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How We Grow. 


The subjoined figures relating to the 
number of copies of the AMERICAN DRUG- 
Gist circulated during the months of 
October and November, 1898, will be 
noted with interest by both advertisers 
and subscribers. These figures tell their 
own story of the growth of this journal! 
and require no further comment: 


Number of Copies Circulated in 
October - - = = = = 23,000 


Number of Copies Circulated in 
November - - - - - 30,000 


ANNOUNCEMENT FOR 1899, 


ITH the approach of the end of the 
W year it is well and natural that 
one should take a glance at the 
past and project plans for the future. 
The year now drawing to a close has 
been an eventful one in the country’s 
history. The splendid achievements of 
American arms, both on land and sea, 
has added much to their glory and made 
the flag respected wherever it waves. In 
the domain of pharmacy and chemistry 
the progress of the year reveals no great 
new discovery. It is true that several 
additions have been made to the list of 
elements by the discovery of some hith- 
erto unrecorded constituents of the at- 
mosphere, but these discoveries have only 
a passing interest for the busy worker in 
practical pharmacy, as the knowledge 
can hardly be utilized in a practical way. 
One of the events of the year which 
stand out conspicuously is the recent for- 
mation of a National Association of Re- 
tail Druggists, organized on the dele- 
gate plan, particulars of which have been 
so freely published in this journal. <A 
marked change in the attitude of the 
manufacturers and distributors of medi- 
cines toward the retail druggist is one 
of the salutary results which have sprung 
from the organization, and results of 
more far reaching consequence to the re- 
tail drug trade are likely to be soon en- 
compassed. 
Our readers will bear witness to the 
fact that the AMERICAN Druaatst has 











never failed to record fully and promptly 
the successive steps in the progress of 
pharmacy. In this particular it has 
marched at the head of pharmaceutical 
progress. Our plans for the coming year 
contemplate a still wider range of action 
than has characterized the policy of this 
journal in the past. As an exponent of 
pure pharmacy in the best sense of that 
term, the AMERICAN Drucaist will dur- 
ing the next year print contributions 
from the pens of the leading professional 
men identified with pharmacy in the 
United States. We may announce that 
we already have the assurances of papers 
for 1899 from such men as Prof. Joseph 
P. Remington, of the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy; Prof. Virgil Coblentz, 
of the College of Pharmacy of the City 
of New York; Prof. Oscar Oldberg, .of 
the Northwestern University School of 
Pharmacy; Prof. Wilbur L. Scoville, of 
the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy; 
Prof. Frederick J. Wulling, of the Col- 
lege of Pharmacy of the University of 
Minnesota; Prof. L. E. Sayre, of the 
University of Kansas; Prof. J. H. Beal, 
of the Scio School of Pharmacy; Prof. 
Willis G. Gregory, of the Buffalo Col- 
lege of Pharmacy; Prof. Julius A. Koch, 
of the Pittsburg College of Pharmacy, 
and many others. A more complete list 
giving fuller details of our programme 
for 1899 will appear in our next number. 
Meanwhile the regular departments of 
the paper will be maintained as fully as 
heretofore and additions will be made 
from time to time to still further increase 
their efficiency. The Prize Essay Column 
will continue a feature of the AMERICAN 
Druaotst and efforts will be made to 
add, if it is possible, to the value of this 
popular department. Our readers are in- 
vited to make the fullest use of our de- 
partment of Queries and Answers, by 
submitting difficulties encountered at the 
prescription counter or in the course of 
general business for solution. Such 
queries help not only the sender, but all 
our readers. We should also like our 
readers to send brief notes of any un- 
usual, incomprehensible or hitherto un- 
recorded reaction or incompatibility 
which may be observed in practice. 
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STAMP TAX PROSPECTS. 





HILE we much desire the earliest 
W possible removal of the stamp 
tax, it is, as we have already 
pointed out, extremely improbable that 
the tax will be removed or even material- 
ly modified during the present session of 
Congress. The pronouncement by the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, that he had no expectation of 
being able at this session of Congress 
to ask for any modification of the war 
revenue, may be accepted as final, since 
this statement was made after due con- 
sultation with the administration and was 
furthermore made publicly and authorita- 
tively. Mr. Dingley states that the ex- 
penses of the war promise to foot up at 
least $300,000,000 for the fiscal year. These 
will be close to $200,000,000 by the end of 
December, and the War Department de- 
mands an expenditure of at least $60,000,- 
000 for the remainder of the year. The 
aggregate amount yielded by the war 
taxes is about $9,000,000 a month. Still, 
with all possible economy this will be a 
year of large expenditures. Coast de- 
fenses, a large army, the navy, perhaps 
the Nicaragua Canal, will require large 
outlays, and with the approval of the 
Paris treaty there will be $20,000,000 to 
be paid out at once. Fortunately, the 
Treasury cash is large in amount, and it 
can be safely drawn upon to the extent 
of $100,000,000 without touching the free 
gold, or reducing the working balances. 
Referring to the stamping of telegrams 
and checks Mr. Dingley further states 
that this is undoubtedly an annoyance 
and not a great source of revenue, but 
it will have to be put up with for a while 
longer. 

Under these circumstances it is hope- 
less to expect any material change in the 
proprietary stamp tax law unless such a 
change can be made as will not only sim- 
plify the administration of Schedule B, 
but will promise as large or larger rev- 
enue than is now derived from this source. 
Consequently, such efforts as the drug 
trade proposes to put forth in securing 
relief from the hardships of the stamp tax 
would best be devoted to an effort to in- 
clude in the operations of the tax all pro- 
prietary preparations regardless of their 
character. If this amendment can be in- 
corporated into the bill the co-operation 
of every manufacturer of proprietary 
goods can be secured in repealing the 
tax on proprietaries in toto at the earliest 
possible opportunity, but so long as the 
operation of the measure is confined to 
the drug trade it will be difficult to secure 
sufficient influence to repeal the tax until 
all the other clauses of the bill have been 
repealed from time to time as it gradually 
becomes possible to dispense with the 
revenue obtained from the stamp tax. 


WASTED EXPERIENCE. 





HE millions of money and thousands 
of lives sacrificed to incompetency 
in administering the medical de- 

partment of the U. S. Army during the 
Cival War should not be looked upon as 
having been wholly wasted if we had 
learned from the lessons then taught to 
avoid again committing the same errors. 
The investigations of the special commis- 
sion on the conduct of the Spanish war 
prove, however, that we have learned 
nothing from that costly experience. 

The experience of one year of the Civil 
War was sufficient to demonstrate the ab- 
surdity of expecting surgeons with no 
knowledge of business methods or phar- 
macy to perform the work of pharmacists, 
and on May 20, 1862, an act was passed 
providing for the appointment of five 
medical storekeepers, who were required 
to be skilled apothecaries or druggists 
and who were placed in charge of the 
medical stores at the different department 
centres of the army. At the close of the 
war even this slight concession was ac- 
knowledged to have proven inadequate 
and a recommendation was made in the 
columns of the Army and Navy Journal 
that a pharmaceutical corps be organized 
along similar lines to those suggested 
editorially in this journal. It is of more 
than passing interest to note that the 
writer of the article in the Army and Navy 
Journal, which is reprinted in our news 
columns, after a study of the five years’ 
war, arrived at practically the same con- 
clusion as did the editor of the AMERICAN 
DruccistT, after an independent study of 
the conditions existing in the medical 
purveyor’s department of our army prior 
to and during the war with Spain. It 
seems incredible that the men responsible 
for the welfare and health of our soldiers 
should be so averse as they seem to be to 
profiting either by the experience of Eu- 
ropean armies or of our own army during 
the last two wars engaged in by the 
United States. 

It is not yet too late, however, to make 
good this error in our army organization, 
and it is to be hoped that our present 
Congress will take some step towards 
remedying a defect which is patent to all 
unprejudiced and well-informed observ- 
ers. The organization of a pharmaceuti- 
cal corps with a colonel at its head, a 
lieutenant and two sergeants attached to 
each regiment, and with suitable grada- 
tions of officers between, would really be 
a source of no additional expense, but 
on the contrary would eventually effect a 
very material economy in both men and 
medicine. 


The matter has been laid before the 
commission charged with the investiga- 
tion of the conduct of the war and also 
before Mr. Hull, chairman of the House 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
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AN OVERWORKED INDI- 
VIDUAL. 





HE press agent of the “Druggists” 
T League for Shorter Hours” is a 
sadly overworked individual. We 
thought we had succeeded in relieving 
him of a portion of his work when we 
called the attention of the few druggists 
who are connected with the organization 
to the character of the campaign which 
Thimme was conducting in its name. But 
this does not appear to be the case. He is. 
still at it as hard as ever. His latest ex- 
ploit in the way of securing publicity for 
himself at the expense of the pharmacists 
of New York was to resurrect the blunder 
of a drug clerk committed some time in 
the dim past and describe the horrors of 
it to the members of a social organiza- 
tion in New York City called the Epworth 
Club. He followed this up with the usual 
letter to the newspapers which was print- 
ed, in some instances—by the New York 
Sun, for example—as a letter to the 
editor, and in others—the yellow journals 
—as a special news story with a scare 
head running half way across the page 
and nearly half a page in depth. 

The headings used by the various news- 
papers to describe Thimme’s conception 
of the horrors of overwork and long 
hours in the drug trade furnish some in- 
teresting studies in typographical display. 
The New York Journal, which usually 
leads in the matter of violent display 
headings, led off in this instance with 
“Death-Menaces by Poison in Clerks’ 
Long Hours” in two lines, echellon 
shape. There was more appeal in the 
Evening World’s heading, which read, 
“This Tired Drug Clerk Got the Poisons 
Mixed,” while the less sensational news- 
papers contented themselves with brief 
notices of Thimme’s communication un- 
der what, to Thimme’s mind, must have 
proved tery disappointing head-lines. 

It is very gratifying in view of the many 
misrepresentations made by the outside 
parties who are now working so hard to 
identify pharmacy with the labor interests 
for political ends, to note the very sen- 
sible view of the whole question taken by 
newspapers like the New York Sun, an 
article from which is printed elsewhere in 
this number. 

The AMERICAN Druccist has had a 
suspicion for some time past that the 
League has been imposing upon the Cen- 
tral Labor Union by false representations 
regarding the membership of the organ- 
ization, and an investigation to determine 
this is being quietly conducted from the 
inside, the results of which we hope to 
be able shortly to lay before our readers. 

The labor interests in this State are 
very powerful and none knows this so 
well as the press agent of the Druggists’ 
League for Shorter Hours, 
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Prize Essay. 


Brief, bright essays, on subjects of interest to pharmacists, are in- 


vited for this department. 
Sortnightly for acceptable articles. 


The “American Druggist”’ will give $5.00 


HOW WE MADE OUR OWN 
“ SARSAPARILLA.” 


By W. A. Dawson, 
Hempstead, N. Y. 


UR formula called for 


Pounds 

Sarsaparilla root ........cccccceses 10 
RRPMULEMIISER EISOE. ie 0:0:0:0:0\041016 vini0e 05.0 4's os sie 10 
WEMOW BOCK TOOE ccccccsesccccscciocees 10 
MR MNRICE WOOL 5.0 .c.00 4: sinc c.0 5000 sseeee'e's 2 
Prickly ash bark .......cccccsescssoves 2 
a a errr 2 
MAGUGFICE LOGE os6000000s0cccseson sens 2 
ROMMED EEE Seusisinascnasu cn spmcniien sae 2 


To be percolated with 40 per cent al- 
cohol to 100 pints. 

The drugs were obtained “fine ground” 
—about No. 40 powder—and moistened 
and packed in glass percolators, each 
drug separately by itself. 

The first two were each packed in 4 gal- 


it greater strength. These supports were 
wooden sticks 1} inches square, the lower 
end of these props resting on the floor 
of the window. Holes were cut into this 
shelf into which each of the eight percola- 
tors fitted, the larger percolators resting 
in the middle and the smaller percolators 
at each end. A coat of shellac was then 
applied to this shelf and we had a very 
good-looking percolating rack. 

Next we took a Holland gin barrel, 
one of those nice looking ones, with many 
willow hoops bound with rattan. We 
gave the barrel a coat of very thin shellac 
to make it look slick, and on each head 
pasted 4 closely fitting piece of heavy 
paper on which was lettered, “Lush’s 
Celery Sarsaparilla Compound.” The 
barrel was placed in a cradle in the bot- 
tom of the window. 

In the bung-hole of the barrel was 
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Window Display of the Manufacture of “ Sarsaparilla.” 


lon percolators. The next two in 3-gallon 
percolators. The next two in l-gallon 
percolators, and the last two in 3$-gallon 
percolators. After packing, they were 
allowed to macerate for a week, in the 
back room. 

A 1-inch board was fitted in the back 
part of the show window, about five feet 
above the floor of the window. It reach- 
ed clear across the back of the window 
and was put up with cleats at the side, like 
a shelf. The board had two supports 


equidistant from each other and from 
the sides of the window, so as to give 


placed a small percolator and the top 
of this percolator was fitted with a flat 
cork through which was passed eight 
glass tubes, each 3 inches in length. 

The percolators were placed in the rack 
and a long rubber tube was run from the 
neck of each percolator to one of the 
glass tubes attached to the bung-hole per- 
colator. 

When percolation began the percolate 
dropped from the ends of the glass tubes 
into the small percolator attached to the 
bung-hole of the barrel, and ran from 
there into the barrel. 


The menstruum was divided so that 
each drug would get the proper share 
provided for in the formula. The men- 
struum was contained in gallon bottles, 
which were inverted over each percolator 
in the usual manner. 

The formula also called for 35 pounds 
of loaf sugar, besides iodides and flavor- 
ing, etc. The loaf sugar was kept in a box 
in the window and occasionally a shovel- 
ful was emptied into the barrel. 

In the other show window was placed 
fine samples (whole) of the different roots, 
barks, etc., used in the making of the 
compound, with name, description and 
properties of each. 

The bottles, labels and wrappers for put- 
ting up the preparation were also placed 
on show in this window. The following 
week, the finished compound was bottled, 
labeled and wrapped in the show window, 
in plain view of the passers-by. 


Estimation of Camphor in Camphor- 
ated Oil. 


Messrs. Leonard and Smith read a 
paper before the Society of Public Ana- 
lysts on this subject, says the Chemist and 
Druggist. The paper begins by estimat- 
ing from the sp. gr. of olive oil that the 
B.P. lin. camph. should contain 21.45 per 
cent by weight of camphor. The cam- 
phor is estimated by heating 3 to 5 Gms. 
of the oil for two hours at 120° C. in a 
flat-bottomed dish or flask. Olive oil 
under the same conditions suffers a gain 
in weight of .15 per cent, and hence this 
figure should be added to the loss in 
weight on heating the sample in order 
to obtain the true amount of camphor 
present. The results obtained by this 
method were found to be very satisfac- 
tory, the accuracy of the method being 
tested by estimating solutions, containing 
known weights of camphor in olive oil of 
.9164 sp. gr. Each per cent of camphor 
causes approximately a rise in the sp. gr. 
of about .00045, and in this way a rough 
idea of the amount of camphor present 
can be formed, but of little value if the 
sp. gr. of the olive oil used differs much 
from .9165. The same authors say that 
the presence of mineral oil can be usually 
detected by the marked bluish fluores- 
cence of the sample, and further identified 
and separated from any vegetable oil 
which may also be present by heating for 
some time with alcoholic potash, dilut- 
ing with water, and filtering. The min- 
eral oil remaining on the filter is washed 
with water, dried, and transferred to a 
weighed flask by means of a little ether, 
which is removed subsequently hy eva- 
poration. 


TEETHING SYRUP FOR INFANTS, 


ST AMIEUET TUCO, 66ccisiece tcc tascaes 3 ozs. 
Inf’s’n of saffron (15 grs. tol oz.) 2 ozs. 
BOO cacccccanayencace 10 ozs. 
Essence of vanilla 





Ts. 


_ Dose: Half a teaspoonful or more in a 
little warm water at bedtime. To be 
sipped. 


PERFUME FOR TOILET CREAM. 
Musk, cumarin, and vanillin, of 







COC ae ae 
Heliotropin ... 4 grs. 
Otto of orris 1 dp. 
CR Se) ek ee ere 5 dps. 
ie GF CINMAINON cc cncscecsiecsecss 1 dp. 
OC DEINE eedecresvnscacceecdecs 1 dp. 
Tincture Of DENZOIN .0s00scsccece 2 drs. 
PGE BO cciecnescvsevccececsneses 1 oz. 


This gives a perfume similar to that of 
Créme Simon. 





























| Pharmaceutical Progress. 


| New Remedies—Improved Processes—Modern Inventions—Wrinkles in 
Dispensing—Tests and Reactions, 


























Ointments.— 
Red 


zinc 


Flesh-Colored Zinc 
Rausch gives the following formula: 
bole, 0.03 Gm.; glycerin, 6 drops, 
ointment to make 10 Gm.—Ap. Ztg. 


Cresamine.—This body is a mixture of 
ethylene diamine and tricresol (containing 
ortho-, meta-, and para cresol). It is said 
to be a very powerful germicide and anti- 
septic.—B. & C. Druggist. 


Vanadin consists of a solution of a 
vanadium salt (it is not stated which salt) 
with sodium chloride. It is recommend- 
ed by Webber (Neuv. Rem., 1898, 15) in 
a dose of 6 to 30 drops daily as a remedy 
for pulmonary tuberculosis on the ground 
of its power as a disinfectant. 


Iodine as a Test for Bile.—Rosin 
(Wien. Klin. Woch., 1898, No. 11) calls at- 
tention again to the use of iodine as a 
test for bile. The re-agent is a dilute 
tincture of iodine, of a bright mahogany 
color. The test is made by allowing the 
iodine to run into an inclined test-tube 
containing the suspected fluid, and in the 
presence of bile forms a grass-green ring 
at the point of contact. 


Reaction for Vanillin.—Bounema 
(Pharm. ‘Weckblad.) has found, while 
working on santal oil, that a little vanillin, 
dissolved in a few centimeters of acetic 
acid containing 10 per cent hydrochloric 
acid, gives immediately, on the addition 
of 2 drops of santal oil, an intense cherry- 
red color, which changes to dark bluish- 
violet on heating. At ordinary tempera- 
tures the bluish-violet color changes to 
green in the course of twenty-four hours. 


Hygrol Ointment.—Werler has _ re- 
ported on the use (Klin. Woch. 1898, 42) 
of an ointment of hygrol, stating that it 
never produces inflammation of the skin 
or mercurial eczema. He prefers a salve 
of ten per cent strength. This salve may 
be prepared by mixing 50 Gms. of hygrol 
with 25 Gms. of distilled water, and add- 
ing to this mixture 425 Gms. of any de- 
sired ointment base, such as mollin, pet- 
rolatum, lanolin, with 20 per cent of, o- 
lard containing 10 per cent of wax. 


New Embalming Process.—An essen- 
tial advantage of this new embalming 
method lies in the use of non-poisonous 


substances. Moran, in Paris, employs a 
mixture of 40 Gms. of saltpetre, 40 
Gms. of potassium carbonate, and 


liter of glycerin, which he injects into 
the aorta in such a quantity that a slight 
swelling becomes perceptible on the sur- 
face of the body. The corpse of a child 
preserved in this manner is said to have 
remained perfectly intact after having 
been kept for two years.—Neueste Erfin- 
dungen und Erfahrungen. 


Preparation of Uninflammable Cellu- 
loid.—A patent has been granted in Ger- 


many (D. R. P. No. 95,577) for the pre- 
paration of a difficultly inflammable cellu- 
loid according to the process outlined as 
follows: To a solution of nitro-cellulose 
there is added a concentrated aqueous 
solution of some metallic salt, which is 
capable of being precipitated by the ad- 
dition of an alkali. When the two solu- 
tions are thoroughly mixed, an alkali is 
added and the metallic oxide i is thus pre- 
cipitated in the celluloid mass, which is 
then manipulated in the usual manner. 


Copper Resinate.—This is produced as 
follows, according to the Farben Zeitung: 
Dissolve 8.55 kilogrammes of ammonia 
soda (18 per cent) in 90 liters of water, 
and heat the whole to a boil. Now throw 
in gradually and in small quantities 45 
kilogrammes of good resin, stir diligently 
and allow to boil until the resin has com- 
pletely dissolved and has transformed into 
resin soap. Next dissolve 23.4 kilogram- 
mes of copper sulphate (blue vitriol) 
in 18 liters of boiling water, and pour the 
resin soap into it. The cupric resinate 
now separates as a thick mass, which 
floats on the liquid. Gather, press out in 
a cloth, and dry, whereupon the resinate 
will be ready fur use. 


The Estimation of Alkaloids in Hy- 
drastis.—Rusting (Phar. Zeit.) gives the 
following method for the estimation of 
the alkaloids in fluid extract of hydrastis 
canadensis: 10 Gms. of the extract is 
well mixed with 20 Gms. of water, and 
after being well shaken is treated until it 
measures only 20 Cc. It is then filtered 
with kieselguhr, and 10 Cc. of the filtrate 
is mixed with 25 Cc. of ether and 3 Cc. 
of ammonia solution; 25 Cc. of petroleum 


ether is then added, the whole well 
shaken, and 2 Gm. of tragacanth is 
added. The clear ethereal layer is 
made up of 40 Cc., and 25 Cc. are 


separated, and the ether distilled off. The 
hvdrastin is weighed, and although a little 
dark, is fairly pure. 


Oil of Thyme.—Duyk has published a 
note on this oil which covers the examin- 
ation of 17 samples, but there is no evi- 
dence adduced to show that they were 
pure, consequently, as in pfevious papers 
by Duyk, the figures must be accepted 
with much reserve. He gives the specific 
gravity as from .870 to .905, or, if from 
fresh plants, from .911 to .939. The oil is 
frequently adulterated with turpentine. M. 
Duyk’s test—one practiced by no other 
chemist with essential oils—of mixing the 
oil with sulphuric acid and noting the rise 
in temperature, gives, according to him, a 
rise of 30° to 40° with the genuine oil, 
and from 22° to 24° with the adulterated. 
None of the purely chemical figures, such 
as amount of thymol present, are given. 


The Acidity of Vinegar of Squill.— 
In view of the fact that the acid con- 
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tents of vinegar squill has been found 
much below the pharmacopoeial require- 
ments in most of the pharmacies inspect- 
ed in Germany, Krosz (Apoth. Zeit. 1898, 
No. 79) has undertaken an investigation 
to determine if this deficiency of acid con- 
tents is the fault of the pharmacist or 
whether it is not due to some change 
which takes place in the character of the 
preparation even when properly made. It 
is already well known that in a mixture 
of acetic acid, alcohol and water, acetic 
esters are gradually developed. ’As the 
results of his examination Krosz states 
that this formation of acetic esters goes 
on in the vinegar of squill, and that to 
this cause is due the diminution of acidity 
in the preparation on standing. The ex- 
clusion of light and air is not effective in 
preventing the formation of acetic ether. 
Under the circumstances it is recom- 
mended that a wider range of variation 
be permitted in the acid contents of the 
vinegar squill than is now done in the 
German pharmacopoeia. 


Lubricants for Glass Stop-Cocks.—F., 
C. Phillips has experimented with a view 
to producing better lubricants for glass 
stop-cocks than those in ordinary use, and 
he finds that the following mixture lubri- 
cates well, is translucent, adheres to the 
glass, and is not saponifiable (Journ. Am. 
Chem. Soc.): Pure rubber, 70; spermaceti, 
25; soft paraffin, 5. The materials were 
thoroughiy mixed while hot, the rubber 
being melted first and the other ingred- 
ients stirred in. A little more soft paraffin 
should be used in winter than in summer. 
Still better results were obtained by mix- 
ing pure and fresh rubber, 70, with yellow 
beeswax, 30. The rubber was heated in a 
covered vessel until thoroughly melted, 
the wax added, and the hot mixture well 
stirred. This lubricant is quite translu- 
cent in thin layers, and protects stop- 
cocks from sticking, even when used for 
concentrated solutions of caustic alkalies. 
To keep the rubber mixtures in the best 
possible condition, they should not be 
exposed to air longer than necessary when 
heating, and they ought to be preserved 
in closed bottles. The stop-cocks should 
occasionally be thoroughly cleaned and 
re-coated with the rubber mixture. 


Improved Solution of Magnesium 
Citrate. 


If sodium bicarbonate instead of the 
potassium salt be used in the preparation 
of magnesium citrate solution the effer- 
vescence occurs so rapidly as to make it 
difficult to avoid some loss in closing the 
bottle. 

Bayet (Jour. Pharm. Elsloth. 1898, No. 
10) suggests as a means of overcoming 
this difficulty that the requisite amount of 
the sodium bicarbonate be introduced 
into the bottle in the form of a pow- 
der and distributed over the bottom of 
the bottle. Upon this he then pours the 
required quantity of simple syrup which 
completely covers the bicarbonate, and if 
the acid solution then be added carefully 
the lay of syrup protects the bicarbonate 
from the action of the acid solution until 
such time as the bottle is closed and 
briskly agitated. 

Another modification which the author 
suggests is that the bicarbonate be placed 
in a gelatin capsule and the capsule be 
dropped into the solution, when it will 
dissolve gradually, releasing the bicar- 
bonate so that it will be acted upon after 
the bottle is closed. 
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SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL IN- 
DUSTRY. 


Modern Photo-Chemical Processes. 


PRINTING PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
CHEMICALS. 











A Formula for a Developing Solution. 


There were no formal papers presented 
at the meeting of the New York Section 
of the Society of Chemical Industry, held 
in the College of Pharmacy building, on 
Friday evening, November 17. The pro- 
gramme announced a paper by W. Walley 
Davis, Jr., on “Chemical Specification for 
Chilled-Iron Car-Wheels,” and another by 
Dr. Leo Baekeland entitled “Some Photo- 
chemical Facts and Theories,’ but the 
programme was not*lived up to. Thos. 
J. Parker, chairman of the Section, pre- 
sided, and in the absence of Dr. H. 
Schweitzer the minutes of the meeting 
were taken by W. F. Fuerst. The at- 
tendance was up to the average and inter- 
est in the paper on photographic pro- 
cesses was heightened by a display on the 
lecture table of prints and the chemicals 
and apparatus used in printing and de- 
veloping. After the minutes of the prev- 
ious meeting had been read and approved, 
and Chairman Parker had announced that 
no meeting would be held next month 
on account of the holidays and of the oc- 
currence of the general meeting in New 
York in December of the American 
Chemical Society, Dr. Baekeland, the lec- 
turer of the evening, was presented. 


THE NEW INTEREST IN PHOTOGRAPHY. 


Dr. Baekeland introduced his subject 
with an apology for not presenting an 
elaborate paper. He said he had consent- 
ed at the request of the secretary of the 
Section to give atalk on the photo-chem- 
ical industry, and he would confine his 
remarks to an attempt to trace the de- 
velopment of the industry with particular 
reference to the papers used in the de- 
veloping and printing-out processes. The 
immense impetus given to the study of 
photography by the invention of the dry 
plate, which was first made by hand and 
afterwards by machinery, was touched 
upon, and the beginnings of the print- 
ing-out process from the use of recently 
prepared sensitized papers and_ plates 
down to albumenized paper and ready 
sensitized papers, which could’ be 
kept for a long time without undergoing 
any destructive change, were alluded to. 
These ready prepared papers are known 
under the general name of aristotype pa- 
per and consist of a specially prepared 
paper having a gelatine surface, which is 
the vehicle for some salt of silver, either 
the chloride or the bromide, mixed with 
a small proportion of either citrate or tar- 
trate of silver or a trace of some free or- 
ganic acid. 

PRINTING-OUT AND DEVELOPING PAPERS. 


Dr. Baekeland explained the difference 
between printing-out papers and develop- 
ing papers. The first named papers have, 
he said, a surface coating of sensitized al- 
bumen and are known as printing-out pa- 
pers, because the image shows up im- 
mediately on exposure to actinic light. 
Developing papers are coated with a sen- 
sitied emulsion similar to that used on 
the dry developing plate, and of these 
Velox paper is the type. 

The image on developing papers is 


brought out by the direct application of 
chemicals in solution after the paper has 
been exposed against a negative to the 
light of an ordinary gas burner for about 
a minute of time. 

The lecturer preferred the developing 
paper for the reason that it affords a 
more permanent image. Many photo- 
graphers, however, prefer the printing- 
out paper and the use of a combined ton- 
ing and fixing bath. The trouble with 
such a bath is that the image possesses 
no lasting qualities, the picture usually 
disappearing after the lapse of a few years. 
The process of printing-out papers was a 
tedious one, too, and it was natural that 
photographers should turn their attention 
to the utilization of silver bromide as a 
sensitizing substance ih place of the slow- 
er chloride. The problem was, then, to 
make a slower kind of bromide paper than 
could be afforded by the mere use of the 
ordinary bromide emulsion as used on 
plates—a sensitive emulsion that would 
work slowly and yet be developed after 
exposure to a negative in ordinary gas- 
light. This was what led to the invention 
of Velox paper, which the lecturer said 
was a very Satisfactory paper. 


THE PAPER STOCK. 


Dr. Baekeland then entered upon an 
elaborate review of the process of manu- 
facturing photographic paper. The paper 
stock is made in Europe by two firms, 
who have a monopoly of its manufacture. 
In the manufacture of this class of paper 
it is not only necessary to have a good 
quality of linen rag to start with, but the 
use of injurious chemicals and bleaching 
agents must be carefully avoided. The 
paper is very uniform in texture, and is 
made up in rolls measuring from 41 to 54 
inches in width to fit the coating ma- 
chines. 

The paper is first given a superficial 
baryta coating, which fills up the pores 
and‘equalizes the surface. The paper ac- 
quires a high gloss by a process of cal- 
endering, after it has received its first 
coating of baryta and gelatin and been 
calendered. It is then ready for the ap- 
plication of the emulsion of silver brom- 
ide. This emulsion is prepared with the 
greatest care. The gelatin basis must be 
the finest product available, and the or- 
dinary gelatin of household use is 
worthless. The gelatin must be neutral 
in reaction, and not be bleached by sul- 
phur. Viscosity is an important factor, 
in fact one of the most important proper- 
ties of gelatin from a _ photographer’s 
standpoint; for emulsions made from cer- 
tain gelatins will be repelled by the pa- 
per as if they contained grease. This, the 
lecturer said, was due to a loss of viscos- 
ity. Although numerous devices had been 
tried looking to the establishment of a 
standard of viscosity, no reliable method 
has been ever discovered. The only sure 
way to prove the worth of a gelatin is to 
try it. The quality of silver bromide dif- 
fered widely, too. When Staas occupied 
himself with the study of AgBr only 
three varieties of the salt were known; 
now the known varieties probably num- 
ber thirty-three. Some bromide salts of 
silver are unfit for use in photography, 
being either too fast or too slow. 


THE MANUFACTURE OF BROMIDE EMUL- 
SION. 


In making the emulsion the gelatin is 
soaked in water until fully hydrated. It 
is then melted by heat and the silver 
bromide added in suitable quantity, fol- 


lowed by silver nitrate. The direct ad- 
dition of AgBr is preferred to decom- 
posing zinc bromide, which is frequently 
done, though if a solution of Ag NOs be 
added to the gelatin, thoroughly incor- 
porated, and potassium bromide added 
afterwards in solution, the silver bromide 
formed as a result of the reaction between 
the two solutions is distributed through- 
out the gelatin in a very finely divided 
condition. The emulsion as obtained in 


- this way is, however, not sensitive enough 


for use without being further fortified. 
By keeping the emulsion at the boiling 
temperature of water for one hour the 
photo-chemical properties of the silver 
bromide are very much increased, the sil- 
ver becoming more sensitive to light. The 
sensitiveness of AgBr in gelatin emul- 
sion can be also sensibly increased by the 
addition of a little ammonia. The addi- 
tion of ammonia is said to hasten the 
“ripening” of the AgBr emulsion in a 
very remarkable degree. Some emulsions 
when treated in this manner show under 
the microscope an enlarged crystal of 
AgBr. The lecturer explained the phe- 
nomena of enlargement of crystals in 
emulsions as due probably to catalysis. 


APPLYING THE EMULSION. 


After the emulsion solidifies it is shred- 
ded and washed with a pure water to re- 
move any traces of foreign salts, such as 
potassium or ammonium nitrate. After 
it is remelted and strained, it is ready to 
be applied to the prepared paper by 
means of a coating machine; the emulsion 
being contained in a silver pan, the paper 
is passed over it in rolls 1,000 yards long. 
After passing over the emulsion the paper 
is carried along on a rubber blanket in a 
horizontal position to a _ refrigerating 
room, where the gelatin instantly sets. It 
is then passed along to a drying room and 
hung up in festoons, air of a certain def- 
inite temperature being passed through 
until the paper is completely dry. The 
proper drying of sensitized paper was re- 
ferred to by the lecturer as ‘‘a very dif- 
ficult problem.” First of all refrigerators 
must be used to extract the natural hu- 
midity of the air. The air is filtered, pass- 
ed over the refrigerating coils and heated. 
The amount of water extracted in this way 
is great, amounting usually in this latitude 
to a half a tumblerful every 30 seconds. 
The operations of drying and cutting the 
sensitized paper are carried on in rooms 
lighted by ruby lamps, and white gloves 
are worn by the operators, owing to the 
extreme sensitiveness of the paper to the 
impression of the naked fingers. 


PRINTING BY CHEMICALS. 


The difference between printing-out pa- 
per and developing (Velox) paper was 
again explained by the lecturer. In the 
one, said he, you have the image printed 
by the long continued action of the sun's 
rays and in the other the image is devel- 
oped by chemicals. The following is the 
formula used by the lecturer for develop- 
ing the picture on Velox paper, after ex- 
posure to gaslight for a few seconds: 


WV GIEE  cnicasc di tnenedevesunceceeee 10 ozs. 
DOME © Sacccnandasudacnecsvdéasaves 7 grs. 
Sodium sulphite, crystals pure.... % oz. 
Hydroquinone ........eeeeeeeecoes 30 grs. 


Sodium carbonate, desiccated, 200 grs. 

(or 400 grs. of crystallized carbonate) 

10 per cent bromide of potassium solu- 

OM DOWER Soiceecctccccvavcisiics 10 dps. 
You can use a tray, as fora dry plate, or 
the exposed print may be put on a glass 
plate, and the developer spread abundant- 
ly and uniformly over its surface by means 
of a brush or a tuft of cotton. The image 
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will appear suddenly. As soon as it is 
strong enough, dip quickly in water and 
throw into the hypo fixing bath. Fix 
for ten or fifteen minutes, then wash from 
twenty minutes to one hour in running 
water. 

In answer to a _Tequest by a member 
for the formula of “a good combined ton- 
ing and fixing bath,” the lecturer said, “in 
Europe the use of a combined bath is 
quite general, and pictures produced in 
this way will last for several years; but 
in this country its use was not to be coun- 
tenanced owing to climatic conditions. I 
am sorry that I cannot give a formula for 
a combined toning and fixing bath and 
I will not stand sponsor for its use. The 
man who discovers one will confer a last- 
ing benefit on photography.” 

Dr. Baekeland’s address was listened 
to with marked attention, and at the close 
he was tendered the thanks of the Sec- 
tion. 

The paper by Dr. Davis was on motion 
read by title, and no other business be- 
ing before the meeting adjournment was 
had until January, 1899. 


PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE. 


Patent ewe. Condemned. 





LITHIUM CARBONATE AND ITS 
SOURCES. 





A Source of Errors in Proximate Analysis. 


The regular pharmaceutical meeting of 
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy 
was held Tuesday, October 15, with 
James T. Shinn in the chair. 

The meeting was unusually well attend- 
ed and an interesting programme was 
presented. The first paper read was on 


* Product Patents from a Pharmaceutical 
Standpoint,” 


by William L. Cliffe, who has given this 
subject considerable attention because of 
his position as chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Legislation of the Pennsylvania 
Pharmaceutical Association. After re- 
viewing somewhat briefly the history of 
patent legislation in the United States, 
Mr. Cliffe proceeded to the consideration 
of the commercial aspects of the question. 
He said that previous to the early ’80s 
“very little advantage was taken of the 
liberal provisions of our patent laws,” 
but that about this time enterprising 
chemists of Germany began to patent 
their products in this country and that 
“at the present time there are no reports 
from the Patent Office which do not in- 
clude numerous examples of this class of 
patents granted to German inventors.” 
It was pointed out that the only ad- 
vantage accruing to the United States 
from the sale of these products, which are 
made for the most part in Germany, is 


merely the ad valorem duty on their 
value as commercial commodities, while 
on the other hand the patentees have 


reaped millions of dollars of profit from 
their manufacture and sale. Comparing 
the probable cost of manufacture and the 
selling price in this country of some of 
these patented chemicals, Mr. Cliffe esti- 
mated that a profit of over $2,000,000 had 
been yielded on phenacetin alone. It was 
also estimated that a nearly equal profit 
had been obtained from the sale of anti- 
pyrin during the life of the monopoly of 
this article. 


After referring briefly to the injustice 
done our own manufacturers and chem- 
ists by our liberal granting of patents to 
foreign manufacturers, the speaker alluded 
to the ethical side of the question in its 
pharmaceutical and medical relations and 
said that the subject had been ably con- 
sidered in editorials in several of the drug 
journals. 

After discussion of the question a reso- 
lution, introduced by Joseph W. England, 
which was in effect about as follows, was 
unanimously adopted: 


Resolved, That we, the Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy, in pharmaceutical meeting assembled, 
protest against the further granting of such a 
monopolistic privilege—not permitted in Ger- 
many, France or England—as one opposed to 
the genius of our patent laws, and the interests 
of our people, and 

Resolved, That we earnestly urge the members 
of the Patent Commission appointed by the 
President under Act of Congress No. 121, a 
proved June 4, 1898, whose duty it is to su 
mit to Congress a report indicating ‘ ‘any. pro- 
posed change in the substance of the existing 
law;’”’ the report “to be accompanied by notes 
which shall briefly and clearly state the reasons 
for proposed changes’—to be recommended 
that the privilege of patenting products be re- 
— and also the practice of the United States 

-atent Office of copyrighting or registering for 
all time, as the exclusive property of manufac- 
turers, single names of compounds which, by 
use, become titles. 


A motion to send the above resolution, 
together with its accompanying preamble, 
and also the paper by Mr. Cliffe, to the 
Patent Commission in Washington, was 
likewise adopted. 


Medicinal Lithium Carbonate 


was the subject of a communication pre- 
sented by Lyman F. Kebler. This sub- 
ject was considered from “source to fin- 
ish” by the author; for example, various 
methods for the manufacture of the car- 
bonate from lithium containing ores were 
given and the impurities likely to remain 
in the medicinal salt named. An examin- 
ation of samples of the salt available in 
the United States was made, but not one 
of them complied with the requirements 
of the U. S. Pharmacopoeia. Volumetric 
and gravimetric methods were both used 
in estimating the pure salt, with the re- 
sult that the former is decidedly to be pre- 
ferred. 

According to the data obtained by the 
author lithium carbonate is a light, white 
powder, with occasional crystalline grains, 
odorless and having an alkaline taste; 
permanent in the air. 

Soluble in not less than 75 parts, and 
should not require more than 80 parts of 
water at 15° C., and in 140 parts of boiling 
water; much more soluble in water im- 
pregnated with carbon dioxide; insoluble 
in alcohol. Soluble in dilute nitric sul- 
phuric, hydrochloric and acetic acids, with 
active effervescence. 

Fuses at a low red heat; loses carbon 
dioxide at a higher temperature, and is 
partially converted into the oxide. It im- 
parts a crimson color to a non-luminous 
flame. 

The aqueous solution has an alkaline 
reaction upon litmus paper. 

One gramme dissolved in 50 Cc. of di- 
lute acetic acid should at most leave only 
a trace of insoluble matter (limit of me- 
chanical impurities). Separate portions of 
this solution should not be affected’ by 
hydrogen sulphide, T. S. (absence of ar- 
senic, lead, etc.); ammonium oxalate, T. 
s; (absence of calcium), or sodium cobal- 
tic nitrite, T. S. (limit of potassium); or 
produce more than a faint opalescence 
with silver nitrate, T. S. (limit of chlor- 
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ide); barium chloride, T. S. (limit of sul- 
phate); or more than a slight coloration 
with ammonium sulphide, T. S. (limit of 
iron, aluminum, etc.). 

If 0.5 Gm. of lithium carbonate be dis- 
solved in 2 Cc. of hydrochloric acid and 
the clear solution evaporated to dryness, 
the dry residue should dissolve complete- 
ly in 3 Cc. of absolute alcohol, and 3 Cc. 
of ether added to this solution should not 
render it turbid (limit of other alkalies). 

f 1 Gm. of the dry salt be mixed with 
25 Cc. of water, to which have been added 
a few drops of methyl-orange solution, it 
should require not less than 26.7 Cc. of 
normal sulphuric acid, corresponding to 
at least 98.61 per cent of the pure salt. 


Economical Uses of Quebracho. 


Frederick L. Lewton, of the Philadel- 
phia Commercial Museums, read a brief 
but interesting article on the economic 
uses of “Quebracho.” He stated that the 
word “Quebracho,” which means “axe- 
breaker,” is applied in South and Central 
America to a number of trees possessing a 
very hard wood, but belonging to widely 
different genera. Of the trees belonging 
to this class, but two have reached 
commercial importance, namely, Que- 
bracho blanco, botanically known as As- 
pidosperma quebracho-blanco and Que- 
bracho colorado, the name being ap- 
plied to two species of Schinopsis. 
The wood is very durable and is 
used for making fence posts and 
also in the manufacture of furniture. Its 
most important use, however, is aS a 
tanning agent, the whole log being ground 
up and used as sawdust, or it may be used 
in the form of an extract. Germany is the 
largest consumer of the article, where it 
is used chiefly for making sole leather. 
In the United States the extract has large- 
ly replaced gambier for tanning the light- 
er kinds of leather. 


Proximate Analysis of Yerba Reuma. 


Lyman F. Kebler contributed further to 
the interest of the meeting by reading a 
paper entitled “Crystals of Sodium Chlor- 
ide in Fluid Extract of Yerba Reuma and 
a Proximate Analysis of This Plant.” 
The writer stated that his attention had 
been directed to a sample of the above- 
named fluid extract which was about fif- 
teen years old, and which contained the 
characteristic cubical crystals of common 
salt. A taste of the crystals left no doubt 
as to their identity. This led to an ex- 
amination of the plant, a commercial sam- 
ple of which yielded 17.42 per cent of 
sodium chloride, and a total ash amount- 
ing to 34.12 per cent, this being probably 
the highest percentage of plant ash on 
record. 

In this connection the author also re- 
sented a note on “A Common Error in 
Recorded Results of Proximate Plant 
Analysis.” He said that in summing up 
the results of a proximate analysis of a 
plant the percentage of .ash is usually 
added to the percentage of the other con- 
stituents to make up 100 per cent. Some 
of the ash constituents being soluble in 
the solvents used, they are thus recorded 
twice, and in cases where the percentage 
of ash is high this error is likely to be- 
come quite pronounced. 

Prof. F. G. Ryan was the last speaker 
on the programme and gave a description 
of the process used in this country for 
manufacturing gelatin pearls, these having 
been made abroad until within recent 
years. 























AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 355 


NOTES ON PRACTICAL 
PHARMACY. 





The following notes on practical phar- 
macy represent papers presented by mem- 
bers at a recent evening meeting of the 
Edinburgh Chemists’ Assistants’ Associa- 
tion: 

Note on the B.P. Glycerin Suppositories. 

By Flora C. Madgshon. 


In making glycerin suppositories by the 
method of the British Pharmacopoeia, I 
have observed that there were invariably 
some pieces of gelatine which remain un- 
dissolved and in a hardened condition, 
while making by a slightly different 
method other gelatine preparations of 
somewhat similar composition, I have not 
been troubled with this insoluble residue. 
This difference gave rise to the little in- 
quiry which forms the basis of my note. 
The part of the Pharmacopoeia direction, 
which is pertinent to the subject, is as fol- 
lows: “Place the gelatine in a weighed 
evaporating dish with sufficient water to 
cover it; let it stand for two minutes; 
pour off the excess of water; set aside till 
the gelatine is quite soft; add the glycer- 
in and dissolve on a water bath.” The 
object of soaking the gelatine with water 
is, I need scarcely say, to hydrate it suf- 
ficientiy to render it soluble. When gly- 
cerin is added in the way the Pharmaco- 
poeia directs to gelatine so soaked, dehy- 
dration immediately begins, owing to the 
strong affinity which glycerin has for 
water; consequently, before the operation 
can be completed, part of the gelatine has 
been deprived of its water and will not 
dissolve. In proof of this, the undissolved 
portions, if separated, soaked with a little 
water, and again heated, will readily pass 
into solution. The quantity which has be- 
come insoluble will have been more or 
less according to the degree of rapidity 
with which manipulation has been con- 
ducted. 

If instead of adding the glycerin to the 
soaked gelatine before applying heat the 
softened gelatine be dissolved on a water 
bath in the water of hydration, and the 
glycerin then gradually added, the result 
is completely satisfactory, and accomplish- 
ed without loss of time or material. A 
point to be observed in dissolving the 
gelatine is not to stir so vigorously as to 
introduce much air into the solution, or 
inconvenient frothing will ensue. Gentle 
stirring is all that is necessary, and if per- 
formed with little breaking of the surface 
aeration need be very little. 


The Dispensing of a Strychnine Mixture. 
By J. Rutherford Hill. 


I have here two mixtures, which are 
very markedly different in appearance. 
hey are examples of the same prescrip- 
tion, dispensed in two different pharma- 
cies. The prescription is as follows: 
Liq. strychnin. hydrochlo. (1885) 3 A drs. 


Potass. iodidi . 
PINAR Gisincivsagucneuwescandess ad 4 = fl. ozs. 





In both instances the dispensers added a 
suspending agent. In one case 2 dr. 


mucilage of acacia, in the other 2 dr. 
glycerin. When acacia is used, there is 
very little separation of any precipitate for 
several hours. It looks indeed as if pre- 
cipitation had been prevented, and a care- 
less dispenser might send out the mixture 
without any direction to shake the bottle, 


and the consequence might be serious. 
But, of course, there is ultimately a separ- 
ation of the comparatively insoluble stry- 
chnine hydriode described in my previous 
note, to which this is a supplement. After 
twelve hours the strychnine salt has set- 
tled on the bottom of the bottle, to which 
the acacia causes it to adhere, and it can 
only with difficulty be detached, and then 
only in pieces, so that it never can be 
properly diffused. Moreover, decomposi- 
tion has taken place, due to oxidation. The 
mixture assumes a dirty brownish yellow 
color, and the addition of starch solution 
indicates that this is due to free iodine. 
Acacia seems to facilitate oxidation, 
probably because being always acid it lib- 
erates hydriodic acid from the potassium 
iodide. I have observed that even in the 
case of ferrous salts acacia seems to facili- 
tate oxidation. In the case of glycerin 
there is a separation of strychnine hydri- 
odide in a few minutes, but it easily dif- 
fuses, and the mixture remains for months 
perfectly colorless. The glycerin appar- 
ently prevents the oxidation that takes 
place when the mixture is dispensed with- 
out any suspending agent, as was pointed 
out in my previous paper. I adhere to the 
opinion there expressed that this mixture 
should not be dispensed at all unless the 
prescriber insists on it. If he does, and a 
suspending agent is to be added, I think it 
is plain that acacia is inadmissible, both 
because of the caking of the precipitate 
and the liberation of free iodine. Glycerin 
is in every sense superior, and either it or 
simple syrup should be used. The very 
marked contrast in the appearance of these 
two samples would be calculated to shake 
the confidence of patients in the dispens- 
ing of one or other of the two pharma- 
cies. 


Lotio Hydrargyri Nigra. 
By William Duncan, F. C. S. 


The well-known black wash—three 
grains calomel to the ounce of lime water 
—has been very much altered in the new 
Pharmacopoeia. It now contains half an 
ounce of glycerin and 1} ounces of muc- 
ilage of tragacanth in 10 fluid ounces. 
This, I think, is an example of very bad 
pharmacy. Occasionally, complaints were 
made that the original was not stable, and 
developed mercuric oxide on keeping. I 
have seen this in old samples that had 
been much exposed to light. Glycerin has 
now been added as a preservative of the 
mercurous oxide. This addition may be 
unobjectionable, provided it does not in- 
duce reduction of the oxide to metallic 
mercury. The addition of the tragacanth 
as a suspending agent, on the other hand, 
simply ruins the preparation—the oxide 
clotting with the insoluble gum. I have 
here three samples—1 is made by the or- 
iginal formula, 2 is the official 1898 for- 
mula, and 3 has acacia instead of traga- 
canth mucilage. They have been made 
for about a month. After comparing these, 
I think you will agree that the tragacanth 
addition is not a success, and the sooner 
a return is made to the old formula the 
better. No suspending agent has been 
added to the yellow wash, and why sus- 
pension should be necessary in the one 
case and not in the other it is difficult to 
understand. 

Magnesia in Mixtures. 
By William Duncan, F. C, S. 

The tendency of magnesia and similar 
salts to cake into hard non-diffusible de- 
posits when dispensed in aqueous mix- 
tures is well known. Recently the follow- 


ing mixture was brought under my 
notice: 


Magnes. calc. 


Sp. aetheris nit. ........05....aa 6 drs. 
DCG EIEN, a/ccigidiasaejanesiensicene 4 drs. 
OM HOMERS ANDi seis wa. cencnesasiens 20 mins. 
PGP tars Scietters isaveeaenes ad 8 fl. ozs. 


Dispensed in the usual way the mag- 
nesia in a few days becomes a hard, solid 
mass, which refuses to break up by agita- 
tion. In order to ascertain if this objec- 
tion could be obviated or mitigated the 
following experiments were made. The 
prescription was dispensed in the usual 
way, triturating the magnesia with water, 
adding the sugar previously dissolved and 
finally the oil and spirit. In two days the 
magnesia had formed a solid undiffusible 
mass at the bottom of the bottle. The 
mixture was dispensed as above, and the 
hard cake, when formed, was removed, 
thoroughly rubbed smooth in a mortar 
and returned to the bottle. This, you will 
see, shows a slight tendency to aggregate, 
but is diffusible on shaking. In a third 
experiment the magnesia was allowed to 
stand for 24 hours under water with oc- 
casional agitation, and then the other in- 
gredients added. This method, like the 
preceding, was successful. As these, how- 
ever, take time, a fourth method was tried. 
The magnesia was boiled in half the water, 
the sugar added, the boiling continued for 
a few minutes, and after cooling the other 
ingredients added. This gives the best 
results; the magnesia is freely diffusible 
on shaking and remains so. The samples 
shown have been made for about 10 
weeks. 

A similar series of experiments were 
made with the following mixture: 


Dirgies: SUIGNS x.iicsisic ciacisewexwes 1 oz. 
Magnes. calc. ... ieege 28S 
PIQUA. -4 4,055. wascaiceninarnvasend ad 8 fl. ozs. 


This mixture frequently causes trouble 
to the patient from caking. In this in- 
stance the results were the same. The 
caking is due to the fact that magnesia ab- 
sorbs the water to form hydrate. In do- 
ing so it aggregates, especially in presence 
of certain salts, much in the same way as 
calcium sulphate does. The hardness and 
rapidity of the caking largely depends 
on the other constituents and on the shape 
of the bottle. Ina mortar or flask with a 
rounded bottom, allowing free expansion, 
the hardening is not so great as in an or- 
dinary dispensing bottle. If previously 
hydrated magnesia is used the difficulty 
does not arise. Most samples of magnesia 
absorb water more or less readily—espec- 
ially light magnesia—and show a tendency 
to aggregate into a gelatinous mass. This 
property, however, is not constant, and 
seems due to the temperature to which the 
salt has been exposed during calcination. 
Much attention has lately been given to 
magnesia as to the rapidity with which it 
absorbs carbonic anhydride. My exper- 
ience is that with magnesia and other sim- 
ilar oxides the absorption largely depends 
on the presence or absence of moisture. 
The better hydrated the substance, the 
more rapid is the formation of carbonate. 


STIMULATING HAIR LOTION. 


Quinine hydrochloride .......... 24 , ng 
MAIN cise atuid sa wesncieauonncens 1 dr. 
WAMMIAIE) iv ccaaaqascckectnsvieknbiseeut %y gr. 
Eau de Cologne ....c.ccccccocess 6 drs 
GIFCEEGE 6 cise ccscosideccensveceses 5 drs. 
Tincture of cantharides .......... 1 oz. 
AlCoNO] £0 oc0cccscccsceccecescvecs 12 ozs. 


Mix, color with tincture of cudbear, and 
after a week filter. 
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THE NEW TOXICOLOGY. 





(Concluded from page 327.) 





The Science of Toxicology. 


“You will admit, gentlemen, I think, 
after what I have said, that the science of 
toxicology is becoming infinitely more 
complex and intricate than it has hith- 
erto been, and that very difficult and cur- 
ious problems are not unlikely to arise 
in connection with it, in its relation to 
medical jurisprudence, problems that may 
puzzle the discernment of even a_ twen- 
tieth-century Sherlock Holmes. ‘Chem- 
ists,’ exclaimed Count Fosco with an eye 
to their toxicological attainments, ‘chem- 
ists—I assert it emphatically—might sway 
if they pleased the destinies of humanity 

* * On my sacred word of honor, it 
is lucky for society that modern chemists 
are by incomprehensible good fortune the 
most harmless of mankind. The mass are 
worthy fathers of families, who keep 
shops. The few are philosophers, besot- 
ted with admiration forthe sound of their 
own lecturing voices, visionaries who 
waste their lives on fantastic impossibili- 
ties, or quacks whose ambition soars no 
higher than our corns. Thus society es- 
capes, and the illimitable power of chem- 
istry remains the slave of the most super- 
ficial and the most insignificant ends.’ 
But if Count Fosco thus estimated the 
empire of chemistry and the boundless 
power which it places in the grasp of its 
votaries, what would he not have said of 
bacteriology and of the hidden and thau- 
maturgic control over their fellowmen 
which those initiated into its mysteries 
possess? Into what rhapsodies would he 
not have risen over these microbic pois 
ons of superlative virulence and subtlety 
to which we have now attained, the very 
existence of which may suggest to you 
that it is superfluous any longer to sur- 
round with special safeguards the sale of 
such comparatively harmless substances 
as are contained in Schedule A? But in 
entertaining any such suggestion you 
would be in error, for whatever the future 
—-the remote future—may bring forth, it is 
certain that for a long time to come a 
large majority of poisoners will cling to 
old methods, and stake their necks on 
arsenic, antimony, and strychnine. For 
one bacteriological Mephistopheles who 
can possess himself of a microbic poison, 
and use it dexterously, there will be at 
least a dozen despicable wretches who 
will take what comes to hand most readily 
in common life and blunder with it egreg- 
iously. And beyond all this, we must 
remember that Schedule A is not solely 
intended for the prevention of murder, 
but is meant to act as a check on suicide, 
and to avert, as far as may be, deaths due 
to carelessness and accident. Those ben* 
on self-destruction are not likely, unless 
to cheat an insurance company, to attempt 
to induce a lingering illness, or to seek 
out an inaccessible and inscrutable toxin, 
but are certain to prefer ‘such soon 
speeding gear’ of yours ‘as will despatch 
them straight,’ and the obstacles which 
this Schedule enables you to put in their 
way may occasionally frustrate their ob- 
ject or afford them that brief interval for 
reflection in which the suicidal impulse, 
when it has reached a crisis, often sud- 
denly dies out. And, independent ly of 
this Schedule, members of your calling 
are, I believe, not rarely instrumental in 
preventing miserable beings from shuf- 


fling ‘off this mortal coil,’ for some of 
them have acquired a quick eye for a 
would-be suicide, and, as in instances 
which have fallen within my own knowl- 
edge, by refusing altogether to supply 
him with the poison asked for, or by 
substituting for it an innocuous fluid or 
powder not unlike it in appearance, have 
given him pause and so saved his life. 
Then, as regards accidental poisoning, 
which has become more frequent in recent 
years, as the demands of our advancing 
civilization have become more complex 
and various, there can be no doubt that 
the provisions of the Pharmacy Act, when 
rigidly observed, tend to limit it, and 
that they will be still more efficacious in 
this direction when the recommendation 
which the Pharmaceutical Society have 
repeatedly pressed upon the Privy Coun- 
cil to include in the Schedule carbolic 
acid, to which so many deaths are now 
attributable, has been adopted. 


Pharmacists as Bacteriologists. 


“But whether your powers and duties in 
connection with poisons and poisonous 
substances are to be extended or curtail- 
ed, I have no hesitation in saying that the 
subject of poisons and poisoning general- 
ly must henceforth engage the attention 
of all who follow your calling to a far 
larger extent than they have ever before 
done, and, indeed, I feel sure that, how- 
ever reluctant those responsible for the 
education of chemists and druggists may 
be to add to the brain burdens which al- 
ready, as I have hinted, press somewhat 
heavily upon them, they will be compelled 
to provide some instruction in bacteriol- 
ogy in your schools of pharmacy, so that 
you may make acquaintance with those 
micro-organisms which have been shown 
to be influential in the production of dis- 
ease, and which are certainly destined to 
play an important part in its diagnosis, 
prevention and cure. I have spoken of 
the microbian origin of infectious dis- 
eases, and of the toxins which pathogenic 
microbes secrete or produce by their di- 
gestive operations, toxins which cannot 
be chemically defined, but which are in 
almost every case the efficient cause of 
the symptoms of the disease, and I would 
now call your attention to the fact that 
many of these toxins contain protective 
or remedial substances bound up with 
their toxic ingredients. The bane carries 
its own antidote, and by certain proced- 
ures the bane may be abolished while the 
antidote survives. It has been experi- 
mentally proved that animals that have 
been inoculated with the microbe of cer- 
tain infectious diseases, and that have sur- 
vived the illness thus induced, have be- 
come refractory to the action of the’ same 
microbe subsequently inoculated. It has 
been also proved that the same power of 
resistance has been conferred by the in- 
jection of the solutions in which patho- 
genic microbes had been grown, but from 
which they had been filtered out, so that 
only their toxins remain. And it has 
been further proved that the serum of 
the blood of animals protected by an at- 
tack of the disease artificially induced, al- 
though itself inc apable of setting up the 
disease, yet communicates to unprotected 
animals into which it is injected a remark- 
able power of resisting it, so that large 
quantities of its toxin may be administer- 
ed without poisonous effects. Whatever 
be the origin of antitoxins and antivenins, 
whether due to reaction set up in the 
tissues of the body, to proliferation of 
white blood corpuscles, or to a breaking 
up of the toxin, with destruction of its 
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toxic constituents and retention of those 
that are antitoxic and protective, it 1s 
certain that they possess a power of coun- 
teracting the effects of the toxin and ven- 
oms with which they correspond more 
decisive and far-reaching than that of any 
known antidotes in the case of mineral 
and vegetable poisons. A dose of a mic- 
robic toxin much larger than that which 
is necessary to produce a fatal issue is ad- 
ministered to an animal; several hours 
later, when the characteristic symptoms 
of the disease have clearly displayed them- 
selves, the antitoxin derived from an ani- 
mal which has suffered from the disease 
is injected, with the result that the symp- 
toms of the disease vanish and the animal 
is none the worse. And the same thing 
occurs in human beings. The progress 
of a certain infective disease is arrested or 
modified by the administration of anti- 
toxins drawn from animals that have been 
subjected artificially to attacks of the dis- 
ease or have been immunized against it 
by repeated and graduated injections of 
its toxins. You are all familiar with the 
brilliant results achieved by Pasteur in 
the treatment of hydrophobia, during its 
incubation period, by the injection of 
emulsions formed from the spinal cords 
of rabbits that have suffered from the 
disease. You cannot be ignorant of what 
has been done in diphtheria, and how 
thousands of lives have been saved from 
that rancorous malady by means of the 
serum of the blood of the horse, immu- 
nized by a series of injections of the toxin. 
The authoritative judgment of a com- 
mittee of the Clinical Society of London, 
that has, during the last three years, con- 
ducted an exhaustive investigation, is that 
in cases of diphtheria treated with anti- 
toxin, not only is the mortality notably 
lessened, but the duration of life in the 
fatal cases is prolonged, while no preju- 
dicial action beyond transient skin rashes 
has been shown to follow its use, even in 
large amounts. Doctors Sidney Martin 
and Bertram Hunt have demonstrated 
that in cases of diphtheria observed in 
University College Hospital, the total 
mortality in the whole, without distinc- 
tion of ages or the sites of the local les- 
ions,:has fallen from between 33 and 43 
per cent in the years before the antitoxin 
treatment was inaugurated, to 29, 17.7 
and 17 per cent in the three years during 
which antitoxin has been used, and that 
in trachéotomy cases the mortality has 
been reduced from 65.5 to 26.4 per cent. 
The poison of tetanus may be overtaken 
by its antitoxin and prevented in many 
cases from killing, as it would otherwise 
do. Excellent results are reported from 
Naples obtained from  anti-pneumonic 
serum in a recent epidemic of pneumonia 
there! Observations are accumulating 
tending to establish the utility of anti- 
streptococcus serum in septicaemia, and 
two cases which I have myself watched, 
although not absolutely free from sources 
of fallacy, have deeply impressed me with 
its value in that fell disease. Experiments 
recently performed at Monte Video, by 
Sanarelli, indicate that the serum of the 
blood of the horse vaccinated with the 
Bacillus icteroides, in doses of gradually 
increasing intensity during twelve 
months, greatly diminishes the mortality 
and mitigates the severity of yellow fever. 
The poison of venomous snakes is coun- 
teracted by antivenin; and it may be rea- 
sonably expected that this remedy will 
enable us to cope sucessfully with the ef- 
fects of the bites of venomous serpents, 
which in many countries cause wide- 
spread havoc. 
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Notes on the Changes Occurring in 
a Few of the National Formu- 
lary Preparations.* 

By Epset A. RuDDIMAN. 


In the spring of 1897 the pharmaceutical 
students of Vanderbiit University made 
nearly all of the liquid preparations of the 
National Formulary except a few that 
would not keep for some time, as for in- 
stance, the mucilages, infusions, etc. These 
preparations were put into three- ounce 
glass-stoppered bottles, the bottles sealed 
with paraffin and capped with kid and 
placed on exhibit at the Tennessee Cen- 
tennial Exposition for six months. Dur- 
ing a part of that time the glass cases 
containing these preparations were so sit- 
uated that the sun shone on a part of 
each case in the early morning and late 
afternoon. They were subjected to a 
rather strong light throughout the day. 
Following are some preparations in which 
a very noticeable change occurred 


Iodoform Collodion, 


which contains iodoform and flexible col- 
lodion, and when freshly made is a nearly 
colorless or a pale yellow liquid. This 
preparation at the end of six months was 
of the consistency of stiff gelatin with less 
than ten cubic centimeters of liquid that 
could be decanted. It was of a dark red 
color and gave a test for free iodine. The 
odor of iodoform could hardly be detect- 
ed. It is a well known fact that iodoform, 
especially when in solution, is easily de- 
composed on being subjected to a strong 
light. One of the decomposition products 
is iodine; the other products vary with the 
solvent used. The National Formulary 
should direct that this preparation be kept 
from the light. 


Elixir of Cinchona and Iron 


contains the U. S. P. soluble phosphate of 
iron, compound elixir of quinine and 
water. The compound elixir of quinine 
contains quinine sulphate, cinchonidine 
sulphate, cinchonine sulphate and aro- 
matic elixir; containing no tannin, it does 
not give a black tannate of iron on mix- 
ing with iron preparations. The elixir of 
cinchona and iron when freshly made is 
of a greenish color. This preparation after 
the six months was of a very dark green 
color, so dark that it looked black except 
when in a thin stratum. There was a 
gray-green precipitate in the bottom 
which, in bulk, measured about one-sev- 
enth of the entire preparation. Light 
darkens and renders less soluble the phos- 
phate of iron. The exact change that takes 
place is not known. 


Behavior of Other Elixirs. 


The elixir of cinchona, iron, bismuth 
and strychnine and the elixir of cinchona, 
iron and bismuth were of the same color 
as the elixir of cinchona and iron, but un- 
like it they did not contain a precipitate. 
The free ammonia used in dissolving the 
bismuth and ammonium citrate or the 
ammonium citrate in the bismuth and am- 
monium citrate probably had something 
to do with the preventing of the precipi- 
tation. 

The elixir of cinchona, iron and cal- 
cium lactophosphate at the end of the 
Exposition was an amber colored liquid 
with a white precipitate in it. 

The liquid portions of the elixir of cin- 





* Proceedings of the Tennessee Druggists’ 


Association. 


chona, iron and pepsin and elixir of iron, 
quinine and strychnine were nearly color- 
less or of a pale yellow color. Both of 
these preparations contained a gray-green 
precipitate which measured from one- 
sixth to one-fourth the volume of the pre- 
paration. 

In the elixir of cinchona, iron and stry- 
chnine the liquid was of a very dark 
green color while the precipitate, which 
measured about one-fourth of the contents 
of the bottle, was of a gray-green color. 

The elixir of iron lactate was changed 
from a pale yellow to a brown liquid. 

The liquid portions of the elixir of iron 
phosphate and elixir of iron phosphate, 
cinchonidine and strychnine were very 
dark green in color. Both preparations 
contained a little gray-green precipitate, 
the latter more than the former. 

Both the elixir of iron phosphate and 
strychnine and the elixir of iron pyro- 
phosphate were dark green. The former 
 ——e, no precipitate while the latter 

id. 

The compound elixir of quinine and 
phosphates deposited a white coating on 
the sides and bottom of the bottle. This 
precipitate rapidly peeled off in scales or 
flakes and gave tests for calcium citrate. 

The glycerite of bismuth threw down a 
black precipitate, the composition of 
which, so far as known, has not been de- 
termined. 

The solution of bismuth, made by the 
second formula, was very turbid, although 
the insoluble matter had partially settled. 
The precipitate was of a blue-gray color 
and its composition was not determined. 

The solution of sodium carbonate ac- 
quired a red-brown color and formed a 
thin layer of a brown insoluble substance 
which adhered to the sides and bottom of 
the bottle. 

The syrup of calcium iodide became 
deep red in color, due to the liberation of 
iodine. 

The syrup of arsenate of iron gave a 
dirty green precipitate which looked like 
the precipitate which is formed when a 
carbonate is added to a mixture of a fer- 
rous and ferric salt. The sodium arsenate 
is sometimes quite strongly alkaline and 
the sample used in making the syrup may 
have been alkaline, although the prepara- 
tion was clear at first. 

The syrup of iron hypophosphite turned 
to a dark green-brown and deposited a 
green-black flocculent precipitate. 

The syrup of iron lactophosphate be- 
came very dark brown-red and turbid. 

The compound syrup of phosphates 
changed to a dark brown turbid mixture. 

Several other preparations changed 
more or less in color, and some of the 
fluid extracts and tinctures threw down 
precipitates. 


How to Postpone Old Age.* 


Anatomical experiment and investiga- 
tion show that the chief characteristics of 
old age are the deposits of earthy matter 
of a gelatinous, fibrinous character in 
the human system. Carbonate and phos- 
phate of lime, mixed with other salts of a 
calcareous nature, have been found to fur- 
nish the greater part of these earthy de- 
posits. As observation shows, man be- 
gins in a gelatinous condition; he ends 
in an osseous or bony one—soft in in- 
fancy, hard in old age. By gradual change 
in the long space of years the ossifica- 
tion comes on; but, after middle life is 
passed, a more marked development of 


*Dr. W. Kinnear, in The Humanitarian. 
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the ossific character takes place. Of 
course, these earthy deposits—which af- 
fect all the physical organs—naturally in- 
terfere with their functions. Partial os- 
sification of the heart produces the im- 
perfect circulation of the blood which af- 
fects the aged. When the arteries are 
clogged wih calcareous matter, there is 
interference with circulation, upon which 
nutrition depends. Without nutrition 
there is no repair of the body. None of 
these things interfere with nutrition and 
circulation in earlier years. The repara- 
tion of the physical system, as everyone 
ought to know, depends on this fine bal- 
ance. In fact, the whole change is mere- 
ly a slow, steady accumulation of calcar- 
eous deposits in the<system, * * 
When these become excessive and resist 
expulsion, they cause the stiffness and 
dryness of old age. Entire blockage of 
the functions of the body is then a mere 
matter of time. The refuse matter depos- 
ited by the blood in its constant passage 
through the system stops the delicate and 
exquisite machinery which we call life. 
This is death. It has been proved by an- 
alysis that human blood contains com- 
pounds of lime, magnesia, and iron. In 
the blood itself are thus contained the 
earth salts. In early life they are thrown 
off. Age has not the power to do it. 
Hence, as blood is produced by assim- 
ilation of the food we eat, to this food 
we must look for the earthy accumula- 
tions which in time block up the system 
and bring on old age. * * * Almost 
everything we eat contains more or less 
of these elements for destroying life, by 
means of calcareous salts deposited by 
the all-nourishing blood. Careful selec- 
tion, however, can enable us to avoid the 
worst of them. Earth salts abound in 
the cereals, and bread itself, though seem- 
ingly the most innocent of edibles, great- 
ly assists in the deposition of calcareous 
matter in our bodies. Nitrogenous food 
abounds in this element. Hence a diet 
made up of fruit principally is best for 
people advancing in years, for the reason 
that, being deficient in rfitrogen, the ossi- 
fic deposits so much to be dreaded are 
more likely to be suspended. Moderate 
eaters have in all cases a much better 
chance for long life than those addicted 
to excesses of the table. Fruits, fish, 
poultry, young mutton, and veal contain 
less of the earthy salts than other articles 
of food, and are therefore best for people 
entering the vale of years. Beef and old 
mutton usually are overcharged with 
salts, and should be avoided; a diet con- 
taining a minimum amount of earthy par- 
ticles is most suitable to retard old age, 
by preserving the system from functional 
blockages. * * * The daily use 6f dis- 
tilled water is, after middle life, one of 
the most important means of preventing 
secretions and the derangement of health. 
As to diluted phosphoric acid, it is one 
of the most powerful influences known to 
science for shielding the human system 
from the inconveniences of old age. Daily 
use of it mixed with distilled water helps 
to retard the approach of senility. By 


- its affinity for oxygen the fibrinous and 


gelatinous deposits previously alluded to 
are checked, and their expulsion from 
the system hastened. 

To sum up: Avoid all foods rich in the 
earth soils, use much fruit, especially 
juicy, uncooked apples, and take daily two 
or three tumblerfuls of distilled water 
with about ten or fifteen drops of diluted 
phosphoric acid in each glassful. Thus 
will our days be prolonged, old age de- 
layed, and health insured. 
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| Queries and Answers. 


|| -We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information 
| bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, and cordially invite our friends 


| 
| The name and address of the inquirer must accompany the communica- 
tion, not for publication, but to assure attention, as we make it a rule to pay 
| no regard to anonymous correspondence. 























Tooth Pastes and Tooth Powders.— 
H. F. C.—It is some time now since we 
published a collection of dentifrice for- 
mulas. A page of paste formulas is given 
in the issue of December 25, 1896, on 
page 392, and some recent formulas for 
both paste and powder preparations will 
be found on page 320 of the number for 
June 10, last year. 


Excessive Dosage (?).—W. H. C. 
writes: “Recently I received the follow- 
ing prescriptions which I declined to put 
up owing to inability to find any author- 
ity for what to me seemed excessive dos- 
age, and because I was unable to com- 
municate with the prescriber by tele- 
phone. Will you give me an authority for 
the doses here prescribed: 


T 
ae 


Zinci sulpho. carb. ..........000 2% drs 
Aquae aurantii flores .......... 3 fi. ozs 
Sig. Teaspoonful every three hours. 
II. 

OEE ies). “ankkneeabeee 40 grs 
SE ND. . sicnvevcvavsvesces 4 grs 

Ft. Chart III. 
Sig. One three times a day. 
III. 
PE: Usvckbkvbausbekueasenent 24 grs 
PS RONIE -ck Ss nesvncusibannssene 20 grs 


Ft. Chart III. 
Sig. One at night. 


“Prescription No. III. was, I ascertain- 
ed, intended for an adult, but I was not 
willing to assume responsibility for so 
large a dose. The dose of cerium oxalate 
in prescription No. III. is larger than I 
have been accustomed to dispense, while 
the dose of zinc sulphocarbolate is more 
than I have ever seen given at so frequent 
intervals.” 

The dose of zinc sulphocarbolate order- 
ed in the first prescription does seem ex- 
cessive, all of the compounds of zinc that 
are soluble in the digestive fluids being 
irritant poisons (Bartley’s “Medical 
Chemistry”). Hare in “Practical Thera- 
peutics,” states the dose at 2 to 3 grains 
in pill four or five times a day, and gives 
it as his opinion that the sulphocarbolates 
are probably eliminated from the body 
unchanged. Other authorities consulted 
agree with Hare in regard to the size and 
frequency of dose, but the statements of 
these authorities are not necessarily final, 
since the physician who prescribed the 
apparently excessive dose may have had 
special reasons for so doing, and if con- 
sulted on the subject, he would have 
probably insisted upon having the pres- 
cription filled as written. 

With regard to the cerium oxalate pres- 
cription we should not be disposed to 
question it, as cerium oxalate is frequently 
prescribed in 10 and 15 grain doses, 
though both Butler and Hare put the 
dose at 2 to 5 grains. The dose recog- 


nized in the British Pharmacopoeia, edit- 
ion of 1898, is 2 to 10 grains. In Wood's 
“Reference Hand Book of the Medical 
Sciences,” Curtis recommends a dose of 
5 to 10 grains several times a day. 

Santonin is seldom prescribed in doses 
larger than 5 grains, but the dose of 8 
grains ordered in the third prescription 
is not dangerous. Hare states that doses 
of 8 grains may be given once a day to 
adults. 


Incompatible Prescription.—C. C. 
quotes the following prescription and 
sends a sample of the product. He asks 
us to state the reaction which takes place, 
the capsule form having changed into a 
soft, sticky mass. The prescription reads: 







Caffein citrate .. 10 grs. 
Beta napthol .... 12 grs. 
Quinine sulphate 12 grs. 
Calomel Q gr. 


Ft. Caps. No. xii. 


Naphtol is a phenol body which reacts 
with many other substances in much the 
same manner as thymol and phenol do, 
but we have never heard of a combina- 
tion of a kind presented in this prescrip- 
tion giving trouble. It is quite possible 
that some reaction takes place here be- 
tween the naphtol and the citrated caffe- 
in, and if so a little ingenuity will have 
to be exercised in preparing the prescrip- 
tion so as to overcome this. The ob- 
ject of the dispenser where a given re- 
action is not intended or anticipated by 
the prescriber is to so combine the ingred- 
ients in a prescription as to retard the 
change which is brought about either by 
chemical action or the physical action of 
a solvent. We would then advise the care- 
ful mixing of the naphtol with the quin- 
ine sulphate and calomel before the caf- 
fein citrate is added. The capsules should 
be formed from the dry powder and not 
massed with glycerin. 


Drugs Affected by Light.—D. M. Co. 
write: “We would like to know if you 
could procure for us a list of tincture 
names, salt mouth names and syrup 
names that the retail druggists use in 
drug color work or amber. What we 
want is to find out the names of such 
drugs as are susceptible to light.” 

This inquiry comes from a firm of bot- 
tle manufacturers and we assume that 
what is desired is a list of titles of the 
drugs and chemicals stocked ordinarily 
by pharmacists, which are prone to 
change or _ chemical decomposition 
through the action of actinic light. We 
give such a list below with the proper 
Latin titles: 

Acidum _ gallicum, 
cyanicum dilutum, aether aceticus, am- 
monium carbonate, aqua chlori, aqua 
chloroformi, aqua laurocerasi, aqua rosae 
fortior, argenti cyanidum, argenti iodi- 


acidum _hydro- 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


dum, argenti nitras, argenti nitras dilutus, 
argenti nitras fusus, argenti oxidum, aris- 
tol, arseni iodidum, bismuthi et ammonii 
citras, bismuthi oxyiodidum, bromofor- 
mum, chloroformum, cinchonidinae sul- 
phas, colchicinum, creosotum, eucalyptol, 
elixir phosphori, "ferri chloridum, ferri 
citras, ferri et ammonii citras, ferri et 
ammonii tartras, ferri et potasii tartras, 
ferri et quininae citras, ferri et quininae 
citras solubilis, ferri et strychnine citras, 
ferri iodidum saccharatum, ferri phosphas 


solubilis, ferri pyrophosphas solubilis, 
ferri v alerianas, gossypium haemostati- 
cum, guaiacol, hydrargyri chloridum 
mite, hydrargyri cyanidum, hydrargyri 


iodidum flavum, hydrargyri iodidum rub- 
rum, hydrargyri oxidum flavum, hydrar- 
gyri oxidum rubrum, hydrargyri subsul- 
phas flavas, hydragyrum ammoniatum, 
hydrargyrum cum creta, hyarochinon, 
aqua _ hydrogenii dioxidi, iodoformum, 
liquor ferri acetatis, liquor ferri et am- 
monii acetatis, liquor ferri subsulphatas, 
liquor potassae (green glass better than 
flint glass for this preparation; green 
glass is ordered by the U. S. Pharmaco- 
poeia), liquor sodae (green glass), liquor 
sodae chloratae, lupilinum, methyl sali- 
cylas, morphinae acetas, naphtol, oleum 
amygdalae amarae, oleum anisi, oleum 
aurantii florum, oleum bergamottae, 
oleum betulae volatile, oleum cari, o'eum 
caryophylii, oleum cinnamomi, oleum 
erigerontis, oleum eucalypti, oleum gaul- 
theriae, oleum hedeomae, oleum juni- 
peri, oleum lavandulae florum, oleum 
limonis, oleum menthae viridis, oleum 
myrciae, oleum myristicae, oleum phos- 
phoratum, oleum pimentae, oleum rosae, 
oleum rosmarini, oleum sabinae, oleum 
santali, oleum sassafras. oleum  sinapis 
volatiie, oleum  terebinthinae, oleum 
thymi, paraldehydum, physostigminae 
salicylas, phyostigminae sulphas, -plumbi 
iodidum, potassii permanganas, pyrogallol 
quinidinae sulphas, quininae, quininae bi- 
sulphas, quininae hydrobromas, quininae 
hydrochloras, quininae sulphas, quininae 
valerianas, resorcinum, santoninum, sodii 
salicylas, spiritus aetheris nitrosi, spiritus 
glonoini, spiritus phosphorii, strontii 
iodidum, syrupus croci, syrupus rubi 
idaei, terebinum, tinctura aconiti ex herba 
recente, tinctura belladonnae, tinctura 
ferri acetatis Rademacheri, tinctura hyos- 
cami ex herba recente, unguentum hy- 
drargyri, ammoniati, unguentum hydrar- 
gyri oxidi flavi, unguentum hydrargyri 
oxidi rubri, unguentum iodi, unguentum 
iodoformi, unguentum plumbi iodidi, un- 
guentum potassi iodidi, zinci perman- 
ganas. 

The use of green glass containers for 
the solutions of the alkalies is advised, 
not on account of the action of the light 
upon the solutions—but because these 
powerful alkalies act upon flint glass more 
readily than upon green glass. 


Gum Shellac.—J. C. asks for the source 
and method of manufacturing gum shel- 
lac with particulars as regards the im- 
port duty upon the gum. 

Shellac is a product of the female “lac 
insect” (Coccus lacca). It is the refined 
form of the resinous crust deposited by 
this insect upon the twigs of several trees 
growing in the East Indies, and known 
as lac. The resin as taken from the tree 
is of a deep reddish brown color and is 
called stick-lac. The shellac of commerce 
is prepared from the stick-lac by a pro- 
cess of melting and straining, the color- 
ing matter being removed. The duty on 
orange shellac is 10 per cent ad valorem; 
white lac is admitted free. 
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Lotio Alba.—W. P. De F.—What is 
commonly dispensed under this name in 
the hospitals and dispensaries of New 
York City is a solution of zinc sulphate 
and sulphurated potassa in water of the 
following general formula: 


PN AMUORTES 550 5.0'5ssinseesdoce 1 dr. 
Potassae sulphuratae ........... 1 dr. 
PAGO MEM INS. widisies cicicresioieseisias 4 fl. ozs, 


This formula is in use in Roosevelt 
Hospital, in the Demilt Dispensary, the 
Dispensary of the New York Polyclinic 
and by most of the other city hospitals. 

A different formula is, however, recog- 
nized by the Bellevue Hospital authori- 
ties. The hospital formulary of the de- 
— gives the following under lotio 
alba: 


TAD ORIGE oe cicinssseicicscscccccnis 2 drs. 

Liq. plumbi subacetatis ...... 3 fil. drs 
RUNDROCETAE: ok e's since sis Se eases ssw 4 fl. drs 
BAGy CONCISE, Gs SOEs acccicwacse 4 fl. ozs, 


M. External use. 

The formula first quoted is the one 
which is most generally dispensed when 
lotio alba is called for. 


- Worcester Sauce.—C, P. T.—This for- 
mula has been printed several timés in 
recent volumes of this journal. As we 
must suppose you are a new subscriber 
we will repeat the formula for your bene- 
fit and that of the several thousand other 
recent accessions to our subscription list. 
It must not be supposed that the for- 
mula here quoted will furnish the exact 
counterpart of the sauce which has so 
long enjoyed such great popularity under 
the name “Worcester Sauce.” Some evi- 
dence relating to the composition of the 
different sauces of the Worcester type was 
brought out at the trial of an action by 
the proprietors of the original Worcester 
sauce to restrain another firm from sell- 
ing a sauce not made by the plaintiff. At 
this trial the chemists agreed that a mark- 
ed peculiarity of the imitation sauce was 
the large amount of cream of tartar it 
contained in the form of crystals. The 
plaintiff's chemist stated that the specific- 
gravity of the genuine sauce was 1.110 
and of the imitation 1.077. The acidity 
of the former was 3.62 and of the latter 
3.68. The total of dissolved solid mat- 
ters (dried at 212 degrees and 248 de- 
grees F.) in the genuine was 27 and 23.25; 
while the imitation gave 15.94 and 14.95. 
The mineral matter in the genuine was 
4.95 and in the imitation 2.72; the nitro- 
gen .13 and .16; nitrogenous matter equal 
to albuminoids, .82 and 1; sugar (glu- 
cose), 9.66 and 9.78; invertible sugar— 
cane sugar—3.08, but none in the imita- 
tion. From this last mentioned result, the 
chemist inferred that cane sugar was 
added as an ingredient in one or some 
substance that became sugar, and remain- 
ed as such. There was practically twice 
as much sodium chloride in the genuine 
sauce as in the defendant’s; the defend- 
ant’s preparation contained not more than 
.1 per cent of alcohol, while the plaintiff's 
contained .80. 

The following may be regarded as a 
type of the sauce generally known as 
Worcestershire. 

Liver 

Water 

Boil twelve hours, frequently renewing 
the water. Chop up the liver, work with 
the water, pass through a sieve, and mix 
with the following: 


WES WIRED ain cis08 506 s'sisacaw'ss 15 gals 
Walnut KEtGRUD  ...6600.606000. 10 gals. 
Mushroom ketchup ............ 10 gals. 
EE WIR ccannavs kdwenssdenne 5 gals 
ee re ree 25 lbs 


Ne een RCO OS CEE: 4 Ibs. 
Cayenne pepper (bruised)...... 2 Ibs. 
Ginger (Drussed) occececscceccce lb. 
Black pepper (powdered) ...... 1 Ib. 
Allspice (powdered) ..........+6 lb. 
(Coriander (powdered) ......... 1 lb. 
NEISO® vei ga dic cic apeiciesepisiotic usavecse Ib. 
RAIL, aawiascisincicvaicwenieeeuee ’ |b. 
Asafetida (dissolved in 1 gallon 

GE DIAROY) sence ceiseinswetccecsss % Ib. 


Allow to stand for a month and strain. 


Cause of Sulphuretted Odor in Syrup 
Hypophosphites._E. N.—The theory 
that the sulphuretted odor which is oc- 
casionally noticed in samples of syrup of 
hypophosphites is due to the decomposi- 
tion of the ultramarine bluing used in 
some sugars in not founded on a scientific 
basis. Recent investigations by an Eng- 
lish pharmacist points to the presence of 
sulphites as the incriminating factor, 
though contamination by phosphites may 
also play a part. 


Character of the Deposit in Fellow’s 
Syrup.—J. C. S—We have no recollec- 
tion of having published anything relat- 
ing to a chemical investigation of the 
deposit in Fellow’s syrup of hypophos- 
phites. The deposit is flocculent and con- 
sists largely of alkaloidal quinine and iron 
hypophosphite. 

Sample of Kidney Remedy for Re- 
port.—C. O. B.—We have received the 
sample of kidney and rheumatic remedy 
which you send for report, with a state- 
ment that the mixture is put up by a 
traveling doctor and that you have a cus- 
tomer who is anxious to get something 
like it. 

As a proximate analysis of the com- 
pound is out of the question its com- 
position can only be guessed at. The 
mixture appears to consist of three lay- 
ers: a clear watery liquid constitutes the 
bulk of the mixture and this appears to 
consist of a weak solution of sugar; the 
next layer is of lighter specific gravity and 
appears to consist of a vegetable coloring 
matter, probably some preparation of 
buchu, while the topmost layer has all 
the physical characteristics of oil of tur- 
pentine. 


Stamp Tax on Bay Rum.—W. W. P. 
is advised that bay rum is a taxable art- 
icle under Schedule B of the War Rev- 
enue law. The original containers must 
in all cases bear a stamp in proportion to 
the value of their contents. This also ap- 
plies to distilled witch hazel. 
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‘PROCEEDINGS of the Tennessee State Druggists’ 
Association at its thirteenth annual meet- 
ing, held in Kingston Springs, July 20-21, 
1898, with list of officers, committees and roll 
of members and annual report of the Tennes- 
see Board of Pharmacy, with list of registered 

harmacists. Will Vickers, Secretary, Mur- 
reesboro, 


A paper on the National Formulary by 
Professor Ruddiman adds to the interest 
of the current issue of the Tennessee Pro- 
ceedings. 


Price Lists Received. 


Monthly price list of Robinson-Pettet Co., 
a druggists, Louisville, Ky., November 


Monthly price list of Morrisson, Plummer & 
Co., importers and jobbers of drugs, 200 Ran- 
dolph street, Chicago, Ill. 
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Price-list of fine chemicals manufactured by 
Chemische Fabrik auf Actien, Berlin, Germany; 
Schering & Glatz, 58 Maiden Lane, New York. 


Monthly price list of The Roessler & Hass- 
lacher Chemical. Company, manufacturing and 
importing chemists, 100 William street, New 
York. 


Price list of medicinal and toilet soaps manu- 
factured by Stiefel, Offenbach-on-the- 
Main, Germany; sole agents for the United 
States, Schering & Glatz, 58 Maiden Lane, 
New York. 
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A Suggestion in the Dispensing of 
Methylene Blue. 


To the Editor: 

Sir: In the AmertcAN Drucocist of 
November 10th is an article from the pen 
of Mr. James Barr, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
giving, what he claims, is the “quickest 
and cleanest” method of dispensing 
methylene blue, which, in my opinion, 
could be improved upon greatly. 

His method of weighing the drug and 
putting it in capsules dry is good enough, 
but when he uses merely “water and a 
little hydrochloric acid” to clean his mor- 
tar and tile, his plan fallsa way short of 
the mark. 

In dispensing this drug I proceed much 
the same as the gentleman from Brook- 
lyn, but to clean the mortar, tile and stain- 
ed fingers, I use a concentrated solution 
of stannous chloride, made with hot water. 
This decolorizes the methylene blue, and 
with a liberal washing with soap and 
water afterward, I experience no trouble 
whatever. J. W. GIvBert. 

Deadwood, S. D., Nov. 20, 1898. 


New England and the N. A. R. D. 


To the Editor: 

Sir: In commenting on the N. A. R. 
D., in your issue of November 10, the 
statement appeared that “from every quar- 
ter save New England there comes a 
hearty welcome to the new Association.” 
This comment was unjust. New England 
may not be doing much shouting for the 
new Association at present, it only re- 
mains, however, for the new organiza- 
tion to demonstrate that it possesses a 
united front to bring forth as warm a 
greeting from New England as will be 
tendered by any other section of this 
country. With the large experience which 
has befallen New Englanders in the mat- 
ter of organization, they cannot be blamed 
for holding aloof and being skeptical as 
to the outcome of any new effort. The 
last attempt at organization in this sec- 
tion, though ably officered, and skillfully 
managed, met with partial failure, there- 
by disappointing its staunchest support- 
ers. Asa result of this movement, how- 
ever, many local associations were organ- 
ized, which are still in existence, many 
of them doing good work. But the main 
organization was a disappointment; what 
wonder then, after this earnest effort, so 
poorly rewarded, that the trade of this 
section awaits material results before en- 
tering into new alliances? The business- 
like manner with which the officers appear 
to be conducting the affairs of the N 
R. D. brings forth universal favorable 
comment. 





New ENGLANDER. 
Boston, December Ist. 

















360 














| Business Hints. 


PRACTICAL DISCUSSION OF STORE METHODS AND | 
ADVERTISING. 


By Ulysses G. Manning. 


The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise any advertisement 
submitted, and to suggest improvements. Questions 
answered and advice given. 























EMULATE HIM. 


HE following article on the adver- 
tising of one of the subscribers to 
the AMERICAN DruccisT recently 

appeared in Printers’ Ink. 

There is an opportunity for one drug- 
gist in every town or small city to do 
equally well if he will display equal en- 
terprise. Mr. Deam’s success is not due 
entirely to the particular methods em- 
ployed. It is not due to the fact that he 
has used reading notices instead of dis- 
play advertising, that he has used out- 
door signs or reaped advantage of the 
proprietary medicine advertising; the es- 
sential thing is that he has persistently 
kept himself in the centre of the stage by 
perfectly legitimate methods. He has had 
a definite plan and has diligently pursued 
it; has devoted a proper proportion of his 
income to advertising and has been wide- 
awake and enterprising withal. His ad- 
vertising has been timely, seasonable, 
newsy and educational, and these features, 
united with persistence and good business 
management, will win for any druggist. 
Hundreds of the readers of this depart- 
ment can profit by a careful reading of 
this article: 


For Country Druggists. 


Mr. W. H. Tribolet, of Bluffton, Ind., sends 
the story printed below. The Little Schoolmas- 
ter has found it rather interesting, and prints it 
here in the belief that nn tua who advertise 
will find it worth readin 

The city of Bluffton, Ind., is a fair example of 
several hundred other towns of 5,000 population 
in the Middle States, and the advertising prin- 
ciples laid down and carried out by Charles C. 
Deam, who is engaged in the retail drug busi- 
ness there, may Ge of benefit to druggists in 
towns of that size or less who have $200 a year 
to expend in printers’ ink. Mr. Deam started 
in the drug business ten years ago with little 
more capital than his credit, and now owns an 
$8,000 stock, together with a bank balance suf- 
ficient to pay his advertising bills at least. 

From the start Mr. Deam has been a constant 
and steady advertiser. First of all, he has en- 
deavored to secure a monopoly on all the pro- 
prietary remedies for the sake of the advertising. 
In the Chronicle and Banner, the two weekly 
county papers, he has control of the Bucklen, 
Chamberlain and E. C. DeWitt remedies. There 


are sixteen separate advertisements R each 
popes which end with the phrase, old at 
eam’s Drug Store.” While deriving Fg profit 


from the sale of these medicines, he further has 
the benefit the advertising does his business, and 
the only expense is the extra quantity he must 
purchase to secure an advertising appropriation. 

In addition to this, Mr. Deam carries about 
twenty lines of local advertising in both papers, 
separated intotwo or three paragraphs, for which 


he pays five cents per line. These local ads he 
changes regularly each week. Attention is paid 
to the sedson of the year when the articles ad- 
vertised are most appro priate, seeds and paints 
in the spring, cough medicines in the winter and 
spring, blue goggles to protect the eyes during 
the threshing season, assafetida during a 
whooping cough epidemic, a hog cholera remedy 
when a scourge is on, sage about Thanksgiving 
spices in the canning months, etc. People vend 
Mr. Deam’s ads because they are new each 
week, and are appropriate to their needs. Two 
other methods are employed to cover the country 
districts. Every almanac, calendar or pamphlet 
issued by proprietary remedy houses, in fact 
every piece of printed matter, has the name of 
Mr, Deam printed on it with a rubber stamp, 
and these are placed in the wagons of the farm- 
ers in the alleys, streets and feed yards every 
Saturday. By this method they reach the farm- 
ers’ homes. 

Fence painting is not indulged in by Mr. 
Deam, as too expensive. He has just had paint- 
ed 3,400 signs on muslin,17 different forms, 15x24 
in size, at a cost of $38. These will stand the 
inclemencies of the weather for three years, and 
are easily tacked on trees, convenient fence 
posts and buildings, and are more conspicuous 
than the fence signs usually resorted to by the 
average country advertiser. 

For publicity in Bluffton Mr. Deam uses noth- 
ing but window displays and the Evening News, 
the one being reciprocal in nature to the other. 
When he receives an invoice of pipes, one of his 
windows is filled with these articles, and his ad- 
vertising is on the subject of pipes. Another 
day it may be wool soap or chamois skins, or 
trusses, but whatever it is they get the benefit 
of the advertising. He also attempts to catch 
the public at an opportune time. For instance, 
Buffalo moths made their appearance through 
Indiana this spring, and were a matter of general 
comment. In the News appeared the following 
advertisement: 

“The Buffalo carpet beetle is suposed to have 
been introduced into America from Euro ; 
about 1876, since when it has spread all over t 
Eastern and Central States, doing great F ieeneg 
The adult beetle is about a quarter of an inch 
long, black with white spots, and red stripe 
along the middle of the back. They lay their 
eggs in the carpet, and the larvae feed upon the 
carpets. They are so small they can ruin a car- 
pet before you notice them. You want to exam- 
ine your carpets at once, and if you do not have 
them a little preventive will not hurt. A remedy 
that will kill them and their_eggs is A. B. C. 
compound, manufactured by Chas. C. Deam. It 
is put up in quart bottles and costs only 25 
cents. Every bottle guaranteed.” 

Mr. Deam devotes his advertisements to timely 
topics, and uses nothing but reading notices 
among the local matter every other day, = 
no advertisement runs more than once. His ad- 
vertising appropriation is $1 a week in each 
of the two weeklies and about the same in the 
daily. His other advertising amounts to in the 
neighborhood of $50. With this amount of 
money expended annually Mr. Deam has made 
a success in the same location where two other 
druggists have failed. 

A year ago Mr. Deam took out the whisky de- 
partment of his prescription case, and handles 
no intoxicants of any description. The fact is 
generally known that he is the only druggist in 
the city who does not sell whisky. There is no 
diminution of receipts from this new departure 
which is a rarity in the State of Indiana, an 
perhaps is one of his best ads. 


FF se 
CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


Editor Business Hints: 

Have sent you under separate cover one of my 
folders and also one of my blotters. I would 
like to have your criticism on them. Please 
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PRIZE ADVERTISEMENT. 


The AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
offers a prize of One Dollar, each 
issue, for the best retail druggist’s ad- 
vertisement. The prize is this time 
awarded to Mr. L. M. Liggett. 




















enter in prize contest. The folder was dis- 
tributed from house to house and mailed to our 
country trade. I also place one in every package 
that leaves the store. I derive great benefit 
from the advertising department and think the 
AMERICAN Druceist the best drug journal pub- 


lished. 
L. M. Liccerr. 
Galion, Ohio. 


Mr. Liggett’s blotter has been awarded 
the prize for this issue. While the ad. is 
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wWerfumes. 


T has always been our en- 
deavor to cater to the 
users of GOOD PERFUME. 
There is no branch of our 
business that we take more 
pride in and which we take 
more care in buying than that 
of Perfumery. After years 
of experience we have found 
no line of Perfumes quite 
equal to those of Adolph 
Spiehler’s. 














They are pleasing, last- 
ing and true to the flower. 








This seasen we have 
bought an elegant 


We carrya complete 
line of these goods 


and buythemFRESH || line ef PERFUME 
FROM THE LABOR- || ATOMIZERS. CUT- 
ATORY. We also || GLASS BOTTLES 


and FANCY PACK- 


have the Spectal | a 
AGE PERFUME, any 


Odors of a number 








of other rellable || ef which make beau- 
manufacturers of || tiful presents. 
Perfumes. | 








When you wish the best perfumes 
the market affords, at reasonable 
prices, come to us. 











eee eee 


L. MW. Liggett, 


Prescription Druggist. 








This Blotter is Perfumed with QUEEN OF 
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not one of exceptional merit, it is a pleas- 
ing one and the arrangement and general 
availability had bearing on the decision. 
The setting was very neat, the printing 
good, and the perfuming of the blotter in- 
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creased its value as an ad. As a rule it 
would pay better to give more space to 
the particular odor with which the blot- 
ter was perfumed and less to perfumes in 
general. 

The folder is a very neat one. It con- 
sists of six pages, printed in blue on can- 
ary-colored enameled paper. The chief 
criticism is that too much ground is cov- 
OEELELEELE SELEELELELESLESESE 

Getting the cream of the drug 
and liquor business. 

That’s what we’re doing. 

As the national day draws 
near we are thankful for that. 

Thankful that our prescription 
and liquor merits are apprec- 
iated. 

Thankful that best qualities, 
ability, low prices and straight- 
forward methods are gaining in 
favor. 

We suppose you're thankful 
to be relieved of the high prices 
prevalerit before our advent to 





SOseseseete 


this city. 

Hunter’s Club Rye $1.50 full 
quart. 

Alligretti’s Chocolates (the 


only genuine), 60 cents. 
California Clarets 25c. per bot- 
tle up. 


BAKER & CO., 


Druggists. 
QSTFTTSSTTFITSTTS FSTSSISSIE 





ered. There are enough subjects for 
three or four folders, and it is a ques- 
tion whether people will take it all in. It 
would probably pay better in the long 
run to give the public broken doses, and 


A Song 
of September. 


Two little flies in my chamber I see; 
I have killed one, and now there are three. 





Three little flies crawling over my door, 
I have killed two, and now there are four. 


Four little flies on the wall still alive; 
I have killed three, and now there are five. 


Five little flies, but their fate soon I’ll fix; 
I have killed four, but now there are six. 


Six little flies to torment me have striven; 
I have killed five, but now there are seven. 


Seven little flies buzzing early and late; 
I have killed six, and now there are eight. 


Eight little flies, all impatient to dine; 
I have killed seven and now there are nine. 


Nine little flies within reach of my pen, 
I have killed eight and now there are ten. 


ood Beelzebub, “Lord of the fly,” 
Call home the children who thus multiply. 


Sticky and poison fly paper will relieve you of 
all these torments. 


JOHNSON & JOHNSON, 


Charlottetown, P. E. I. 





oftener. Not all the matter in the folder 
is original and the piecing together is 
apparent. This may or may not impair 
its value. 


Some Cheap Advertising. 


W. T. Cummins, Winchendon, Mass., 
sends a number of slips that he uses for 
enclosing in packages. These are repro- 
ductions of some of his newspaper ads. 
When the paper has the ad set he has 
them run off a supply of slips from the 
form. His newspaper advertising is thus 
supplemented by the store distribution, 
The plan can often be employed to advan- 
tage and is of course inexpensive, as all 
there is to pay for is the paper and press 
work. I know of others who employ the 
same method when they have a special 
sale or an unusually large ad, thus get- 
ting a supply of circulars without cost of 
setting. 

Fe st 


A Good Ad. 


Editor Business Hints: 

Please enter enclosed ad in prize competition. 
I use a similar one each week, and shall be 
pleased to receive suggestions. 

G. H. Sapper. 

Washington, Mo. 


The ad sent is a good one and was a 
leading competitor for the prize. The dis- 
play is excellent, the headline first-class 
and the matter fair, though rather loosely 
written. The ad is on the subject of hair 
tonic, and the arguments presented ought 
to induce sales. If the writer of the ad 
will take a little more pains with the con- 
struction of his sentences his productions 
will be hard to beat. 


To Stand Well with the Druggist. 


Chas. F. Haas, of Orwell, O., in a let- 
ter to Printers’ Ink, directs attention to 
an article which recently appeared in 
that publication, headed ‘Proprietary 
Goods,” that speaks of a combination 
that exists in several States among retail 
druggists to discourage the sale of all 
proprietary medicines which do not afford 
at least 50 per cent profit, and among 
other things, boldly asserts that “No 
druggist can do very much to make or 
mar the sale of a good and popular ar- 
ticle.’ The manufacturer who so boldly 
expressed himself, I think has something 
to learn on this point, says Mr. Haas, and 
if he would visit some country drug store 
where so many of the proprietary med- 
icines are sold, and take notes for a 
week, he probably would express quite 
an opposite opinion. There is no doubt 
but that this same opinion is held by 
many manufacturers, and action prompted 
by this false idea is no doubt one of the 
prime causes for the breach between the 
manufacturers and retail druggists to- 
day. Almost every person of to-day ob- 
tains a knowledge of physiology before 
he leaves school, and few persons indeed, 
of average intelligence, but what possess 
some knowledge of the common 
drugs. The druggist of to-day must 
know his business, and know it well, to 
be able to successfully pass an examin- 
ation as pharmacist. The people, know- 
ing this, trust him. If he is as honest to 
his customers in telling them only the 
truth as the schoolmaster teaches his 
pupils to be in ad.-writing, he can, indeed, 
say little good of some of the leading pro- 
prietary medicines; and when _ once 
known to the community as an honest, 
conscientious man, a vast amount of 
printers’ ink would be necessary to con- 
vince his customers he is wrong. 

It is not dishonest for druggists to 
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enter into a combination and sell medi- 
cines of their own manufacture. No man- 
ufacturer has a right to call a druggist 
dishonest if he does so. The manufactur- 
er advertises and sells his medicine in 
one way, and the druggist advertises and 
sells his by talking to his customer. He 
knows the contents of his—he can talk 
truthfully. 

That well-known cough tablet, “Frog 
in Your Throat,” is sold almost every- 
where. Hance Bros. & White, the manu- 
facturers, could no doubt teach many of 
the “leading manufacturers” some valu- 
able points. I believe almost every live 
druggist in the United States is their 
friend, and I believe their sales are 
doubled because of it. Their nicely writ- 
ten booklets, attractive advertising and 
helps to druggists, force a druggist to feel 
that he is in duty bound to push the 
sale of their goods. 

It is a fact that a successful ad.-writer 
must know all about the article he is 
writing about if he expects to tell a good 
story. Why should not a druggist know 
something about the article he is selling 
to his customers? In a recent cross-ex- 
amination of the only chemist of a lead- 
ing manufacturing firm of a well-known 
proprietary medicine before representa- 
tives of the Ohio Food and Dairy Com- 
mission, the chemist testified he had four 
years’ experience. Said morphine was a 
liquid powder. He could positively tell 
morphine in a_ solution regardless of 
other ingredients, simply by the taste. 
Didn’t know what it was derived from. 
Didn’t know if it was derived from a co- 
coanut tree or a cherry tree. Was not 
familiar with the United States Pharma- 
copoeia or United States Dispensatory, 
or any book on poisons. 

The remedy is advertised as one in 
which great knowledge and skill is uti- 
lized to prepare a valuable therapeutic 
preparation. Taking it for granted that 
the “manufacturer” who speaks of the 
combinations of dishonest druggists has 
some knowledge of medicine, I ask him, 
“Would you have this chemist prepare 
medicine for your child, or would you go 
to a druggist whom you knew knew his 
business?” Dollars and cents go a great 
way, but it is not all. 

I am a druggist and a cutter, believing 
in small profits and large aggregate sales, 
and without any hostile feeling toward 
proprietary medicines, but this same 
spirit of independence and defiance that 
stands out so boldly in the interview with 
the manufacturer is daily widening the 
chasm between druggist and manufac- 
turer, and is bound to lead to the only 
result it can—that is, the department 
stores alone will handle the goods, while 
the druggists will sell their own. Closer 
friendship between the manufacturer and 
druggists would cure these ills. Tell the 
druggist a little about the real merits 
of your medicine—the action of the in- 
gredients. Get him interested. The re- 
sult will be surprising. 


“Postage stamps of the best quality at 
lowest prices” is the odd advertisement 


used by Thos. Burke, pharmacist, of 
Marlboro, Mass., on his powder envel- 
opes. 


The Company We Keep. 


R-I- ie A-N-S. 10 for 5 cents at druggists’, gro- 
cers’, restaurants, saloons, news-stands, general 
stores and barber sho They banish pain, in- 
duce sleep, prolong lite. One gives relief:—Geo. 
Rowell’s advertisement in the New York Evene 
ing Post. 
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Drug-Store Yarns. | 


TOLD AFTER BUSINESS HOURS— NEW PRESCRIPTIONS 
FOR WEARY DRUGGISTS. 


Anecdotes of the Comic, Humorous or Pathetic Side of Drug-Store Life Are 
Solicited for This Column—For Accepted Articles Payment Will be Made. 


























A NEW MAN AT ROSEBURG. 
By M. Quap. 


I never could understand why the new 
man made the mistake he did. Druggists 
are looked upon, I believe, as pretty 
shrewd men and close observers, and they 
escape disaster where other men fall easy 
victims. Roseburg was a town of 8,000 
people, and it had three drug stores. The 
new man came out from Chicago and 
bought out one of the three stores, and 
therein lies my story. 

In a town of 8,000 people everybody 
knows everybody, you know. There are 
legends, traditions and idioms which no 
stranger can catch on to. People run in 
cliques and ruts. The meetings of the 
Masonic Lodge take place every Thurs- 
day evening; of the Odd Fellows every 
Friday evening; of the three church 
choirs every Saturday evening. Certain 
men drop into the hotel on certain even- 
ings; certain other men drop into grocer- 
ies or drug stores. There is a routine 
about these things, and nothing but an 
earthquake or a blizzard can break it up, 
even for an evening. Langham’s drug 
store was old-fashioned; so was Lang- 
ham. The windows were cleaned about 
three times a year. Once a year the stove 
was blacked and the metal of the two 
show-cases rubbed up, and perhaps a few 
of the bottles were moved about. There 
was no radical change, however. Mr. 
Langham didn’t go in for radical changes, 
and his customers wouldn’t have put up 
with them. On one occasion he had the 
floor soaked and mopped and on another 
he had the ceiling whitewashed, but the 
protests were so vigorous that he never 
experimented in that direction again. 

Langham had run a drug store for fif- 
teen years, and for fifteen years his store 
had been the headquarters for a certain 
clique. We gathered there six evenings 
a week, and felt mighty lonely on the 
seventh because his store was shut up. 
We could always count on a congrega- 
tion of ten or twelve, but the usual num- 
ber was twenty. Now and then one of the 
crowd bought a bottle of hair oil or a box 
of pills and told Langham to chalk down 
the amount, but we didn’t assemble to 
buy, and he didn’t count on our custom. 
The object was purely social. He had 
four chairs, two boxes and counter room 
for fourteen sitters, and we took posses- 
sion by constitutional right. We smoked 
clay pipes and corn-cob pipes; we played 
checkers and fox-and-geese; we gossiped 
and slandered and lied. If a would-be cus- 
tomer came in we regarded him as an in- 
truder; if Langham showed a disposition 
to work us out before eleven o’clock we 
rebelled and cowed him. I must do him 
justice, however, to say that he was thor- 
oughly in accord with the object of the 


meetings, and always appeared to enjoy 
himself. 

This thing had been going on for years 
and years when the new man arrived. He 
came into the store of an evening when 
our crowd numbered twenty-three people. 
Every man was smoking, and at least half 
of them were telling stories, slandering 
absent ones or lying about their war rec- 
ords. He had every chance to see and to 
hear and to post himself on legends and 
traditions. I have always contended that 
he was a brave man to offer Langham a 
price for that drug store—brave but reck- 
less. He ought to have realized what the 
breaking up of the club and the routine 
would mean to that store. Langham was 
amazed and indignant at the offer to pur- 
chase, and when we heard of it and de- 
manded to know his policy he solemnly 
assured us that he intended to live and die 
in the midst of his friends. Money is a 
powerful factor, however. When he real- 
ized that he had been offered a good thing, 
and that such an opportunity might never 
come again, he threw us down. It was a 
base, unworthy action, but such is human 
nature. He sold out slyly and secretly, 
and left town at once to avoid our ven- 
geance. Indeed, not a man of us knew 
that a sale had been effected until we 
gathered at the usual hour of a Monday 
evening. To our amazement and indigna- 
tion we found that the stove had been 
freshly polished, the floor cleaned, the 
show-cases and bottles changed about, and 
the new man behind the counter. It was 
not the old familiar place any more. It 
was a new drug store, with new aims and 
ambitions. There was only one chair left 
for the sitters, and the counters were so 
obstructed that no one could use them 
for roosts. A box of copperas which had 
occupied one steady place for tweive long 
years had been rudely hustled out of 
sight, and a basket of sponges which had 
stood in the front window still longer had 
disappeared forever. 

As if all this were not enough, the new 
man was ready to add insult to injury. 
He had a bland smile, and he rubbed his 
hands, and as each man entered the store 
he was briskly approached and softly sa- 
luted with: 

“Well, sir, what can I do for you this 
evening?” 

The most of us were paralyzed and turn- 
ed away, but now and then a man re- 
belled. Old Goodman, for instance, who 
had played four games of checkers every 
week-day night for almost twelve years, 
could not be thrown down without pro- 
test. 

“Do you mean,” he demanded, “that 
you have bought out this store?” 

“Yes, sir,” was the brusque reply. 

“And you are going to run it?” 

“Of course.” 
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“And about our club?” 

“I know nothing about your club. I 
am offering a great bargain in that toilet 
soap there.” 

Well, that was the finis of our club. It 
was the breaking up of our routine. We 
might have hired the cooper shop for our 
nightly meetings, and a butcher threw out 
strong hints that we would be welcome, 
but men can’t make such sudden changes. 
Some of us had to stay home, to the great 
wonderment of our families, and some had 
to sneak into shoe shops and grocery 
stores and be looked upon as intruders. 
Very naturally, revenge was the only 
thing thought of. The new man put plate 
glass in his windows, oiled up the wood- 
work and got in fancy show-cases and a 
new stock, but we had camped on his 
trail. We gave out that he was stingy 
and mean; we inveighed against his im- 
provements and his prices; we found fault 
with him generally and personally, and 
the man who made a purchase of him was 
listed as a bold-faced enemy to American 
freedom. The new man had some spare 
capital and lots of grit, and he fought back 
and refused to be downed. We had the 
advantage, however. He had put his iron 
heel on one of the customs of a small town, 
and had hit a thousand men in hitting 
twenty. He held on for a few months 
over a year, but the crash was inevitable. 
The Sheriff at last took possession and 
sold him out, and no one heaved a sigh 
when he folded his tent and stole silently 
away. He was a smart druggist, but he 
did not understand human nature as it 
may be read in every small town. He was 
a good business man in his way, but he 
had the wrong way. It would have been 
the same had be bought out the cobbler, 
the grocer or the hotel] man and abolished 
their gangs. Cities lose their traditions 
in the lapse of time, but a small town 
clings the tighter to them as time goes on, 
and the checker-board at the corner gro- 
cery descends from father to son with a 
legitimacy that no one must dispute. 


Carbonic Acid Gas in the Novel. 


Readers of Henry Seton Merriman’s 
latest story, “Roden’s Corner,” will not 
soon forget the narrow escape of the 
hero from the plot of Van Holzen, who 
locks him into a room where there is a 
vessel from which carbonic acid gas is 
being rapidly evolved. He is overcome 
by the gas and falls to the floor. There 
he is revived by the purer air, and re- 
flects that he must not arise lest he come 
under the power of the gas again. Drag- 
ging himself to the door, under which 
fresh air enters from without, he bursts it 
open and so is saved. So matters go in 
the story; but a correspondent of “The 
Academy” directs attention to the fact that 
carbonic acid gas is much heavier than 
air, and that the hero would have been 
scarcely aware of its presence until it 
had risen to the level of his head, when, 
if he had fallen, he surely would not have 
regained consciousness. But cannot a 
novelist be allowed to forget the specific 
gravity of gases? 


Editor—Can’t I get you to advertise with us? 
Undertaker—What’s the good—the people I 
do business with can’t read.—Brooklyn Life. 


She—Are ht one of our Seventy-first heroes? 
He—No, I ain’t no hero; I’m a regular.—Life. 


“Hobson seems to be the hero of the period,” 
said the lady boarder. 

“T thought the Colon was all he was after,” 
said the Cheerful Idiot.—Jndianapolis Journal. 
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WITH SPAIN. 


A Forgotten Lesson of Experience. 


ATIONS are slow to learn and quick 

to forget. The memory of the Civil 

War is still alive in the minds of 

many participants, yet the story of the 

war with Spain as it is being unfolded 

before the Commission appointed to in- 

vestigate its conduct proves that the les- 

sons taught by the experience of thirty 
years ago have not been profited by. 

It seems incredible that with all the 
mass of data before them which accumu- 
lated during the Civil War, the heads of 
the Government should have fallen into 
precisely those errors which caused the 
greatest suffering and the greatest loss 
during the Civil War. It required an 
experience of more than a year of the Civil 
War before the Government realized the 
necessity of placing pharmacists in charge 
of the medical supplies of the army. This 
was at last done by means of an act 
passed on May 20th, 1862, which provided 
for the appointment of five medical store- 
keepers, who were required to be “skilled 
anothecaries or druggists.” These five 
medical store-keepers were given the pay 
of a lieutenant, but without any rank or 
uniform, and were required to give bond 
in the sum of $40,000 each. Four of the 
six store-keepers appointed were also as- 
signed to duty as acting medical purvey- 
ors without any increased pay or rank. 

The duties of the medical store-keep- 
ers were very important and their respon- 
sibility was out of all proportion to their 
pay and rank—or lack of rank. In ad- 
dition to procuring and issuing medical 
supplies those store-keepers who were 
acting medical purveyors were also dis- 
bursing officers, being charged with the 
payment of accounts against the medical 
department and also of contract surgeons, 
and of the civilian employes in hospitals, 
such as cooks and nurses. 

During the Civil War, two Government 
laboratories were established by Sur- 
geon-General Hammond, one of which 
was located at New York and the other at 
Philadelphia. The laboratory in Phila- 
delphia was in charge of Professor John 
M. Maisch. Each of these laboratories 
was connected with a depot through 
which supplies were purchased and is- 
sued. The other depots were divided into 
department and field depots, the former 
being located at the most central point 
of each military department, the latter be- 
ing in close proximity to the scene of 
active operations. 

The following figures from a “State- 
ment” issued by Surgeon R. S. Satterlee, 
medical purveyor, U. S. A., at New York, 
will give some idea of the amount of 
drugs and medicines supplied from a 
single depot to the army during four 
years and three-quarters. The list con- 
tains only the drugs and medicines, dress- 
ings and hospital stores, as we have not 
space for the other supplies which came 
under the head, “Surgical Instruments,” 
medical books, record books, stationery, 
hospital clothing, bedding, furniture and 
appliances, and miscellaneous articles. 
The moneys expended by Surgeon Satter- 
lee in purchasing all the supplies and for 
services of contract surgeons, nurses, etc., 
during the period mentioned, amount to 
the large sum of $18,086, 569. 31, of o 
$753,184.91 were in 1861, $2,779,635.21 i 


1862, $3,420,334.33 in 1863, $6,472,498.41 in 
1864 and $4,660,916.45 in 1865. 


Reorganization Proposed in 1865. 


Ve have for a long time advocated the 
Print sont of a pharmaceutical corps in 
the medical department, having at its 
head a pharmacist general with the rank 
of colonel, with officers of suitably 
graded rank attached to the army corps, 
divisions, brigades and regiments respec- 
tively, the lowest being a lieutenant and 
two sergeants attached to each regiment. 
This suggestion was based upon a care- 
ful and independent study of the con- 
ditions in our service both in times of 
peace and of war, and has met with the 
approbation of a number of officials in a 
position to judge of its practical value. 
We are agreeably surprised to have 
brought to our attention the fact that the 
organization of a corps along almost 
identically the same lines was proposed 
just after the close of the Civil War. We 
present below a portion of an article on 
this subject, which was printed in the 
Army and Navy Journal for August 5, 1865. 
This article was written in criticism of a 
communication from a previous corres- 
pondent of that journal, and is evidently 
the outcome of an intimate knowledge of 
the conditions of the service during the 
mighty conflict which had just beea 
brought to a close. The close accord 
shown between the plan advocated by the 
AMERICAN Drucoist and that proposed 
in the following communication is of 
itself sufficient evidence that a careful and 
independent study of the subject can lead 
only to the one conclusion, namely, that 
a corps of expert pharmacists should be 
put in charge of the entire medical supply 
service of the army: 


Now, in my opinion, this branch of the Medi- 
cal Department, that of supplying the Army with 
medicines, needs more reform than any other; 
but, in order to submit a plan which, it seems 
to me, would remedy most of the evils, I have 
to take up another point of “‘H’s’’ article. He 
says ‘“‘the rank of the Hospital Steward should 
be raised to that of Cadet,” etc. 

What does hospital steward mean? In our 
Army it means a man who is, according to the 
law (General Order, No. 2, War Department, Ad- 
jutant-General’s Office, Feb. 24, 1859), “‘sufficient- 
ly intelligent and skilled in pharmacy for the 
proper discharge of the responsible duties likely 
to be devolved upon him,” or, in other words, 
he should be able to read and write, and put 
up a prescription. He also has charge of all the 
public property in the hospital, of the policing, 
of the providing of the sick with meals, he has 
to keep the hospital records and accounts, must 
be able to perform the minor surgical operations, 
and, in cases of emergency, or in the absence of 
the Surgeon, he is called upon to prescribe for 
the sick. Thus, the hospital stewards in most 
armies are divided among three men, viz.: the 
apothecary, the chirurgus, and the stew ard proper. 
To call an apothecary or a chirurgus steward is 
simply ridiculous, especially in a country where 
every negro waiter in a restaurant desires to be 
addressed as steward. 

yi ogg says the steward should be subjected to 
a most “rigorous examination’’—examination on 
what subjects, I ask—materia medica, chemistry, 
botany, etc,? Or shall he be examined on Pow 


ers’ Minor Surgery? No. Dr. J. Wood- 
ward’s excellent book, entitled Hospital Stew- 
ards’ Manual, and made authoritative y order of 


the then Surgeon- General (Dr. Hammond), who 
ordered a liberal <pey of the same to be pur- 
chased and sent to all the armies—is the work 
which tells all the steward is obliged to know 
and to do. 

“The hospital steward,” “H”’ says, “should be 
allowed and induced after two years’ service to 
enter the list of Junior Assistant-Surgeons.” 
Now, I ask “H” how he proposes to make out 
of the nondescript, a hospital steward of this 
day, in two years’ time, a physician? 

What is needed to supply the want of the 
Medical Department of the Army in this respect 
is a corps of thoroughly educated apothecaries— 
not drug-clerks whose whole knowledge 
consists in knowing how. to “make a 
bundle.” A thoroughly educated  apothe- 
car will know how to keep. accounts, 
anc experience will teach him how a 
hospital should be conducted. Constitute them 
as a separate corps under an Apothecary-General 
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instead of Purveyor-General, with two Deput 
Apothecary-Generals. The Apothecary-General, 
with the two Deputy Apothecary-Generals, to be 
charged under the Surgeon-General with provid- 
ing supplies for the Army—the Agetheaney- 
General and one Deputy Apothecary-General to 
be stationed in New York City—the other Depu- 
ty Apothecary-General to be stationed in San 
Francisco, Cal, Then appoint five Apothecaries 
with the rank and pay of Majors of Cavalry, to 
be stationed at the oe Elbe rs of each military 
division, to take the place of the Medical Pur- 
veyors, at the headquarters of each Military De- 
partment, and two to be on duty in the office 
of the Apothecary-General. ‘Twenty Assistant 
Apothecaries, with the rank of Captain of Cav- 
alry, to be Stationed as Medical Purveyors, at 
the headquarters of each Military Department, 
and two to be on duty in the office of the Apoth- 
ecary-General. Twenty Assistant Apothecaries, 
with the rank of First Lieutenant of Cavalry, 
to be in charge under direction of the Surgeons 
of the large hospitals; and one hundred Assist- 
ant Apothecaries, with the rank of a Second 
Lieutenant of Cavalry, to be in charge of small 
garrison hospitals, and seventy-five Assistant 
Apothecaries, with the rank of a Cadet, to be 
stationed as Assistants in large hospitals. 

A _ Board should meet, composed of such men 
as Dr. Squibb, to examine applicants for the 
Corps of Apothecaries, and appointments should 
be made according to the order of merit in 
which the candidates have passed. Afterwards 
promotions should be made by seniority, always 
subjecting the member next on the list for pro- 
motion to another thorough examination until he 
reaches the grade of Apothecary, with the rank 
of Major. 

All new applicants should enter as Assistant 
Apothecaries with the rank of Cadet. They 
should serve at least six months before they can 
be admitted to another examination and_pro- 
moted. In every grade above that of Cadet 
they should be required to serve at least five 
years before they can again be examined and 
promoted. 

The total number of commissioned officers of 
the corps of Apothecaries would be 148, thus, 
One Apothecary-General with the rank of 
Colonel of Cavalry, two Deputy Apothecary- 
Generals with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel of 
Cavalry, five Apothecaries with the rank of Ma- 
jor of Cavalry, twenty Apothecaries with the 
rank of Captain of Cavalry, twenty Assistant 
Apothecaries with the rank of First Lieuten- 
ant of Cavalry, one hundred Assistant Apothe- 
caries with the rank of Second Lieutenant of 

avalry, and seventy-five Warrant Officers or 
Cadets. 

This corps would prove less expensive than 
the present system ot assigning Medical Officers 
as Purveyors, who are often very much depend- 
ent on their clerks in the discharge of their du- 
ties, living, naturally enough, ignorant of the 
drug. business. 

It is a wrong impression most physicians have 
that a physician must eo ipso be an apothecary, 
and that all an apothecary needs to know is 
how to put up a prescription. Pharmacy is as 
much ot a science, and requires as mi.ch study 
and industry as medicine. The practice of medi- 
cine depends in no small measure on the ad- 
vancement in pharmacy for its success, and 
pharmacy, again, looks to chemistry for new de- 
velopments. 

The establishment of a Government Laboratory 
would be an excellent school for the apothecaries, 
Two establishments of this kind have been in 
— during the last two years and a half 

the war, and most of the medicines used have 
been prepared there at a great saving to the 
Government. One, situated at. Astoria, L. I., 
was partly destroyed by fire in February last, but 
up to the present time is still in operation. The 
other is located in Philadelphia. 

Almost every Government shop has been no- 
ticed in some paper or other, but the Labora- 
tories have never received any attention—may 
be because they owe their origin to the Fx-Sur- 

— -General, W. A. Hammond, and were, per- 

for the same reason never recognized by 
the Deertecy of War; but whatever may be said 
about the administration of Dr. Hammond, the 
establishment of a Government Laboratory’ was. 
certainly a move in the right direction. M. 


Another Victory for the California 
Fig Syrup Company. 


The United States District Court at 
Helena, Mont., has recently issued an in- 
junction enjoining the “Queen City Med- 
icine and Manufacturing Co,” of Helena, 
from using the name “Fig Syrup” or 
“Syrup of Figs” on any laxative medicine. 
The California Fig Syrup Co. have ex- 
pended a vast amount of money and ef- 
fort in promoting the sale of their prepar- 
ation and propose to protect themselves 
against all infringements of their rights. 
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PHILADELPHIA JOINS THE 


MOVEMENT. 


A Local Organization Formed to 
Co-operate with the N. A.R.D. 


Officers Elected and Resolutions of Support 
Adopted. 


PHILABELPHIA, Dec. 5.—A representa- 
tive gathering of the retail trade was held 
in the College of Pharmacy Museum on 
Friday, December 2, and, by the unanim- 
ous vote of those present, a local branch 
of the National Association of Retail 
Druggists was formed. Organization was 
effected by the election of officers and the 
appointment of proper committees and 
the local society began its career with 
nearly two score members. Even be- 
fore the organization was completed, how- 
ever, the association began the consider- 
ation of questions affecting the welfare of 
the retail trade, in the course of which 
considerable discussion was indulged in 
upon the subject of the Philadelphia 
Wholesale Drug Company, an association 
of retail druggists banded together for 
mutual benefit. The new society gives 
every indication of a vigorous growth. 

The call for the meeting grew out of a 
gathering to which 24 representative re- 
tail druggists from various sections of the 
city had been invited and which was at- 
tended by eight. This preliminary meet- 
ing was held some weeks ago and it was 
determined then to issue a general invit- 
ation to all members of the trade to meet 
and consider the advisability of organiz- 
ing a local branch to the new National 
Association. William McIntyre presided 
at the previous meeting and in conse- 
quence took the chair at Friday's gather- 
ing. 

He said in opening the meeting that 
the objects of the national organization 
were no doubt thoroughly understood by 
all present because of the full reports 
printed in the trade papers, and he would 
not therefore take up time by discussing 
them further. At the conclusion of his 
remarks Messrs. E ppstein, Poley, Perry 
and Cliffe made brief statements and then 
a vote was taken upon the question of or- 
ganizing the local society. There was a 
hearty affirmative vote from all in the 
room. 

J. C. Perry, who acted as secretary pro 
tem., suggested that the officers consist of 
a president, two vice-presidents, a secre- 
tary, treasurer and five members of an 
executive committee. These suggestions 
were adopted, but a further suggestion 
that officers be nominated by a commit- 
tee was rejected and the meeting as a 
whole made the nominations. 


Election of Officers. 


Chairman McIntyre then thoughtfully 
adjourned the meeting for five minutes in 
order that the representatives of the 
northern, southern, western, eastern and 
central sections of the city might caucus 
for a member of the section for Executive 
Committeeman. Upon the termination of 
the recess the following officers were 
elected without opposition, the secretary 
casting a ballot for them: President, Wil- 
liam McIntyre; first vice-president, W. 
L. Cliffe; second vice-president, A. Hoch; 
secretary, W. A. Rumsey; treasurer, L. C. 
Funk; Executive Committee: E. R. Gat- 
chel, J. C. Perry, D. H. Ross, H. C. Blair, 
Jr., E. J. Finnerty. 

It was decided to hold meetings on the 


first and third Fridays of the month, to 
have the initiation fee fixed at $1 and to 
restrict memberships to “persons who are 
registered pharmacists in the meaning of 
the laws of Pennsylvania, owning a retail 
drug store.” 

Mr. McIntyre, calling W. L. Cliffe to 
the chair, then made a brief address on 
the work of the Philadelphia Wholesale 
Drug Company and offered a resolution 
upon the subject, but after brief discussion 
the meeting decided to postpone action 
until the next meeting. The resolution 
follows: 


Whereas, It is now about twenty years since 
the Philadelphia retail druggist has been able 
to secure full retail prices for proprietary medi- 
cines; and, as it is not his fault that this con- 
dition of trade exists to-day; and, 

Whereas, A large percentage of Philadelphia 
retail druggists, finding it advantageous to rely 
on their own endeavors to better the financial 
condition which confronts them, have success- 
ful.y organiz.d and managed—* ‘The Ap: »sthecaries’ 
Union, Limited,” and its suecessor— ‘The Phila- 

ic wrug, Co., Limited” during 
these nine years past, and intend to continue 
the business, 

Resolved, That we request the resolution 
which recites, that manufacturers of proprietary 
medicines be asked to restrict the distribution 
of their goods to wholesale druggists, be sus- 
pended in its application to Philadelphia until 
such time as the conditions are so altered that 
the retailer will be able to assume the risk of 
the change. 

Resolved, That delegates from this meeting 
are hereby instructed to present to the National 
Association of Retail Druggists and any com- 
mittee or joint committee of the same, the 
above preamble and resolutions as part of our 
proceedings and to see that when the —— 
list of ‘“‘distributors” is made, The Philadelphia 
Wholesale Drug Company, Limited, and similar 
associations organized under the ‘laws of the 
State of Pennsylvania, are not denied a place 
upon such list. 


The names of those who enrolled them- 
selves as members follow: George A. 
Lambert, Carl H. Bohn, P. N. Pinchback, 
Henry C. Blair, Jr., Jacob Eppstein, Su- 
sannah G. Haydock, W. L. Cliffe, J. W. 
Neel, T. W. E. Stedem, William Mc- 
Intyre, Whilldin Foster, E. J. Finnerty, 
Jr., Alex G. Keller, L. F. Segrest, H. C. 
Clapham, Jas. S. Sands, A. Hoch, Chas. 
F. Wild, Ernest W. Herrmann, H. B. 
Moore, Richard H. Lachey, Campbell & 
Bro., E. W. Bormig, W. H. Lautz, L. J. 
Steltzer, John B. Reynolds, William M. 
Morrison, Robert McNeil, John J. Keen- 
an, D. H. Ross, Emil Ott, Henry Emile 
Nicond, J. C. Perry, Warren H. Poley, 
W. A. Rumsey. 





No Stamp Tax on Phenacetine. 


The decision rendered by Judge Brown 
of the U. S. Circuit Court in the case of 
the U. S. vs. Aristol, etc., which was re- 
ferred to in our last issue in connection 
with a report of the trial is presented in 
full below. The able review of the case 
by Judge Brown brings out several in- 
teresting features in the law aside from 
the main point decided in this trial. 

It is understood that the department 
will not appeal the case, being perfectly 
willing to abide by the decision of the 
Circuit Court. As yet, however, no rui- 
ings have been issued based upon the de- 
cision. 

It was admitted that all the articles in ques- 
tion are covered by patents and a trade-mark, 
and that all are proprietary medicinal articles. 
As such, according to Schedule B (p. 468), all 
would be subject to a stamp tax without doubt, 
except for the proviso of Section 20. The latter 
section provides: 

“That no stamp tax shall be imposed upon any 
uncompounded medicinal drug or chemical, nor 
upon any medicine sold to or for the use ‘ol any 
person which may be mixed or compounded for 
said person according to the written recipe or 
prescription of any practicing physician or sur- 
geon, or which may be put up or compounded 


for said person by a druggist or a pharmacist 
selling at retail only. ‘Lhe stamp taxes provided 
for in Schedule B of this Act shall apply to 
all medicinal articles compounded by any form- 
ula, published or unpublished, which are put up 
in style or manner similar to that of patent, 
trade-mark, or proprietary medicine in general, 
or which are advertised on the package or other- 
wise as remedies or specifics tor any ailment, 
or as having any special claim to merit, or to 
any peculiar advantage in mode or preparation, 
quality, use or ettect. 

This specific proviso establishes an exception 
to the general language of Schedule B and ex- 
ciudes trom liability to tax all such articles as 
come within the proviso even though they may 
be proprietary medicinal articles or covered by 
a patent or trade-mark. For the latter part of 
the clause above quoted shows clearly that 
in framing this proviso, Schedule B was present 
in the mind of the framers of the law, since it 
distinctly declares that “all medicinal articles 
compounded by any formula, which,” etc., shall 
be subject to the “stamp taxes provided for in 
Schedule B.”” Thus, among proprietary or pat- 
evted medicinal articles, and articles that are 
put up in a similar manner the distinction is 
clearly pointed out between those which are 
compounded medicinal drugs and those which 
are not; the former being taxable and the latter 
exempt. And the terms ‘‘compounded,” and 
“uncompounded medicinal drugs or chemicals,” 
must be interpreted according to the common 
use of those terms in the business and among 
the persons referred to in the Act, as shown by 
the context in the provisions in which they 
occur. 

The evidence produced before me accordingly 
relates (1) to the meaning of the phrase * ‘un- 
compounded medicinal drug or chemical,” and 
(2) to the phrase “all medicinal articles com- 
pounded by any formula;” there was but little 
evidence, however, bearing on the latter point. 

The testimony leaves no doubt that all of the 
twelve articles seized are highly complex chem- 
ical substances, more or less largely used as 
medicines, and valued as such. fhe chemical 
constituents of all of these articles are known 
and their properties. The arrangement of the 
molecules is also known in all except in Pro- 
targol. Though complex in chemical composi- 
tion, each article is proved to be strictly a single 
chemical substance, entity, or unit. In each 
the constituent elements are united by chemical 
affinity, and by a peculiar arrangement of the 
molecules, whieh gives to each of these articles 
properties and peculiarities distinguishing it not 
only from its own elementary constituents, but 
from every other known substance. 

Though each of these articles is a single defi- 
nite chemical substance, however, - inasmuch 
as each is a chemical compound, consisting of 
several different elements chemically combined, 
and is a medicinal drug or chemical, it is con- 
tended by the Government that it is not ‘‘uncom- 
pounded” within the proviso of Section 20, above 
quoted; but that it is a drug compounded of 
the different chemical elements that enter into 
its combination and therefore not an “uncom- 
pounded drug.”” The c laimant contends that this 
cerstruction of the phrase ‘“tuncompounded me- 
dicinal drug’ is erroneous, resulting from a 
confusion of the terms “compound, compounded 
and uncompounded,” which, it is claimed, are 
altogether distinguishable and_ different. The 
evidence is very clear and convincing that while 
the term “compound” is in common use in 
chemistry, as in such phrases as ‘a chemical 
compound,” or “a compound formed,” etce., 
etc., the words “compounded” and ‘“uncom- 
pounded” are wholly _unknown to chem- 
ical science, and are neither found in chem- 
ical text books nor used in the chemical labora- 
tory. The term “compound” signifies in chem- 
istry a substance formed by a chemical union 
of its constituent elements, and never a simple 
mixture in which a chemical union of the ingre- 
dients does hg occur. In pharmacy, on the 
other hand, a “compound” is merely a mixture 
of * different ge eerg without reference fo 
chemical union; and the word ‘‘compounded” 
eniployed in ordinary and common use in phar- 
macy to indicate something formed by a mixt- 
ure of ingredients without chemical union. A 
compounded drug is a drug made up of other 
articles, drugs or chemicals mixed together, by 
trituration, by rubbing together, or by dissolv- 
ing, etc. Such an article is not a single definite 
chemical substance, but “compounded” by the 
mere mixture of two or more chemical sub- 
stances, each of which retains its own separate 
properties, which is not, true of a chemical com- 
pound. The verb to “compound” means to 
mix or prepare. To “compound” a prescription 
is to prepare it for use, or put together the dif- 
ferent articles specified in the prescription so as 
to be fit for the patient; and this is the ordinary 
and common use of the word with druggists. 
An “uncompounded medicinal drug,” in phar- 
macy, is a drug not made up of two or more 
constituent drugs or chemicals, but a single 
drug as prepared without admixture for the 
pharmacist’s use, and with no reference to its 
elementary chemical constitution, whether simple 
or compound. Iron, sulphur, iodine are ex- 
amples of simple chemical elements that are 
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drugs when suitably prepared for medicinal use, 
Quinine, opium, etc., are common examples of 
single *‘ ‘uncompounded medicinal drugs,’’ though 
“compounds” chemically considered. 

The witnesses called by the Government do 
not in substance differ from the explanation of 
terms as given by the defendant’s witnesses to 
the effect above stated. None of them testity 
that either of the articles seized is a ‘‘compound- 
ed medicinal drug or chemical,” or “compound- 
ed by any formula;” while many of the claimant’s 
witnesses testify that each of these articles is a 
single chemical substance, and an “uncompound- 
ed medicinal drug.” 

In order to uphold the Government’s claim 
that the articles in question are taxable, [ should 
be obliged to disregard the great weight of evi- 
dence in the case, and to hold that the phrase 

“uncompounded medicinal drug” is used in the 
statute in a sense not only unknown to science, 
but also unknown to those whose business it is, 
as pharmacists or apothecaries, to deal in drugs 
and chemicals, and in respect to whom espe- 
cially it must be considered that this proviso 
was framed. It would certainly be unreasonable 
to put any such construction upon the phrases 
of this act. The term ‘“‘uncompounded” is used 
once, and the term “compounded” three times 
in the proviso above quoted. The term “com- 
pounded” is twice used obviously in 
reference to pharmacists, druggists or 
apothecaries in putting up drugs, which 
is their peculiar business. The proviso declares 
that no tax shall be imposed upon any medi- 
cine ‘mixed or compounded for such a person 
according to the written recipe or prescription 
of a practicing physician, or which may be put 
up or compounded for such person by, 3 drug- 
gist or pharmacist selling at retail only.” These 
obviously have reference to the pharmacist 
alone. The language used by the Act is his 
language; and it must be interpreted as it is 
ordinarily understood in his art. The word 

“compounded” as used a little later in the same 
proviso in reference to medicinal articles com- 
pounded by any formula, is to be interpreted, 
as the context shows, in the same sense; that 
is, mixed, put together, or prepared, according 
to any formula published or unpublished. The 
evidence is clear that none of the articles in 
question are prepared in that way. The pre- 
paration of phenacetine, a type of all, by the 
mixing of chemical substances in order to pro- 
duce chemical reactions resulting in a new and 
distinct chemical substance or entity, is a wholly 
different operation from that described or in- 
tended by the act as “‘compounded by any form- 
ula.”’” The latter is a mere mechanical operation 
resulting only in a mechanical mixture; the for- 
mer is a refined chemical elaboration resulting in 
a new chemical substance, an uncompounded 
medical drug. 

The evidesce shows that the articles in ques- 
tion are wholly different in kind from what are 
commonly termed patent medicines or the 
articles usually put on the market and adver- 
tised as such, or advertised as specifics for dis- 
eases. These articles are prepared for the use 
of physicians upon prescriptions to be put up 
by the druggist; they are advertised for these 
purposes only, and this distinction separates 
them from the class of articles which seem to 
have been particularly in mind in the provisions 
of Schedule B, which are mostly, if not exclu- 
sively, mere compound mixtures. Proprietary 
medicinal drugs or chemicals consisting of phar- 
maceutical extracts, tinctures, alkaloids, etc., are 
doubtless taxable, because they are not “un- 
compounded drugs, ” but compounded mixtures, 
retaining the qualities of their component parts 
instead of exhibiting the new properties of a 
distinct drug or chemical substance. I do not 
perceive the practical difficulties urged as to ap- 
plication of this distinction; and if even some 
such difficulties existed, it would not be a suffi- 
cient reason for not ‘applying the distinction 
made by the proviso of the 20th Section wher- 
ever, as in this case, it is clear. 

I am of opinion, therefore, that the articles in 
question are not taxable, but are exempted by 
the proviso of Section 20 above quoted, and that 
no forfeiture of the articles in question was in- 
curred by the failure to affix revenue stamps. 


OUR REPORTS OF MEETINGS. 


President Pierce Now Compliments the 
“American Druggist.” 


To the Editor: 

Sir: I was pleased to get a copy of 
the AMERICAN Druaaist with full report 
of the Retail Association meeting, as 
well as the other two organizations. It 
is the best report we have seen yet. 

Very truly yours, 
Mort PIeERcE, 
Pres. Prop. Asso. 
Buffalo, Nov. 2, 1898. 


REMINISCENCES OF AN OLD- 
TIME APOTHECARY.* 


FIGHTING THE JAPANESE IN THE 
SIXTIES, 


By Joon Cowan, 
Pharmacist, U. S. N. 


In 1867, at the age of 16, I entered the 
U. S. Navy as a First Class Boy, intend- 
ing to follow the life of a seaman. My 
first cruise was to the Asiatic Station, on 
the U. S. S. Iroquois, Commander Earl 
English. The now celebrated naval his- 
torian, A. T. Mahan, was our first lieu- 
tenant. 

That was before the Suez canal was 
dug, and our route was around the 
Cape of Good Hope. We had a sort of 
roving commission, to touch at ports 
seldom visited by U. S. ships of war. 
Among them was Madagascar, Johanna, 
of the Comoro group of islands, in the 
Indian Ocean; Aden, Arabia. Think of 
Aden, at the entrance of the Red Sea, 
only 1,100 miles from Suez, being con- 
sidered a remote port! But brains, money 
= the steam-shovel have changed all 
that. 

We also touched at Muscat, in Arabia, 
said to be the hottest place in the world. 
While there, we were obliged to wet the 
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decks about every hour to prevent the 
pitch from boiling out of the seams. 
From Muscat we went to Bombay, a 
very fine city, thence to Singapore and 
Hong Kong, China, where we arrived 
about November, 1867. 


An Ultimatum to the Mikado. 


At Bombay we received orders to join 
the flagship “Hartford,” at Nagasaki, 
Japan, where the admiral was assemb- 
ling the fleet to make a naval demonstra- 
tion before the port of Kobé, Japan, in 
which we were to be joined by the Brit- 
ish, French and Dutch fleets. The 
powers sent the Mikado an ultimatum 
to the effect that unless he opened the 
ports of Kobé and Osaka to the com- 
merce of the world they would take and 
hold them. 


Opening the Ports of Japan. 


January 1, 1868, was the day assigned 
as a limit, and at noon the flags of all 

* Mr. Cowan has, since writing the above, been 
promoted to the newly created rank of ‘Phar- 
macist.”—[Ep. Am. Drua.] 


nations were hoisted on a little knoll 
near the beach, while a national salute of 
twenty-one guns thundered from the 
fleet. The Japs made no protest. In a 
few days the Pacific mail steamer Her- 
man arrived from Yokohama with a full 
passenger list of Americans and Euro- 
peans, and soon a mushroom city sprung 
up. The U. S. Minister, Van Falken- 
berg, established a legation, and took 
upder his protecting wing the consuls 
of all other nations’ excepting Great 
Britain, France and Holland, which na- 
tions had war vessels of their own pres- 
ent. The representative of Prussia was, 
in 1868, under the shelter of the Stars 
and Stripes, there not being a single 
Prussian war vessel in Eastern waters. 
How different in the year 1898, when we 
read of a German prince and admiral 
commanding squadrons. of _ ironclads 
planting their banner wherever they 
choose on Chinese soil! 

Shortly after the opening of the ports 
the war vessels commenced to depart in 
all directions. The Hartford, Shenan- 
doah and Iroquois moved to Osaka, 
about twenty miles from Kobé, where, 
in attempting to cross the bar, the ad- 
miral’s barge capsized in the surf, 
drowning the admiral (Bell), his flag 
lieutenant and twelve men. After recov- 
ering all the bodies, we proceeded to 
Kobé, where they were interred with 
due military ceremonies, in which we 
were joined by the English and French 
men of war. 


A Battle with the Japanese. 

About the early part of February, a 
Japanese army of about ten thousand 
men, and led by a prince, attacked the 
little settlement. The Iroquois and 
Oneida (U. S.), Ocean and Slaney (Brit- 
ish), and Le Place (French), landed all 
the men they could spare, perhaps about 
600, well armed and equipped. This lit- 
tle band actually drove the Japanese 
army into the woods, only four of our 
men being wounded, and I do not think 
the English and French had any more. 
We had none killed. How many Japan- 
ese were killed we could never find out, 
but there must have been a great many. 
They were huddled together in a solid 
mass, and our grape and canister from 
12-pound howitzers ploughed through 
their ranks several times. 

Very early in my naval career I found 
that the life of a seaman was not the 
thing for me. Being possessed of a 
common school education and a little 
reasoning powers, I made up my mind 
that if I ever followed the sea it would 
be in some other capacity than a deck- 
hand. 


Life of the Common Sailor. 


I could not take kindly to my sur- 
roundings. Life on board of one of 
Uncle Sam’s warships in those days was 
far different from what it is at present. 
Poor Jack had very few comforts. The 
cooking facilities allowed the crew and 
the preparing of the food was very bad. 
There was no such thing as a mess 
table. They had what they called a mess 
cloth, a piece of canvas painted black 
was spread on the deck, the food was 
dished up in tin pots and pans, and the 
mess—from fourteen to sixteen men-— 
squatted down on the deck around this at 
their meals. The fresh water for drink- 
ing and cooking purposes was measured 
out in very limited quantities, notwith- 
standing the fact that we were supplied 
with a distilling apparatus. It was con- 
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sidered a luxury to be able to wash the 
hands and face in fresh water. There 
was plenty of salt water, but this is a very 
poor substitute for fresh water. 

The chief petty officers were the only 
ones in the old navy among the crew 
that were allowed a mess table. They 
consisted of the master-at-arms, ship's 
yeoman, paymasters, steward, orderly 
sergeant of marines and surgeon’s stew- 
ard, that being the title of the apothecary 
at that time. 

On board the Iroquois the medical of- 
ficer, a very kind-hearted gentleman, 
took an interest in me, and urged me to 
take up the study of pharmacy, with a 
view of going to sea with him as sur- 
geon’s steward. The facilities for gain- 
ing a practical knowledge of anything 
pertaining to pharmacy or chemistry was 
very meagre, but the doctor loaned me 
all the books he possessed on the sub- 
jects. me 

Studying Pharmacy Under Difficulties. 

The dispensary was about 6x8 feet, the 
scales were of a very antique pattern, 
there was a mortar and pestle, a couple 
of graduates, and, I think, a glass funnel 

—a fine array of apparatus to master the 


science of pharmacy. I was not con- 
nected with the medical department, 
either, but was a top-gallant yardsman, 


stationed at a gun and in a dingy—that 
busiest of all boats on a small vessel. 
We had no electric lights in those days; 
each mess was served out with about ten 
tallow candles per week. I considered 
myself very fortunate to obtain one of 
these per week to read by. Then, again, 
I was handicapped “4 having to extin- 
guish my dip at 8 p. m., when all naked 
lights were put out. 

After cruising around China and Ja- 
pan, and getting many hard knocks by 
the elements, typhoons, monsoons and 


the like, one November day, in 1869, our 
hearts were gladdened by that most 
cheerful of all calls on a man-of-war: 
“All hands up anchor for home.” No 


one can imagine the feelings those few 
simple words create in the breasts of 
men who have been separated from 
home and friends for three long years. 
The proud old ship with her long home- 
ward bound pennant flying, seemed like 
a thing of life as we steamed through 
the fleet amid the cheers from all the 
warships in port, foreign as well as our 
We bid farewell to Hong Kong 


own. 
and the Asiatic Station. After a very 
pleasant voyage around the Cape of 


Good Hope, 
as we also did at St. Helena, we arrived 
at Hampton Roads, Va., April 15, 1870, 
and were ordered to Philadelphia to go 
out of commission, which event took 
place April 23, 1870. On that day I cast 
aside the marlinspike and serving mallet 
as my tools of trade, and adopted the 
mortar and pestle. 

was ordered 


My friend, the surgeon, 
to the U. S. navy hospital at Ports- 
mouth, N. H., and he invited me to come 
and continue my studies there. The hos- 


pital was an old frame building, but there 
was a well-arranged and_ well-stocked 
dispensary. hee, to my great advan- 
tage, the apothecary was a well-educated 
German, graduate of a German univer- 


sity. The doctor made arrangements 
with him to become my tutor, himself 
assisting. Never did a preceptor take 


more interest or devote more time to the 


instruction of another. He was very 
methodical in business matters—very 
exacting—but kind and patient. He de- 


where we made a short stay, 


voted two hours every evening to hear- 
ing my lessons, quizzing, and mapping 
out a task for the following day, and 
then the apothecary would take me in 
hand for practical work. There was no 
college of pharmacy in_ Portsmouth— 
nor in the State of New Hampshire, for 
that matter. I kept plodding along until 
July, 1871, when the U. S. S. Kansas ar- 
rived and needed an apothecary (the title 
having been changed from “surgeon's 
steward”’). 


Third-Class Apothecary. 


I passed the examination, and in July, 
1871, received an appointment as a third- 
class apothecary, with a salary of $30 
per month. I have been in the navy ever 
since, and have served on the flagship 
of every station where the United States 
retains a fleet, and that is all over the 
world. I was on the Kansas when that 
vessel convoyed the Virginius out of As- 


pinwall, irom under the guns of the 
Spanish warship Pizzaro. 1 was on the 
Lancaster and witnessed the bombard- 


ment of Alexandria, Egypt, in July, 1882. 
I have circumnavigated the globe at least 
twice, having visited nearly all the cap- 
itals of Europe. 

The following is a list of the vessels I 
have served on: Iroquois, Kansas, Cali- 
fornia, Richmond, MHartiord, Supply, 
Huron, Trenton, Constellation, Talla- 
poosa, Navy Yard, Portsmouth, N. H.; 
Lancaster, Trenton, Galena, Philadel- 
phia and naval station, New London, 
Conn., 1891-98. 

I am afraid that I am taking up too 
much of your valuable space, but I could 
give you enough reminiscences of the 
service to fill your paper. 


Apothecaries and Their Clerks, 


The New York Sun comments at some 
length editorially upon the plans of the 
“Shorter Hours’ League” in the issue of 
December 6th, and the attitude assumed 
is so fair and the conclusion arrived at so 
just that we reproduce the editorial in full 
below: 

We publish elsewhere a letter from the sec- 
retary of the Druggists’ League for Shorter 
Hours, in which he attributes dangerous mis- 
takes made by the prescription clerks of apoth- 
ecaries to physical weariness due to their long 
hours of work. The law, however, can ac- 
cept no such excuse for carelessness from which 
death results, nor can the public take it into 
consideration as affording a shadow of justi- 
fication for the fatal blunders. 

This league seems to assert that such blun- 
ders are an inevitable consequence of the long 
hours of work imposed by apothecaries on pre- 
scription clerks. If that is so, the public, as a 
necessary means of self-protection, must refuse 
to deal with such apothecaries. If the safety 
of the sick requires that the hours of the clerks 
should be shorter, so that their wits may be 
always clear, an apothecary should employ 
enough of them to reduce the working time for 
each, and if the extra assistance costs him 
more than he can afford he ought to go out of 
the business. 

A movement among the apothecary clerks for 
shorter hours is, therefore, in the interest of 
the public, if the assertions and inferences of 
the letter of our correspondent are true and 
sound. By organizing themselves, as the trades 
are organized, they may be able to compel a 
reduction in the hours, as the others have done; 
and it seems from a publication of the Ne a 
sent with his letter that it contains already 
nearly 400 members, “consisting about pti 
of proprietors and clerks from the better class 
of drug stores in the Greater New York.” The 
proposition, however, that there shall be spe- 
cial legislation to compel the reduction is un- 
sound, and if it were heeded at Albany it would 
result probably in throwing many of the clerks 
out of employment. As it is, the small apothe- 
caries have a hard struggle to make a liv- 
ing, and are kept at work longer than their 
employes. Any considerable increase in their 


expenses would drive them out of the business, 
and so far lessen the demand for clerks, though 
a part of the loss might be made up in the 
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greater number shorter hours would require for 
the larger shops. 

Men in the professions, and certificated phar- 
macists are professional men, cannot regulate 
their hours of employment like a day laborer. 
They cannot knock off work at a particular 
heur. Physicians, more particularly, are liable 
to a call to severe duty at any hour of the 
night, even if they have worked hard all day. 
The publication of the league, to which we have 
referred, puts the hours ot work of apothecaries’ 
clerks at fourteen on week days and fifteen on 
Saturdays. Doctors who send their prescrip- 
tions may be at work the whole twenty-four 
hcurs, with a little time here and there snatched 
for meals and sleeping. No drug clerk’s task 
is so exhausting as that of many a physician, 
yet no excuse tor a false prescription, on the 
score of exhaustion, would avail the doctor, 
though the pharmacist’s weariness is put for- 
ward as a justification for blundering in com- 
pounding it. 

This league says apothecary shops are kept 
open longer than necessary, longer than in 
other countries, because of anxiety to get trade, 
and that the publi ic necessity would be served 
sufficiently if they closed at the hour which is 
usual with other retail traders, and simply 
filled physicians’ prescriptions in response to a 
bell ring. That may be true, but the matter 
should be regulated by agreement of the trade 
rather than specific legislation. 





Kentucky Board of Pisce. 


The first annual meeting of the Ken- 
tucky Board of Pharmacy since the pas- 
sage of the new law was held in Frank- 
fort, October 11th. Addison Dimmitt, of 
Louisville, presented credentials, having 
been appointed by the Governor to suc- 
ceed Dr. J. W. Fowler, whose term of of- 
fice expired. 

The annual renewal registration fee was 
fixed by the Board at $1.00. The follow- 
ing applicants were registered by exam- 
ination: S. N. Gray, Louisville; Randolph 
G. Moore, Franklin; E. Miles Hagan, 
Louisville. The following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year: Presi- 
dent, C. S. Porter, Somerset: secre- 
tary, J. W. Gayle, Frankfort; treasurer, 
Addison Dimmitt, Louisville; chairman 
Executive Committee, ©. Lewis Diehl, 
Louisville. The Examining Committee is 
composed of C. Lewis Diehl, Addison 
Dimmitt and J. W. Gayle. 

The next meeting will be held at the 
Louisville Hotel, Louisville, the second 
Tuesday in January. 


The a Sin West of 


Chicago. 





The D. M. Newbro Co., of Butte, 
Mont., has moved into the store recently 


erected by it. This is said to be the hand- 
somest drug store west of Chicago. The 
front of the store is composed of two 
quarter-circle windows of plate glass pro- 
jecting two feet on the sidewalk. The 
ceiling is eighteen feet ten inches high and 
is finished in oaken panels eighteen inches 
thick. Mr. Newbro’s private office is lo- 
cated in a gallery at the back of the store 
which commands a view of the whole in- 
terior. All the fittings are of the finest 
quality and most artistic design. One fea- 
ture of special interest is a dark room for 
the use of amateur photographers, which 
is supplied with running water and all 
modern conveniences. 

Mr. Newbro, the president of the com- 
pany, tookatripto the Hawaiian Islands 
spring, which he found most delight- 
ul. 


From | Mother Seigel. 


The estate of the late Mr. Andrew Jud- 
son White, the founder of the firm of A. J. 
White & Co., has been valued at $300,000 
in realty and $450,000 in personal prop- 
erty. He leaves everything to his widow 
and his son. 
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South Carolina Association. 


The twenty-second annual meeting of 
the South Carolina Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation was held at Rock Hill on Nov- 
ember 23d and 24th. The principal in- 
terest of the meeting centered about the 
question of the rigid enforcement of the 
pharmacy laws and resolutions were 
passed endorsing and promising support 
to the State Board of Pharmacy in the 
active enforcement of the law. It was 
decided to change this time of meeting 
from fall to spring, and the next mecet- 
ing will be held at Charleston during the 
second week in May, 1899, at the same 
time as the meeting of the United Con- 
federate Veterans’ Association. The 
following is the list of officers elected for 
the ensuing year: 


President—O. E. Thomas, of Columbia. 

Vice-Presidents—A. P. Aimar, of Charleston, 
and M. H. Sandifer, of Rock Hill. 

Secretary and Treasurer—Julian A. Barbot, of 
Charleston. 

encom 2 E. Burke, of Charleston. 

Finance Committee—H. Baer, C. F. Schwett- 
man and F, M, Smith, of Charleston. 

Stewards—A. A. Kroeg and J. A. Barbot. 

Examining Board—E. S$. Burnham, of Charles- 
ton, T. Robinson, O. E. Thomas, O. Y. Owings, 
J. A. Barbot and Secretary R. B. Loryea, of 
Manning. 


St. Paul Druggists Organize. 


To unite the retail druggists of St. 
Paul for the mutual protection of trade 
interests, is the object of the Retail Drug- 
gists’ Association, organized at the Com- 
mercial Club rooms on November 16th. 
About twenty-two of St. Paul’s promin- 
ent druggists were present and voted to 
adopt the constitution and by-laws for 
the new organization, offered by the com- 
mittee. Fifty names are on the member- 
ship roll and the annual dues are one 
dollar; only druggists actively engaged in 
busi.ess are eligible to membership. The 
local organization is an auxiliary to the 
National Association of Druggists re- 
cently organized in St. Louis. The per 
capita tax for the quarter was sent to the 
national organization, and an additional 
$15 to be used in the promotion of the 
work of the national society. The fol- 
lowing officers were named and will serve 
for one year: President, S. B. Conger; 
first vice-president, Walter Nelson; sec- 
ond vice-president, Henry McColl; secre- 
tary, W. E. Lowe; treasurer, E. J. Rom- 
ans. The Executive Committee includes 
Fred Conger, F. M. Parker and A. A. 
Campbell. The next meeting will be held 
at the Commercial Club rooms on the 
second Wednesday in January, 1899. 


Daring Drug Store Robbery in 
Denver. 


Ford’s pharmacy, at Fifteenth and Cali- 
fornia streets, Denver, in the business 
centre of the city, was robbed by two men 
at half-past nine on the evening of Nov- 
ember 19th, while the store was brilliant- 
ly lighted and the street full of people. 
The clerk, S. O. Horan, was alone in the 
store when two men came in and asked 
for some perfume. On turning his back 
to them to look for the perfume one of 
the robbers presented a pistol at his head, 
commanded him to throw up his hands 
and marched him into a room at the rear 
of the store. The robber then took the 
clerk’s watch and money and made his 
escape. In the meanwhile the other burg- 
lar had secured some $35 in cash from the 


cash register and had also made his es- 
cape. 


Work of the N. és R. TX 


F. E. Holliday, of Topeka, chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the N. A. R. 
D.; Frank A. Faxon, of Kansas City, 
chairman of the Proprietary Committee 
of the N. W. D. A., and W. J. Walding, 
of Toledo, recently visited New York 
City, Boston and Baltimore in the inter- 
est of the resolutions passed at the St. 
Louis convention, which read as follows: 

Resolved (1st) That we request the manufac- 
turers of proprietary articles to so adjust their 
prices that they shall not exceed $2 per dozen 
for 25-cent articles, $4 - dozen for 50-cent ar- 
ticles, and $8 per dozen for $1 articles (other 
articles in same proportion when _ purchased 
in lots of one dozen or more). ’ : 

(2) That manufacturers limit the distribution 
of their goods when sold at lowest wholesale 
discount, to the legitimate wholesale dealers 
recognized jointly by the associations. 


In an interview with an AMERICAN 
Druccist representative, Mr. Holliday 





F. E. HOLLIDAY, 
Chairman Executive Committee N, A. R. D. 


spoke most hopefully of the results of his 
mission to the East. He stated that while 
definite pledges were not secured the most 
friendly feeling was shown by the several 
proprietors and there seems to be a strong 
probability of securing their adherence 
: the plans oe by the N. W. D. 

. and the N. : 

“ this city “the ‘committee conferred 
with A. E. Richardson, of the Wells- 
Richardson Drug Co., who met them 
here by appointment on November 30th. 
Sa —<" was also participated in 

M. Kline, of the Smith, Kline & 
2 Mone § Co. 

On the following day the committee, 
accompanied by Fred L. Carter, of Car- 
ter, Carter & Kilham, visited Boston and 
consulted with representatives of the 
Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine Co., F. E. 
& J. A. Green, C. I. Hood & Co. and 
the J. C. Ayer Co. Returning from Bos- 
ton. Mr. Holliday visited Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Chicago on N. A. R. D 
matters before returning to his home. 


From the President of the N. A. R. D. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
RETAIL DRUGGISTS, | 
Office of the President, { 
423 N. Charles Street, J 


BALTIMORE, Dec. 7, 1898. 
To the Editor: 

Sir: I want to thank you for your earn- 
est and helpful work in furthering the in- 
terests of the N. A. R. D. Certainly no 
fault can be found with the pharmaceu- 
tical press; some of the journals are 
somewhat conservative, but yours must 
be ranked as one of the foremost. in ad- 
vocating the cause of the retailer, work- 
ing fearlessly and forcefully in his behalf. 
I am surprised to find so many pharma- 
cists who do not read the journals; they 
are in many instances entirely ignorant of 
the scope of the movement and the results 
already accomplished. Nothing, it seems 
to me, will conduce more toward extend- 
ing organization than a larger circulation 
of good active pharmaceutical journals. J 
would be glad to see local associations 
take this matter up and make arrange- 
ments whereby some journals should be 
sent to every retailer in their respective 
territories, who is not already a_ sub- 
scriber. Reassuring you of my sincere 
appreciation, I am, with best wishes, 

Very truly yours, 
Hy. P. Hynson. 


Drug Importers Protest. 


. 
Representative drug importers had an 
important conference with the Sub-Fin- 
ance Committee of the Senate at the 
Public Stores in this city recently. The 
meeting was held in the office of Gen- 
eral Appraiser Ham. Senators O. H. 
Platt and J. K. Jones, of the Senate Com- 
mittee, were present. The delegation of 
drug importers consisted of John H. 
Stallman, of Stallman & Fulton, chair- 
man of the Drug Trade Section of the 
Board of Trade and _ Transportation: 
James Hartford, of Schoellkopf, Hartford 
& Maclagan, and Carl B. Franc, of R. W. 
Phair & Co. These last named gentle- 
men represented the Importers’ Commit- 
tee of the Drug Trade Section. The ob- 
ject of their audience with the Senate 
Committee was to present a_ report, 
adopted at the recent meeting of the sec- 
tion which protested against the require- 
ments of the present tariff law with re- 
gard to marking the quantity of con- 
tents on packages of all imported articles. 
The Government claims that the provis- 
ion objected to is liberally construed, and 
that there is no need for its revision. 








Cut in Profits at Telephone Stations. 


Some of the retail druggists in the Bor- 
oughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn, in 
whose stores are public telephone sta- 
tions, are threatening to discontinue the 
maintenance of such stations because of 
the reduction of their percentage of the 
receipts. Under the old contracts be- 
tween the druggists and the New York 
Telephone Company, each druggist was 
allowed 331-3 per cent of the money 
taken in at his station. These drug store 
telephone contracts were drawn with the 
provision that either party could termin- 
ate the agreement on thirty days’ notice. 
The company has availed itself of this 
privilege, and has given notice that new 
contracts will be made with the drug- 
gists on a basis of a commission of 20 








368 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


per cent for each call emanating from 
the druggist’s public telephone station. 
These terms are unsatisfactory to many 
of the druggists, who say that they can- 
not afford to maintain the public sta- 
tions for a compensation of only 2 cents 
a call. In the well-patronized drug stores 
the services of an extra clerk are required 
to attend to the telephone business, and 
a large proportion of the incoming calls 
and messages are not only profitless, but 
are a source of trouble and labor to the 
employes of the drug store. 


Death of Mr. Ingalls of Georgia. 


Full of years and honor, John Ingalls, 
of Macon, Ga., the thirty-second presi- 
dent of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association, is dead at the age ol 
seventy. Mr. Ingalls was a fine specimen 
of a fast fading type, the Southern gen- 
tleman of the old school. He was a 
well informed pharmacist, a good busi- 
ness man and a patriotic citizen. Mr. 
Ingalls was for many years a regular at- 
tendant upon the meetings of the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association and his 
death will be a sad blow to thousands of 
pharmacists all over the United States 
who have known and loved him. For 
his was an eminently loveable nature and 
one which it was a privilege and a pleas- 
ure to come into contact with. 





NEW FIRMS. 





A Wholesale House for Fort Wayne. 


C. &. J $ 
of Fort Wayne, Ind., and O. P. Morgan, F, 
Sihler, John P. Evans, George W. Evans, Dr. 
W. O. Gross, H. C. Paul, John Gilbert, Dr. 
G. L. Greenawalt and G. N. Frazier have or- 
ganized a stock company to conduct a whole- 
sale drug business in Fort Wayne. 


G. Meyer, of St. Louis; J. F. W. gy 


The Bobbitt-Wayne Drug Co. at Raleigh. 


Under the above title a company with a _paid- 
up capitalization of $10,000 has been incor- 
porated in Raleigh, N. C. : , ; 

The new company is organized for the pur- 
pose ef conducting a wholesale and retail drug 
trade in Raleigh, and will, after this morning, 
take charge of the store formerly owned and 
managed so successfully by J. al Bobbitt, at 
the corner of Fayetteville and Market streets, 
and the North Side pharmacy, owned and con- 
ducted by Wynne & Birdsong. 

|. Hal Bobbitt, the president of the company, 
is one of the most competent and popular young 
druggists in the State. He is an ex-president 
of the State Pharmaceutical Association, anc 
secretary of the Commercial Section of the 
A. Ph. A. He has made a success of the drug 
business in Raleigh, and has consented to a sale 
of his drug business to the new company in 
order that he may have more time to give to 
the manufacture and sale of his specific for 
rheumatism, Bobbitt’s Rheumacide. 





A Japanese Dinner. 


A New York essential oil importer 
who is journeying in Japan sends the 
following account of a ceremonial Japan- 
ese dinner to a friend in this city: 


1——, Mr. F—— and myself_were invited by 
a Japanese gentleman named Kojima to dine at 
his house last evening. Mr. F—— was too busy 
to attend, or rather made this his excuse to get 
out of the ceremony, which he had been through 
before, and did not care to go through again, 
but as it was a novelty for us, we accepted the 

vitation and went. 

"The time set for the dinner was 6.30 p. m., 
and we arrived there and found the family at 
the door to greet us, the host in English, and 
his family in Japanese, and they were all very 
hospitable. In the vestibule we removed our 
shoes, as you know the Japanese house is holy 


ground and cannot be desecrated with shoe leath-, 


er. We were then asked to go up stairs. After 
stooping low on account of a very small doorway, 
and climbing a very steep pair of stairs, which 


creaked under my weight, we arrived on the 
second floor and were ushered into a very pleas- 
ant room carpeted with matting, and furnished 
with a table in the centre. The table being 
about eighteen inches from the floor, we were 
seated around it on leather cushions or pillows. 
From one side of the room, which was entirely 
open, a very fair view of the bay and shipping 
could be seen. 

The room was a small one, as all Japanese 
rooms are, and was decorated with kokumonos, 
most of them of Chinese make, one of them being 
over 300 years old and an heirloom. In the 
sacred niches on one side of the room, which 
every Japanese room contains, were flower dec- 
orations a la Japanese. They were picturesque 
and very unique. 

Our host sat with us at the table, but his wife 
and family were not allowed to do so, and were 
used as servants waiting on the guests. His 
wife and daughter came into the room and made 
us a low obeisance on their knees, then followed 
a_ young lady friend and the private secretary. 
They then withdrew and in a few minutes began 
bringing in the repast. 

While we were waiting for the dinner to be 
served the daughter served ‘“‘ceremonious tea.” 
There was a low stove or habaiche made of bronze 
on which a bronze kettle simmered. The tea used 
was Japanese, and was thoroughly powdered and 
placed in decorated bowls, on which hot water 
was poured. Instead of waiting for the tea to 
draw, as is our custom, a small bamboo switch 
was used to beat the tea into a froth. The tea 
was then served in the same bowls and drank by 
holding the bowl with both hands and placing 
to the lips. 

By the time we had finished our tea the first 
course of the dinner was served, each person 
having placed before him a lacquered tray on 
which was placed lacquered bowls and a very 
choice porcelain bowl, a cup for sake, and a 
modern glass for water, and chopsticks. 

The first_course consisted of raw fish, the royal 
Japanese fish called “tye.” The fish was served 
on ice and cut in very thin layers and eaten 
with a very spicy sauce. I did not eat much of 
it, but the taste was not as bad as “raw” would 
seem to indicate. It seemed to me almost like 
salmon without being salted, but, of course, we 
had_no salt with it. Then came another course 
of fish, a corrugated-looking affair swimming in 
soup. As I had seen this fish in the market, 
and it looked very much like a jelly-fish, 1 did 
not succeed in eating it as well as the raw fish. 
The third course, another fish, baked. The fourth 
course, another fish, fried. The fifth course, a 
sort of Irish stew. The sixth course, rice, the 
seventh course, tea. The gighth course, a sort 
of chowder, made of eels, prawn, chicken, pork, 
boiled in onions, of such a vile odor that it 
nearly made me sick. After this was served 
boiled ginger root, which was not bad, as it 
had been sweetened just a little. Altogether, 
there were ten or twelve courses, the others have 
escaped me at the present time, and the dinner 
ended with sliced peaches on ice, with which 
were served toothpicks to enable the eater to get 
them into his mouth, 

The Japanese have no table accessories, such 
as knives, forks or napkins, and their table 
manners are not to be admired. They take such 
a quantity of food into their mouths and gulp it 
down so, that a great deal of air goes with it, and 
consequently a good many times during the din- 
ner one is startled by the belching forth of 
wind, which would not be allowed in a civilized 
community. 

At the end of this dinner the clock stood at 
9.30. We had consumed three hours of precious 
time over the food. Our host then ordered in 
the musicians, who were excruciating, to say the 
least. The musicians, a man and a woman, were 
brought into the next room, which was dark, but 
as the doors were wide open and I had a favor- 
able opportunity of seeing the expression of their 
faces, they were most amusing. I suppose they 
considered themselves artists, but to look at 
them one would think they were in great pain, 
for the contortions of their faces and the open- 
ing and closing of their eyes would denote more 
than the artistic sense. The instrument played 
on was a samosan. The songs sung were those 
of love, the first being of a young man of sixteen 
years who had fallen in love with a dependent of 
his father’s household, aged twenty. The parents 
of the boy were much incensed, as the couple 
wished to. marry, and the consequence was the 
suicide of the lovers. I do not know whether 
the suicide caused the excruciating look on the 
faces of the singers, or whether it was sympathy 
for the young lovers in their distress, though it 
might have been either of the two. 

After this music ceased, the daughter played on 
an accordion. She played some foreign music 
and some Japanese. Among the foreign selec- 
tions was “Auld Lang Syne,” to which I was re- 
quested to accompany her vocally. The music 
was set several octaves higher than my voice. 
Pitched as it was, I had to accompany it with 
a poor falsetto. The combination was not pleas- 
ing to me, but it perhaps amused the audience. 

We conversed on Japan and America with our 
host, as we had done through the dinner. The 
hostess then came forward and presented J— 


with a basket of very nice sponge cake, cake 
made of chestnuts, and some green-looking 
peaches. They were nicely done up and artis- 
tically arranged in the basket. The host then 
presented her with a carved shell, which is very 
unique. This shell was tied up by the hostess in 
aper, she marking thereon the character mean- 
ing “long life for you.”’ After this was done, it 
was tied in red and white paper cord, which 
meant happiness, and in this was placed a little 
cornucopia-looking affair of red paper, which 
meant a gift. These were then tied up in cloth, 
as is the general Japanese custom, and handed 
to me to take home. 

Some time after ten o’clock we made our 
adieus, and left the family in the vestibule say- 
~ their soft ‘“‘Sayonaras.” 

forgot to state that I drank to the health of 
the host in sake from the silver cup presented 
by the Emperor, and he returned the compli- 
ment to me, but did not do so with my wife. 
This shows that in these fair isles the women 
have only a secondary place. 


Industrial Extraction of Iodine. 


The manufacture of iodine is of inter- 
est, both to chemical industry and to 
pharmacy, because the use of iodine and 
iodides in therapeutics is increasing. 

Industrially, iodine is extracted from 
seaweed, a term by which all the differ- 
ent plants of the algae family are desig- 
nated. These plants, gathered at cer- 
tain seasons, by scraping the surface of 
rocks, used to be dried and burned; the 
iodine was extracted by lixiviating the 
ashes. The new and more remunerative 
method allows us to obtain at the same 
time an excellent nitrogenous manure 
well adapted to agricultural purposes. 

By this process iodine is extracted by 
lixiviating either fresh or air-dried plants, 
but not those which have been calcined. 
The iodine all passes out with the drain- 
age water and the seaweeds preserve their 
fertilizing substance, which is about 3.73 
per cent nitrogen and 10 per cent potash. 

Here is the operation, according to La 
Revue des Products Chimiques: Sea water 
is limed in the proportion of eight kilo- 
grams of lime to each cubic meter of sea 
water in order to get an alkaline reaction 
and precipitate the magnesia. This solu- 
tion is poured on the seaweed in the pro- 
portion of 2 to 1. After twelve hours’ 
contact 60 to 65 per cent of iodine passes 
in solution and the remaining quantity 
is nearly totally extracted by two more 
lixiviations with the limed sea water. The 
last waters are quite weak and conse- 
quently are put aside for the first drain- 
age of another operation. The lixiviation 
is thus made methodical. 

The second part of the operation con- 
sists of the extraction of the iodine now 
united in the limed sea water. First, all 
organic mucilaginous matter is separated 
by the addition of ferrous sulphate in the 
proportion of three kilograms to the 
cubic meter. The ferric hydrate, precipi- 
tated with the organic matter, is easily 
separated by decantation and reunited to 
the seaweed by subsequent treatment. 
The remaining solution is limpid and col- 
orless. It is now drawn off into vast 
wooden vats and neutralized by sulphuric 
acid in the proportion of two kilograms 
of acid at 66 degrees B to the cubic 
meter. The iodine is then freed by the 
use of nitrous nitric acid (1,500 gr. to the 
ton) or some other appropriate reagent 
(persulphates, ete.). The iodine is then 
finally separated by two applications of 
petroleum in the proportion of thirty 
kilograms to the cubic meter. The pe- 
troleum then gives up its iodine in an 
alkaline lye of soda or potash, from 
which the pure iodine can then be obtain- 
ed. It is then sublimated and put on the 
market. 
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Items of Personal Interest. 


Augustus C. Geist has accepted a clerkship at 
B. H. Livingston’s pharmacy, at 273 Grand 
street, in the Borough of Brooklyn. 


Chas, F. Sauter has opened a pharmacy at 
corner of South\ Eighth street mek Broadway, 
Brooklyn. The glass fittings were supplied by 
Henry Allen. 


John Ww yeth, of John Wyeth & Bro., Philadel- 
phia, sailed for Europe on the Fuerst’ Bismarck 
on November 19th. He will spend the winter in 
Cairo, Egypt. 


J. E. Bartlett, manager of the Chicago office 
of Parke, Davis & Co., was in town recently. 
He had been making a Visit to his old home in 
Auburn, a 


J. J. Malloy, of McKesson & Robbins, has re- 
turned from his wedding trip, which took him 
through the Atlantic seaboard States as far 
South as Florida. 


Mrs. R. H. Thayer, who owns the retail drug 
store at 33 Atlantic avenue, Brooklyn, is im- 
proving the appearance of the store by having 
it painted on the outside. 


Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical Co. have 
received the gold medal for their exhibit of 
otassium cyanide and other chemicals at the 
frans-Mississippi Exposition at Omaha. 


William T. Harris, who recently came to this 
city from the South, has accepted a position as 
clerk at William J. Quencer’s pharmacy, on 
Ninth avenue, corner of Fifty-seventh street, 
New York Cit ty. 


O. M. Morey, ’97, N. Y. C. P., until lately 
the head man’ ‘at Barnard’s pharmacy, at the 
corner of Sixth avenue and Third street, Brook- 
lyn, is now with H. T. Davis, pharmacist, at 
Mulberry Grove, IIl. 


Myer Arensberg, son of L. Arensberg, retail 
druggist at 1389 Myrtle avenue, Brooklyn, has 
been confined to his home for the past two 
weeks, and during his absence the store is in 
charge of Dr. Pfister. 


F. Averre, brother of Druggist W. B. Averre, 
in whose store at 82 Park avenue, Brooklyn, he 
was lately employed, has purchased from J. 
Gallagher his branch store at the corner of Con- 
cord and Gold street, Brooklyn. 


C. B. Kirkland, manager of the advertising 
department of Parke, Davis Co., visited New 
York recently on his wedding trip. Mr. Kirk- 
land is credited with having conceived many 
new and original ideas in advertising. 


It is reported that John J. Murphy has sold 
his retail drug store at the corner of Lexin — 
avenue and Twenty-ninth street, New York City, 
to C. L. Nason, who was formerly in the em- 
ploy of Caswell, Massey & Co., in this city. 


H. F. Sasse, N. Y. C. P., ’98, who recently 
resigned his position at R. ‘Lucke’s pharmacy, 
at the corner of Amsterdam avenue and Eighty- 
first street, has purchased from the widow the 
store formerly owned by John C. Heidingsfelder, 
deceased. 


E. W. Haher, formerly in the employ of A. 
W. Higgins, retail druggist at Rutland, Vt., and 
more recently clerking at F. W. Dudley’s phar- 
macy, at Wakefield, Mass., has come to. this 
city and accepted a position with James Wilson, 
on Willis avenue, corner of 136th street. 


The funeral of Charles G. Smith, for many 
years proprietor of the drug store at the corner 
of Lafayette and Fremont avenues, and a mem- 
ber of the Maryland Pharmaceutical Association, 
who died November 3d, took place from his late 
home, at Walbrook, at 10 o’clock Saturday morn- 
ing. 


J. F. Doring, for ‘many years one of the phar- 
macists in the employ of the F. Haas pharmacy, 
on Fourth avenue, corner of Twenty-first street, 
and during the past summer the owner of a 
drug store at Lake Mahopac, N. Y., has accept- 
ed a position at George Schweinfurth’s pharmacy, 
on Sixth avenue, corner of Forty-ninth street. 


Several explosions occurred recently in_ the 
Oakland Chemical Works, manufacturers of hy- 
drcgen dioxide, at Oakland avenue and Dupont 
street, Greenpoint, and started a fire that did 
$25,000 damage. The explosions occurred in the 
basement in rapid succession, and the persons 
employed in the building were thrown into a 
panic. 


Thomas Lamb has attracted attention to his 
show windows at 125 Court street, Brooklyn, 
the past fortnight by an interesting display of 
harmaceutical antiquities. The pharmacy is 
elieved to be one of the oldest in the borough, 
having been established nearly seventy years 
ago. It was formerly located at 145 Atlantic 
avenue. 


H. W. Riess, president of the recently organ- 
ized association of U. S. lospital Stewards, 
has been ordered to duty with the Second Di- 
vision Hospital of the Second Corps, which is 
now stationed at Augusta, Ga., but which is 
expected to sail for Havana before the close of 
the year. Steward Riess had charge of the 
af Division of the Hospital Corps at Camp 

ikoff 


Gilbert T. Reeder, of Reeder Brothers, dryg- 
gists, Fourth avenue and Thirty-first street, is 
exultant. The stork visited his home on No- 
vember 29th, and he is now the proud father 
of a bouncing baby boy. G. T.’s_ friends 
among the bowlers will make due note of this 
and be prepared to congratulate him in proper 
style at the tournament in Reid’s alleys Mon- 
day evening. 


Karl Fritzsche, of Fritzsche Bros., New 
York, and Schimmel & Co., Leipzig, is back in 
New York, after an absence of over a year, 
luring which period he has visited the ahere 
ducing districts of China, Japan, India and ~ 
tralia. Mr. Fritzsche will’ sail for Europe in a 
few days, and on his arrival at Leipzig will have 
completed a circuit of the globe, in addition to 
acquiring considerable valuable information. 


Herman B. Schneider, proprietor of the store 
at the corner of Home street and Union avenue, 
was killed on November 22d by falling from the 
roof of his house, where he was superintending 
some repairs. Mr. Schneider was an alumnus of 
the New York College of Pharmacy, was about 
thirty-two years of age, and had been engaged 
in business for himself for some eight years past. 
His brother, G. E. Schneider is engaged in the 
drug business on Kingsbridge road. 


William E. Robertson, 641 Halsey street, 
Brooklyn, was arrested a few days ago on evi- 
dence furnished by a private detective that he 
was stealing essential oils from his employer, 
James B. Horner, at 3 Platt street. He was 
taken to the Centre Street Court and held on 
the charge of grand larceny. Magistrate Crane 
issued a warrant for Alfred Mausner, of 830 
Halsey street, Brooklyn. Mausner was arrested 
Friday night. He is accused of receiving the 
stolen goods. In Mausner’s loft, 206 Pearl 
street, were found 44 packages of oils and drugs, 
worth about $900, which were identified by Jo- 
seph Mathias of Mr. Horner’s office as belonging 
to Mr. Horner. Mausner was locked up. 


Fire started in the cellar of the five-story brick 


building at 46-48 Barclay street, occupied by 
Whitall, Tatum & Co., dealers in druggists’ 
supplies, at 8.05 o’clock Friday night. The 


stores run through to 56 Vesey street, where 
a score of the firm’s bookkeepers were at work. 
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The usual exit is through the building in which 
the fire was, all the entrances on Vesey street 
being nailed up. One of the bookkeepers started 
through the smoke and got to the Barclay street 
door just as the firemen burst it in. Then some 
firemen went to Vesey street and smashed in 
the long-disused doors there, and the _ book- 
keepers filed out. The fire was all in the cel- 
lar, but there was enough of it to do about 
$1,000 damage. 


ALUMNI NOTES. 


Association of the College of 
York will hold 


The Alumni 
Pharmacy of the City of New 
a reception in_the college library on Wednes- 
day evening, December 21. Unusual attrac- 
tions are promised for the entertainment of the 
members and their friends, and a large attend- 
ance is anticipated. These receptions have be- 
come very popular and are usually well attend- 
ed. A musical programme is frequently a feat- 
ure, as well as singing and dancing. That the 
treasury of the Association is in a healthy con- 
dition is attested by the fact that a new piano 
has been sedined, to replace the instrument 
which has been commented upon in previous 
notes. The new piano has been selected with 
a special regard to durability and strength, as 
it is expected that Professors Mandelbaum and 
Gies will be the principal performers during the 
season, It is said that the piano formerly in 
use proved too weak for the combined atten- 
tions of these virtuosos. 


ACTIVITY OF THE NEW YORK 
BOARD OF PHARMACY. 


Ferreting Out Violations of the 
Pharmacy Law. 


The usual monthly meeting of the 
Board of Pharmacy of New York City 
was held in the secretary's office in the 
New York College of Pharmacy on Mon- 
day evening, November 28. The results 
of the examination held at the Brooklyn 
College of Pharmacy a week previous 
were announced, the following eleven ap- 
plicants for qualification certificates be- 
ing named out of a class of 62 

Jacob Bockar, 214 uaa street; 
Richard Doelger, 434 East 56th street; 


Isidore Feldman, 1193 First avenue; 
Jacob Finestone, 254 Madison street, 
Manhattan; Jacob Gollobin, 26 Henry 


street, Brooklyn; Tony Schnitzler, Long 
Island City; George J. Schreck, 473 
Flushing avenue, Brooklyn; Edwin E. 
Taiber, 90 Utica avenue, Brooklyn; Annie 
Weller, 161 Henry street, Brooklyn; 
Henry von Berg, 153d street and St. 
Nicholas avenue, Manhattan; Adolph 
Weschler, 62 East Seventh street, Brook- 
lyn. 

The Board is displaying a commend- 
able amount of activity in ferreting out 
violators of the pharmacy law, and the 
inspectors have succeeded in securing 
convictions in a number of cases. 

The application of Carl F. Ihssen for 
registration on a statement thz at he had 
been registered ten years ago by Dr. Wm. 
Balser, the secretary of the old board, 
supported with affidavits from Otto Alex- 
ander and Eimer & Amend, his former 
employers, was turned down. 

The form of application which all ap- 
plicants for registration are required to 
fill out and present to the Board with the 
fee of $2, calls for a statement of the cre- 
dentials on which the application is based, 
whether a certificate of the old New 
York City Board, the Kings County 
Board, or a college diploma.  Ihssen’s 
“credentials consisted of the following 
statement, sworn to before Mr. Faber, 
the secretary of the Board, who is a 
notary public: 

“Examination before the University of 
Goettingen; registered by the New York 
Board of Pharmacy in either 1887 or 1888: 
certificate lost.” 
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The applicant was acting as manager 
for the pharmacy conducted by Mrs. 
Kostka, at 700 Ninth avenue, when he was 
requested by the inspector to appear be- 
fore the Board for examination as to his 
qualifications. To Secretary Faber he 
stated that he had lost the certificate is- 
sued to him by Dr. Balser in 1887 or 
1888, but could produce affidavits to tes- 
tify to the fact that he had once possessed 
such certificate. Later he submitted af- 
fidavits of this kind from Otto Alexander 
and Eimer & Amend. A search was then 
made through the registry books of the 
old Board, but no name resembling Ihs- 
sen could be found. Secretary Faber 
thereupon demanded to see the diploma 
of the University of Goettingen on which 
the original certificate was alleged to 
have been issued. Ihssen was unable to 
produce even this. As he persisted in 
seeking registration on the claims stated, 
Mr. Faber took the trouble to communi- 
cate with the secretary of the University 
of Goettingen, and in reply he received a 
report from the president of the pharma- 
ceutical examining commission of the 
University of Goettingen, showing that 
no person of the name Ihssen had ever 
passed an examination before the phar- 
maceutical examining commission of the 
university. 

The experience of the Board leads it to 
criticise some proprietors for not exer- 
cising sufficient caution in hiring clerks 
in the matter of asking to see their cer- 
tificates of registration before hiring them. 
The Board issues, on request, to all licen- 
sees, a card certificate of a light green 
color, measuring about 4 in. by 24 in., 
which reads as follows: 

BOARD OF PHARMACY, 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 
THIS 1S TO CERTIFY that the bearer, Mr. John 


eee nativity, 
has been registered by this board. 
Certificate No. ....... Date .... 





EE GE TMCRDEDE bis ines svccwerunseccesusexns 


THE BOARD OF PHARMACY, 
Sipney Faser, Secretary. 


The permanent office of the secretary 
of the Board is at the College of Phar- 
macy, 115 West 68th street, New York 
City, and the secretary is in attendance 
there one day every week, on Tuesdays, 
between the hours of and 4 o’clock 
p. m. 


The New York Alumni Dinner. 





The Alumni ball and the Alumni din- 
ner of the New York College of Phar- 
macy are the social events of the year 
in pharmaceutical circles in New York, 
and under the able presidency of A. 
Searles, each year has witnessed an in- 
crease in the number in attendance at 
these functions and in the pleasure of 
those attending. 

Some sixty members and guests sat 
down together at the annual dinner held 
at the “Arena” on the evening of the 7th 
inst. To the right and left of President 
Searles were seated the faculty and sev- 
eral invited guests, the long table accom- 
modating nearly seventy diners. The 
dinner was well served and the utmost 
good feeling prevailed during the even- 
ing. When the coffee was reached, Pres- 
ident Searles sounded a few strokes with 
a solid brass pestle on the brightly pol- 
ished antique brass mortar, which does 
duty as his badge of office, and greeted 
the members and guests. 


After reading a number of letters of re- 
gret, one from Professor Elliott being re- 
ceived with especially loud acclaim, Pres- 
ident Searles called upon the secretary 
of the College, Thomas F. Main, to re- 
spond to the toast “The College.” He 
was introduced as the only officer of the 
college in attendance, but said he pre- 
ferred to speak as an alumnus, one of the 
early band who assisted in founding the 
Alumni Association, He touched on 
some of the benefits which he had him- 
self derived from membership in the As- 
sociation. One of the pleasantest exper- 
iences for an alumnus was to meet away 
from home at a pharmaceutical conven- 
tion fellow workers in pharmacy who 
were strangers to him, but who would ap- 
proach and greet him with every demon- 
stration of friendship as a fellow alumnus. 
The influence of the Alumni Association 
in the advancement of the college was 
considerable, the position which the New 
York College of Pharmacy had attained, 
he said, being due very largely to the 
persistent efforts of its alumni. Mr. Main 
told his hearers never to lose sight of the 
fact that the New York College of Phar- 
macy was second to none in the world. 
He concluded by proposing the health 
and prosperity of the Alumni Associa- 
tion. 

In introducing the next speaker, Pres- 
ident Searles made a suggestion which 
met with instant approval. It was that an 
effort should be made to get the mem- 
bers of the college to meet at dinner 
once a year with the Alumni Association 
—in other words to make the annual din- 
ner of the Alumni Association a joint af- 
fair of the college and thus increase the 
interest and attendance. He then intro- 
duced Chas. S. Erb, the treasurer of the 
Association, who was greeted uproarious- 
ly by the boys, who were in distinctly fes- 
tive mood. Mr. Erb made a brief report 
on the condition of the treasury, showing 
that they had ample funds at their com- 
mand. 

Dr. Jokichi Takamini was the next 
speaker. He made a very pleasing ad- 
dress in a delightfully unidiomatic ver- 
sion of English. He told of the great 
debt which Japan was under to the United 
States ever since the visit of Commodore 
Perry some forty years ago (an account 
of which is given in the reminiscences of 
an apothecary elsewhere in this issue), 
and interlarded his talk with numerous 
little anecdotes and jokes, which put him 
on excellent terms with those present. 
His father and grandfather before him, 
he said, had been physicians in the land 
of the chrysanthemum, and he told an 
incident of medical practice in Japan, 
which made a great hit. A patient who 
had been treated for a certain illness was 
cured at last by the use of a very ex- 
pensive drug named ningi, but upon be- 
ing presented with a bill for the cost of 
the medicine, and being unable to pay it, 
the recovered patient promptly hanged 
himself. This was considered an odd ter- 
mination to the treatment. 

The apothecary of the Gloucester, the 
converted yacht which did such good 
service in the naval operations off San- 
tiago, was then introduced as one of the 
twenty-one graduates of the college who 
had responded to the call of the nation 
and entered the naval service in the war 
with Spain. Albert Beckary, the young 


naval apothecary, gave a very interesting 
account of the destruction of Cervera’s 
fleet, the attack and sinking of the two 
Spanish torpedo boats, the Pluton and 


Furor, being described very vividly. After 
the Pluton received the second shot in 
her boilers she turned half way around, al- 
most like a wounded fish, as Beckary 
described it, and with her stern lifted 
high in the air, buried her nose in the 
water and sank with all on board. The 
work of the apothecary commenced after 
the engagement was over. Admiral Cer- 
vera was received on board the Glouces- 
ter, and as he bore no insignia of his rank, 
was treated rather cavalierly by some of 
the sailors. He jammed his elbow com- 
ing aboard and received surgical attend- 
ance from Beckary, who took the last 
two buttons off his coat for his services 
and a souvenir. Cervera offered him the 
coat, but Beckary was magnanimous and 
declined to accept it. Apothecary Beck- 
ary was unstinted in his praise of the 
good work done by Dr. Geo. F. Payne, 
of Atlanta, in bringing about an eleva- 
tion in the rank and pay of the naval 
apothecary, and asked the Association to 
vote its thanks to Dr. Payne. Among 
others who spoke during the evening 
were Professor Coblentz and Messrs. 
Bjorkwall, Pfingsten, Tannenbaum, Kee- 
nan, Kerr, Tuthill, Herold, Rogers and 
last, but by no means least, Dr. Rudolph 
Gies, who made a number of clever jokes 
and gave some inimitable character 
sketches in German dialect. Eugene 
Lohr contributed some “original” verses 
which have already been printed several 
times in our columns. 


Stamp Tax on Fluid Extracts, Pills, 
Tablets and Specialties. 


Dr. B. T. Whitmore, representative of 
the Scientific Department of Parke, Davis 
& Co., in a recent interview with a rep- 
resentative of the Nashville American, 
gives the following important informa- 
tion: 


There has never been but one opinion between 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue and the 
manufacturers in reference to pills and tablets, 
and that is they were not taxable under the war 
tax law that went into effect July 1st. Many of 
the specialties under the old labels used prior 
to July Ist were held by the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue as taxable, owing to the fact 
that “purely technical terms” were not alone 
used in the literature. Circular 501, as issued 
by the Commissioner, plainly states that the 
dose and therapeutic properties in purely tech- 
nical terms only will be allowed. Under the 
new and modified labels which have been in 
use by all the manufacturers since July 1st, none 
of the specialties, as far as am aware, are 
taxable. The labels that are now used on Parke, 
Davis & Co.’s specialties, including the back 
labels on fluid extracts, I have submitted to the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, and obtained 
his favorable ruling, namely, that they are not 
taxable. There has been some objection raised 
on the part of the revenue officers on account of 
objectionable literature printed on back labels 
of fluid extracts, that were in stock prior to 
July 1st, for the reason that some of the thera- 
peutic properties were not in “‘purely technical 
terms,” but even this would not now hold the 
fluid extracts taxable, because, like phenacetine 
and salol, they now, in my opinion, come under 
the recent decision of uncompounded drugs, 
and in the late decision of the United States 
District Court (Southern Division), Judge Brown 
rules that no uncompounded drug is taxable. 


Our Prize Essays. 


I cannot express to you my apprecia- 
tion of the short articles on _ practical 
topics that you have been printing for 
several months, and I do hope that your 
efforts to secure the practical in pharmacy 
may be fraught with success. With best 
wishes. Gero. E. BARKSDALE. 

Richmond, Va. 
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WESTERN | NEW YORK. 


Revival of Business. 


BuFrFAaLo, Dec. 7.—There is a good re- 
port from the wholesale drug houses and 
the men in from the road say that their 
sales have been satisfactory, but the city 
retail trade is merely moderate and does 
not appear to be likely to increase to any 
extent. It is so long since anything of 
account has been derived from the holiday 
trade that the druggists now scarcely re- 
fer to it. The recollection is too painful. 
It may be that the public has benefited to 
a certain extent from the scooping in of 
this trade by the department stores, but 
it is not a very visible benefit and there is 
room for doubt as to the general advan- 
tage. Retailers report that the November 
trade was better than that of the same 
month last year, which is thankfully re- 
ceived as a small favor, though it may 
have been a mere accident, connected in 
some way with the smallpox scare, which 
appears to be subsiding. 

The Erie County Board of Pharmacy, at 
its first December meeting, granted a 
pharmacist’s license to William J. 
O’Shaughnessy, B. C. P.,’98, on his col- 
lege diploma. He is connected with the 
McArthur drug store on Niagara street. 
Several candidates were examined to be 
passed on at the second meeting of the 
month. 


Co-operating with the N.A.R.D. 


Chairman Thomas Stoddard, of the Exe- 
cutive Committee of the State Pharma- 
ceutical Association, has just sent out to 
the druggists of the State a circular urg- 
ing co- operation in the movement started 
at St. Louis in the interest of the retail 
trade. So far as can be learned the trade 
is receiving this advance with much in- 
terest and the request of a contribution of 
25 cents is meeting with a generous re- 
sponse. The members of the retail trade 
are considerably encouraged over the out- 
look, especially as it is believed that the 
worst is over, whether the recovery be 
rapid or not. 


TOLD IN PASSING. 


The mid-term examinations of the ‘Buffalo 
College of Pharmacy take place on December 
vin, aiter which there will be a vacation till 
after the holidays. The session has been a very 
satisfactory one. 


J. A. Lockie, of the County Board of Phar- 
macy, is recovering from an operation for ap- 
pendicitis. He spent two weeks at the general 
hospital and appears to be far on the road to 
recovery. He will return to business in a few 
days. 


The spread of smallpox in this vicinity, which 
was predicted some time ago by the State Board 
of Health, is already a fact to such an alarming 
extent that some of the neighboring towns have 
been quarantined at home, and the people of 
others have been prevented from coming to 
Buffalo. 


The college students owned the town 
on the evening after the last foot- 
ball game, in which the home eleven 
laid out Cornell’s second team so very cold. 
The boys yee a band and marched downtown 
in a body, making as much noise as they were 
capable of, and wound up the festivities with a 
visit to the theatre. 


President George Reimann, of the Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, continues to carry off the hon- 
ors of the bowling club contests. He again 
made his big score of 221 last week, a record 
that none of the other members has yet made. 
The Friday afternoon meetings are well attend- 
ed and form a social centre which does much 
to keep the city druggists in touch with each 
other, 


J. J. Patterson, of Batavia, surviving member 
of the long-established drug house of W. S. & 
J. J. Patterson, has invented an acetylene gas 
generator that promises to lead the others in 
the contest for favor as a lighting apparatus. 


He already has it on the market, and is selling 
it everywhere. Meanwhile the store is flourish- 
ing under the management of Ed. Atchison, who 
is a thorough pharmacist. 


City Chemist Hill, in his work as professor of 
chemistry at the College of Pharmacy, came 
near losing his eyesight lately. He was testing 
a sample of spent lye to determine the amount 
of glycerin it contained, when the flask broke 
and the scalding liquid spurted over his face 
and hands, blistering the skin wherever it 
touched. His face was badly burned, and it is 
believed that his spectacles were the means of 
saving his eyes. 


Trade Brisk in Rochester. 


The Board to Consider Amendments to the 
Law. 


RocuHEsTEerR, Dec. 5.—The same gen- 
eral improvement noted in the last issue 
of the AMERICAN DruGcIsT continues. 
This is especially true of the larger and 
more centrally located stores. The peo- 
ple from the rural districts which sur- 
round Rochester are seemingly patroniz- 
ing these to the almost entire exclusion of 
the others, making the business in the 
downtown stores much better than that of 
the smaller stores on the outskirts of the 
city. The holiday trade has already com- 
menced and promises to be better than it 
has in some years. Apparently the phar- 
macists are making a greater effort to 
capture this trade than usual, as is shown 
by the large number of really beautiful 
window displays, which can be seen in 
every part of the city. 


The State Board of Examination. 


The last of the State Board of Phar- 
macy examinations for the present year 
were held throughout the State, Friday, 
December 1. Curtis H. Haskin conducted 
the examination in this city. The class 
was unusually small, only ten candidates 
presenting themselves, and most of these 
complained that the “Exam. was hard.” 
The Board will meet Monday evening in 
the Yates House, at Syracuse, when a 
number of amendments to the present 
pharmacy laws will be considered. 


ROCHESTER NEWS. 


D.N. MacLean has closed up his business here 
and opened a drug store at Lyons, N. Y. 


Mrs. Emma Fellman has removed her drug 
store from 39414 St. Joseph street to 112 Bartlett 
street. 


George W. Sanford, successful pharmacist of 
North Tonawanda, came home to spend Thanks- 
giving with his parents. He reports business a 
little dull at present, owing to a slight indication 
of an epidemic of diphtheria. 


M. J. Jones, prescription clerk for J. A. Van- 
derbilt, has just placed on the market an im- 
-_ machine for mixing and sifting powders. 
t seems to be practical and is highly indorsed 
by Prof. Remington, of Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy. 


The announcement of the purchase of the 
Dewey pharmacy by Hall & Birdsall a fortnight 
since was quite a surprise to the local druggists. 
Mr. Dewey came to Rochester some thirteen 
years ago and established a small drug store in 
Monroe avenue. Since then his entire time has 
been given to his business, and each year has 
seen the store enlarge until now it is one of 
the largest pharmacists in the city. Mr. 
Dewey has dines taken a prominent part in all 
affairs which have related to the drug business, 
and was one of the committee appointed by the 
Druggists’ Association to fix compromise prices 
between the legitimate druggists and the cutters, 
which is successfully working at the present 
time. He retires from the drug business in 
order to accent a very lucrative position with the 
well-known Brown Bros. Nursery Co. 


STATE NOTES. 


A pretty wedding took a ys at Pavilion, re- 
cently, when Miss Edna R. Lapp was united in 
marriage to William Es terheld. The groom is 


a prominent druggist in Rochester, and has 
been the recipient of many congratulations from 
his wide circle of drug friends. 


The Wharff Pharmaceutical Company, of Ly- 
ons, has made a general assignment. The busi- 
ness manager of the firm stated that the cause 
of the failure was the pressing demands of a few 
creditors, and that an assignment was made to 
protect themselves, as well as their creditors. 
The assets are said to be double the liabilities. 
The company is composed mostly of Rochester 
people. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Druggists Entertain. 


Postal Sub-Stations, 


Boston, Dec. 5.—The Boston Drug- 
gists’ Association dined at Young's 
Hotel on the evening of November 29, 
President George H. Ingraham occupying 
the chair. Among the guests present were 
C. P. Flynn, of South Boston; Samuel B. 
H. Bravo, and Alfred Salinger, traveling 
agent for Blondeau & Cie. Hon. Gorham 
D. Gilman was elected a delegate to the 
Boston Associated Board of Trade for a 
term of three years. George W. Cobb, 
chairman of the Executive Committee, 
provided a musical and humorous enter- 
tainment, which was a source of much 
pleasure. The next meeting will be heid 
on December 20. 


Postal Sub-Stations. 


Only a few years ago it was necessary 
to go to the Post Office to buy stamps or 
to depend on the good nature or spirit of 
accommodation of the druggist. Sub- 
stations were then unknown. They were 
first tried as an experiment, the number 
being limited, and most of them located in 
drug stores. What was originally an ex- 
periment is now deemed a necessity, and a 
sub-station is considered an important ad- 
junct to drug store business. The num- 
ber of sub-stations has largely increased, 
and most of them are placed in drug stores 
occupying prominent corners. Many drug- 
gists consider that the sub-station busi- 
ness, on account of bringing people to the 
store, helps to increase general trade, 
hence there is considerable competition to 
secure this privilege. A new sub-station 
is soon to be established in the Dorches- 
ter istrict. 


IN AND AROUND BOSTON. 


Asa Auger is assignee for Joseph F. Webster, 
“ ew Bedford. 


*Willie A. Onthank, of Marlboro, recently failed. 
Liabilities, $19,564; assets, $9,385. John S. Alley, 
assignee, 


Samuel Meadows, Ph.G., of Broadway, South 
Beston, has opened a branch store on “Dorches- 
ter street. 


Miss Marion Cowan, M. C. P., ’98, was a caller 
at the college last week. She is the proprietress 
of a flourishing store in Lynn. 


G. Y. Sawyer, of Boston, is about ready to 
open the store formerly owned by Edward Fer- 
guson, situated in the Webster block, Haverhill. 


James W. Tufts is offering the public some 
attractive bargains in plated silverware for holi- 
day gifts. Attention is called to this line by 
fetching “fads” in the daily papers. 


H. W. Nowell will soon open a store on John 
street, Haverhill, where he was located some time 
ago. He has severed his connection as manager 
of the Flynn store on Railroad Square, having 
purchased his old store. 


Frederick W. Day, of the firm of F. B. Day 
& Son, 255 Meridan stre et, East Boston, is gain- 
ing fame in political circles. He has received 
the Democratic nomination as candidate for al- 
derman, and is very popular. 


Max Cramer, of 1336 Tremont street, recently 
returned from a foreign trip. He was gone 
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three months, and found the time all too short. 
He is enthusiastic over his vacation, and is 
anxious to spend another in the same manner. 


Edward P. Worth, Ph.G., Assistant in Gen- 
eral Chemistry at the M. C. V., is in his last 
year at ce Harvard Medical School. H. H. 
Smith, Ph.G., Assistant in Materia Medica and 
mas cera i is a student in the same in- 
stitution. 

Hawaii, as depicted by the Hon. Gorham D. 
Gilman, is proving an interesting topic in this 
section, Besides filling numerous other engage 
ments last month, Mr. Gilman spoke on two oc- 
casions at the Algonquin Club, one of Bostor.’s 
famous society clubs. 


It is rumored about town that George Burwell, 
of Park Square, will move his business to Wash- 
ington street, and it is said that he will occupy 
the large store, soon to be vacated, and now 
used by the M assachusett s Boot and Shoe Co., 
near the Adams House. 


said that the store on Tremont street, 
opened a short time ago by Charles A. Sie 

mund, and more recently conducted by the c. 
E. Woodward Co., is to be discontinued, an 
the stock transferred to the Horticultural Hail 
store of the Woodward Co. 


It is 














Miss Laura PITTNER. 


One of the most enthusiastic of the rapidly 
rowing number of women pharmacists is Miss 
aura Pittner, of Bristol, Conn., who occupies 
a responsible position with Merriam Bros., 0 
that town. Miss Pittner has shown hers@ to 
be an apt pupil and an unusually clever busi- 
ness woman. 





Lombard & Tupper, having stores in Somer- 
ville, and in Cambridge, at 2431 Massachusetts 


avenue, have dissolved partnership, an the 
management has been divided. C. S. Lombard 
is to have the Somerville store, and Tup- 
per the store in Cambridge. 

The annual meeting of the Choate Drug and 
Chemical Co. was held October 25th, and R, F. 


Means, treasurer, submitted the following  re- 
port, as will be seen by the certificate since filed: 
Cash and debts receivable, $1,589; manufactures 
and merchandise, $5,726; patent rights, $11,000; 
miscellaneous fixtures, $5,000; total, $26,213. 
Capital stock, $25,000; profit and loss, $1,213; 
total, $26,213. 


Henry E. Wilkins, the veteran druggist of 
Stoughton, died a few days ago of pneumonia. 
He was one of the oldest and most respected 
men of the town, and had many fine qualities. 


He was born in Antrim, N. H., in 1840. At the 
age of sixteen he went to Wakefiel d, Mass., and 
learned the drug _ business. He settled in 


Stoughton three years later, and there remained 
until his death. Mr. Wilkins leaves a widow, a 
son, and a daught er. He was a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, and other local societies. 


Reuben L. Richardson, president of the Rust- 
Richardson Drug Co., was at sea throughout 
the big storm of last week. Mr. Richardson has 
made many trips by water, and is known by 
many of his friends as an “old sea dog,” but 
this was the liveliest experience which sal ever 
fallen to his lot. He had been in Nova Scotia 
visiting his and left there on November 


son, 


26th. During the hardest part of the blow his 
steamer laid headed into the gale for twenty-two 
heurs; when the wind changed to northwest, 
the boat started for land, first sighting Pigeon 
Hill, Rockport, thence to this city. Mr. Rich- 
ardson has written a description of the storm, 
and forwarded it to the agent of the line of 
steamers on which he traveled. He has received 
a letter of thanks for his interesting account of 
the trip, which 1s soon to be published. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Fancy Goods Outlook Bright. 


Views of a Cutter on the N. A. R. D. 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 
leading retail stores in this city have 
taken on a holiday appearance and all 
are making preparations and a good busi- 
ness this year is expected. It is stated 
that there has been a falling off in busi- 
ness, although it was thought that this 
was occasioned by the stormy weather we 
have had recently. The displays will be 
larger this year than for some time past. 
The various sundry department offices in 
the wholesale houses report that there has 
been a big demand for their goods. This 
increase is not only in the city, but has 
extended out of the city and many of the 
small towns are buying larger quantities 
than they have for some time past. 


A Cutter on the N. A. R. D. 


George B. Evans, the leading retail 
druggist in this city, recently purchased 
the property at the southeast corner 
Tenth and Spring street, his intention be- 
ing to tear down the old rookeries that 
now occupy this corner and in their stead 
to erect a substantial four-story building 
which will be devoted to the manufacture 
of the many preparations he now sells. The 
third floor will be given up to the manu- 
facture of confections. Since the fire in 
Mr. Evans’ laboratory on Chestnut street, 
above Eleventh, he has been of the opin- 
ion that such a place should be elsewhere 
and he took steps to secure a building 
where all his laboratory work could be 
done, with the above result. In speaking 
about the formation of the National Re- 
tail Druggists’ Association in St. Louis, 
he says that it is a good thing and while he 
would not join the Association, he 
thought it would be advisable for all 
strictly druggists to do so, as he contend- 
ed that he was not fighting the druggists, 
but the department stores. This is prac- 
tically true, as from a small drug store 
Mr. Evans has now all of the leading 
art, bric-a-brac and other fancy goods 
that are usually kept in department stores 
in this city. The store at Eighth and 
Arch streets is one of the gems of that 
section of the city and his show rooms in 
his Chestnut street store are filled with 
works of art and attract considerable at- 
tention. 


5.—Many of the 


The Local Association. 


Full details are given in another col- 
umn of the organization of a local branch 
of the N. A. R. D 


Death from Headache Powders. 


The coroner’s jury charged with inves- 
tigating the cause of the death of Edna 
West, of Pittsburg, Pa., which occurred 
on November 27, rendered a verdict to the 
effect that her death was due to paralysis 
of the respiratory system, due to taking 
Kohler headache powder, and recom- 
mended that a caution notice be printed 
and placed in all packages containing an- 
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iline and all coal tar preparations used for 
headaches. They also recommend that a 
State law be enacted to enforce the use of 
such label. 

This recommendation was made in ac- 
cordance with the suggestion of Louis 
Emanuel, president of the Pennsylvania 
Board of Pharmacy, from whose store the 
powders had been purchased. Mr. Eman- 
uel testified that he had made an analysis 
of the powders and found that they con- 
tained five grains of acetanilid. He said 
this drug could be taken by some people 
in large quantities, but persons with weak 
hearts should be ca~eful how they took 
it, as it was dangerous. He had known 
five grains of it to produce death and 
knows people that have taken 60 grains 
with no injurious effect. The powders 
are made by the Kohler Antidote Com- 
pany and he had been selling them sev- 
eral years. In finishing his testimony 
Mr. Emanuel said a State law should be 
enacted compelling manufacturers of 
preparations containing coal tar deriva- 
tives and other poisons, to place a cau- 
tionary notice on each package. This 
would enable people to find out what they 
were taking and also caution them against 
a too free use of poisonous drugs. 


PHILADELPHIA NOTES. 


A. G. Whitelaw, of the American Talcum Co., 
of Jersey City, is working Philadelphia. 


W. M. Morrison, of Roxborough, has returned 
from a trip through the south of Virginia. 


W. L. Cliffe, Kensington avenue and Somer- 
set street, has been spending a few days in New 
York. 


W. F. Steinmetz, 2838 Girard avenue, is having 
a beautiful Lippincott soda water fountain placed 
in his pharmacy. 


Again is Rudolph Wirth with us and again 
dces he take a large number of orders from us 
for his firm, Fougera & Co., of New York. 


Dr. George E. Dahis, who conducts the phar- 
macy at Forty-ninth street and Woodland ave- 
nue, has been elected master of Hamilton Lodge 
of Masons. 


P. Kirby, Thirty-third and Chestnut streets, 
is ym of the best amateur photographers in this 
city, and has a fine collection of views of this 
city and suburbs. 


The Smith, Kline & French Company Benefit 
Association will give its annual entertainment 
on December 15th. Many prominent entertainers 
are to be present. 


Coroner Ashbridge, who is prominently men- 
tioned as a candidate for mayor of this city, is 
an old druggist, having been for some time 

with Robert Shoemaker & Co., Fortieth and 
+ sara streets. 


W. Proctor, Jr., Co., of Ninth and Lombard 
streets, is making extensive alterations in the 
stcre. Among other improvements may be 
mentioned a handsome mosaic floor which will 
add materially to its appearance. 


Married, November 30th, Frederick J. Herbst 
to Miss Leanna Sheppard, at the residence of 
the bride’s parents, 2613 Franklin street. A _re- 
ception followed the ceremony. Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbst will go to Liberty, N. Y., where the 
room is employed as prescription clerk in the 
g Mr. Herbst was 


ears & Hasbrouck pharmacy. 
the genial clerk for a number of years in_the 
5. as eh rag pharmacy, Fifth and Cum- 


berland streets, Philadelphia. 


To Remove Island Duty on Quinine. 


The Treasury Department has recom- 
mended to the Secretary of War that 
quinine be admitted into Cuba and Porto 
Rico free of duty. Under the Spanish 
law the duty on quinine was about $13.50 
a pound. 
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OHIO. 
Road Agents Hold Up a Drug Clerk. 


Cincinnatl, O., Dec. 5.—The light-fin- 
gered gentry in this neck of the woods 
must be reduced to dire extremities. Their 
most recent victims have been drug clerks 
and farmers. This portion of humanity 
has always been considered as types of 
impecuniosity. The harrowing exper- 
ience of a belated drug clerk is thus told 
of in a local paper: “The Covert-Run Pike 
in the rear of Newport, Campbell County, 
Ky., was the scene of a hold-up Tuesday 
night. Will Baldwin, an employe in Foer- 
meyer’s Bellevue (Ky.) drug store, was 
stopped by highwaymen and robbed of 
everything his pockets contained. Bald- 
win does not know how much money he 
lost, but says it was a small sum. He 
reported the bold robbery to the Bellevue 
police, but as he was unable to givea clear 
description of the rascals they have thus 
far succeeded in eluding the police. A 
telephone message was sent to Bellevue 
for delivery to a farmhouse back of that 
place. The boy employed at the store 
had gone home for the night and Clerk 
Baldwin went to deliver the message when 
he was held up. The audacious work of 
the highwaymen was similar to that in 
the outskirts of Ludlow a short time ago, 
when a farmer was held up and robbed in 
full view of the railway station. In this 
case, however, Baldwin did not submit to 
being robbed until after a violent struggle 
during which he was knocked down and 
badly beaten up. The next time the drug 
clerk starts out to deliver a message at 
> he will arm himself with a repeating 
rifle. 


Death of Dr. Ewing. 


The surgeon’s knife does not always 
demonstrate every case of appendicitis to 
be something else. Dr. Ewing, who was 
in charge of the prescription department 
at Hesiter’s pharmacy, is a proof of that 
fact. At the Good Samaritan Hospital 
Dr. Ewing was relieved of a wedge- 
shaped stony formation about an inch in 
length. Previous to the operation a mari- 
tal ceremony had been performed, mak- 
ing the patient and Miss Laura A. Witten- 
berg man and wife. After the surgeon's 
knife had been used the patient bore up 
with remarkable fortitude and he seemed 
to be on the high road to recovery. A 
relapse set in, however, and a few days 
ago he passed to the great beyond. The 
deceased was one of the most popular 
young druggists in the city and his un- 
timely taking off is greatly deplored. 
There are many who could have been 
better spared. 


HEARD ABOUT ‘TOWN. 
Matt Yorston is improving rapidly. 


John Francis has a sprained ankle and is laid 
up. 


Ed. Voss has put in a large stock of holiday 
goods. 


Frank Knaeble has opened a new store on 
Price Hill. 


Harry Streithorst has remodeled the interior 
of his store. 
have been 


Dr. Leue’s botanical excursions 


postponed till April. 


Max Fuchs, 
will remove to 


of the Cincinnati Soap Company, 
New York. 


Violet De Cyrano is the name of a new per- 
fume made by M. C. Dow. 


F. Charles a? a well-known druggist of 
Huntington, W. , has returned from the war, 


Liberal donations have recently been made to 
the Cincinnati College of Pharmacy for a new 
library. 


The local retail druggists are again talking 
about effecting an organization for mutual pro- 
tection. 


Maddux Bros. & Company celebrated their 
golden anniversary at Ripley by putting a new 
front on their store. 


the clever Walnut Hills drug- 


George Kylius, 
Te will 


gist, is going to Manila in a few weeks. 
be gone four months. 


_Albert Yungblut, the assistant druggist at the 
City Hospital, is gaining a reputation as an 
amateur photographer. 


William Wiebold, of the Stein-Vogeler sundry 
department, was married to a daughter of the 
Rev. Mr. Voss last week. 


Prof. Fennel will publish a book entitled ““Men 
and Ww omen of the Cincinnati College of Phar- 
macy.” ’Twill be illustrated, 


The lecture room for botany and materia 
medica at the College of Pharmacy contains 
cases for illustrating lectures, 


MICHIGAN. 


Heads of Firms as Travelers. 


Detroit, Mich., Dec. 3.—One of the 
most unique events in the trade history 
of Detroit took place this week, when a 
special train, elaborately fitted out, started 
from Detroit, carrying the heads of forty 
wholesale and manufacturing firms of this 
city on a visiting trip to customers in 
Michigan. Sixteen counties in the central 
and western portion were traversed and 
short stops were made at 29 representa- 
tive cities. The conservative business men 
of Detroit found that most of the trade in 
west and southwestern Michigan is going 
to Chicago, for the reason that they do 
not get enough hustle on and the railroads 
appear to favor the Windy City in the 
matter of through trains. The merchants 
visited evinced a desire to trade in the 
metropolis of Michigan instead of going 
outside, but the train service must be rem- 
edied. The Merchants’ and Manufactur- 
ers’ Exchange and the Chamber of Com- 
merce will take hold of this feature upon 
the return of the junketers. 

Mr. Brooks, of Williams, Davis, Brooks 
& Co., wholesale druggists, was probably 
the busiest man on the excursion, because 
he had so many customers to visit and 
so many orders to fill. Country pharma- 
cists were eager to place an order through 
the head of the firm rather than through 
his traveling salesmen, it is such a nov- 
elty. The junket will probably be made 
an annual affair and much good, both in a 
social as well as a business way, will re- 
sult. The merchants say they are deter- 
mined to get back the trade which Chi- 
cago hustlers have taken away from 
them. This is not true, however, of the 
drug trade. because Detroit contains 
probably some of the largest wholesalers 
and manufacturers in the country. 


A Druggist Legislator. 


Druggist L. A. Godrich, elected repre- 
sentative in the Michigan Legislature from 
Hillsdale County, is called the “Pingree 
of Hillsdale.” He was an alderman first, 
then Mayor three terms, during which he 
made some hard fights for what he con- 
sidered the best interests of the city. He 
has lived in Hillsdale 30 years, and has 
kept a drug store half that long. He is 
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a Republican in politics, and is a leader in 
the party in the county "he represents. 

The County Auditors of Wayne County, 
Michigan, of which Detroit is the county 
seat, will appoint a county chemist at a 
salary of $1,000, instead of letting out jobs 
requiring chemical skill at a much great- 
er expense. Dr. E. Clark, who has 
often been called on as an expert in crim- 
inal cases requiring chemical skill, is 
slated for the place. The doctor has an 
extensive practice. 


MICHIGAN ITEMS. 


Jolin A. Murray is the successor of Dr. Bohn 
in the drug trade at Grand Marais. 


R. S. Armstrong & Co., of Chelsea, are suc- 
ceeded in the drug business by Fenn & Vogel. 


John E. Staley, of Avoca, has purchased the 
stock and business of H. A. McKenna, of that 
place. 

Clem F. Tepoorten Bay City, has re- 


moved to Flint, and Druggist Meade succeeds 


him at Bay City. 
George H. West, formerly of West Bros., 
Woodward avenue, Detroit, succeeds George 


Newton, M. D., at Vicksburg, Mich. 

Theodore Karmasen, formerly of Greenville, 
Mich., and now a druggist in Detroit, was mar- 
ried November 23d to Miss Maud Conover, of 
Greenville. 


The old brick factory, formerly owned and oc- 
cupied by the Detroit White Lead Works before 
fey et their present factory has been sold 
for $6 


Fred. Elder has purchased the stock of D. 
G. Neuber at Elkton. Neuber has made a 
proposition to settle with his creditors on a 
basis of 50 cents on the dollar. 


The Riverside Chemical Manufacturing Co. 
is a new concern which has filed articles of as- 
scciation at Detroit. ‘The capital is $5,000, of 
which three-fourths is paid in. The stockholders 
are Henry L. Page, Fort Scott, Kan., 175 shares; 
James A. Coe, Detroit, 1 share; Harry H. Page 
and Louis J. "Bureau, "Detroit, each 87 shares. 


Dr. Michael Sweeney, of Emmett, says that 
he bought the horse, buggy and good-will of 
Dr. W. C. Martin, with the understanding that 
Dr. Martin stop practicing medicine at that 
ylace. Dr. Martin bought a drug store, and 
Dr. Sweeney claims that he is practicing still. 
He has brought suit to recover damages of $100 
a month. 


Alvin E, Holt, who failed in the drug busi- 
ness in Detroit several months ago, has filed a 
voluntary petition to be adjudged a_ bankrupt 
The liabilities are $10,000; assets, nothing. r. 
Holt is considered to be one of the most ca- 
pable druggists in Detroit, and is at present 
running a store at the corner of Woodward and 
aa avenues, formerly kept by Stevens & 

° 


The United States Supreme Court has affirmed 
: ———- of the New York Supreme Court that 

Parke, Davis & Co., must pay State taxes in that 
State if they do business there. This company 
brought suit some time ago to test the validity 
of the law that required them to pay such taxes, 
and the court decided against them. The case 
was carried to the State Supreme Court, where 
the lower court was sustained, and now the mat- 
ter has been finally settled. 


Frederick Stearns, of Detroit, has made a do- 
nation to the University of Michigan of his 
valuable and extensive collection of musical in- 
struments, gathered from all parts of the world. 
It consists of over 1,000 specimens, among which 
is the partially- burned clarionet player from 
Barnum’s museum, and an old temple drum 
from India. Mr. Stearns is now in Egypt, and 
it is supposed that he will bring home a large 
collection of antiquities from that country, 
which will take the place in his residence of the 
musical collection. 


of Grand Rapids, 
Paper Co., of De- 


The O. & W. Thum Co., 
Mich., and the Decoy Fly 
troit, have been consolidated, and the capital 
stock increased to $6,000. The Thums are the 
pioneers in the manufacture of sticky fly paper, 
and have grown rich on the profits. The stock- 
holders are: Joseph H. and Thomas Berry, 
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Detroit; Truman H. Newberry, C. L. Freer, A. 
L. Stephens, W. H. Smith and C. Rowlson, 
Detroit, and Otto and Hugo Thum, of Grand 
Rapids. ‘The processes used by the Thums are 
carefully guarded, the factory helene surrounded 
by a high fence, and the mixing of materials 
is all done by one of the brothers in a 
locked room. No employe has ever found out 
the secrets of the sticky mixture. It is said 
that the Grand Rapids plant will be removed 
to Detroit, where the Decoy people have com- 
modious and pleasant buildings. 


ILLINOIS. 
A Good Year Drawing to a Close. 





Outlook on the Stamp Tax. 


_ Cuicaco, Dec. 3.—At the present writ- 
ing it is the popular opinion in the whole- 
sale drug trade that the business of the 
city for the year now drawing to a close 
will run nearly if not quite 20 per cent 
ahead of that of last year. The big stimu- 
lation given the markets last spring by 
the war and the lively appreciation in 
values resulting therefrom were not the 
only causes of the heavy increase. The 
sales are now running very heavy for any 
time of year and particularly heavy for 
this month. One of the pleasing features 
is the revival of activity in the line of 
druggists sundries—a department that 
has done very little for itself in the last 
five years. 

About all of the wholesale drug houses 
there is an air of business activity that 
is the best possible indication of the good 
business that is being transacted. The 
last week has seen a little falling off in 
sales of staples as compared with the 
previous week, but the difference is more 
than made up by the increased sales of the 
fancy articles. The sales for November 
show a handsome gain over November 
of last year, though they did not come up 
to the large total of October. 


No Change in the Stamp Tax. 


It is taken for granted by the local drug 
trade that there will. be no modification 
of the existing stamp taxes until July Ist 
next, at the earliest. Chairman Dingley’s 
announcement to this effect immediately 
after his recent conference with the Presi- 
dent at Washington seems to have settled 
the matter in the minds of most of the 
local dealers. Though there is general 
disappointment over it, there is neverthe- 
less a feeling that the announcement car- 
ries with it an assurance that the country 
will not be stirred up by tariff discus- 
sions previous to that time. This at least 
is regarded as a favorable feature. 


The State Board. 

The Board of Pharmacy examined 107 
applicants for registration in Chicago 
November 15, 17; 28 passed as registered 
pharmacists, 26 of whom were already 
registered as assistants by examination. 
Their names are as follows: 

John Bardonski, Wilhelm J. Barth, Christian 
J. Bender, Edward J. Chaldek, Thomas P. Flan- 
nery, Orville O. Hammill, Charles M. Kennedy, 
Louis King, Robert T. Kyle, Henry Mehl, Wiill- 
jam Merten, M. Max MacCoy, Edwin A. 
Neverman, Albert E. Oblander, John M. Paine, 
Luba J. Robin, Joseph M. St. John, Emil T 
Tohulka, John Van DeLuyster, William F. Wal- 
dron, Fred. L. Wells, Charles Westphal, Hugh 
Wisdom, all of Chicago, and Clyde FE. Huddles- 
ton,-Farmer City; Albert J. Lydehn, Moline; 
Louis F. Schumm, Danville; Charles H. Smith, 
Chillicothe; Daniel J. Sullivan, Rochelle. 


The Board have decided to hold only 
five examinations during the year 1899, 
two in Springfield, in January and August, 
and three in Chicago during the months 
of March, June and October. 


The next meeting of the Board for ex- 
amination will be held in room 3, State 
House, Springfield, on January 3, 1899. 
New applications must be on file at the 
office in Springfield at least 10 days be- 
fore the day set for examination. Those 
who have applications on file must also 
give 10 days’ notice before taking the ex- 
amination. This requirement is necessary 
in order to make suitable preparations for 
the class, and will be strictly enforced. Af- 
fidavits from R.P.s. of time service must 
be filed at least three days before the ex- 
amination. No applicant will be admitted 
to these examinations except those whe 
comply with the above requirements. Ad- 
dress all communications to Frank Fleury, 
secretary, Springfield, IIl. 


Chicago College Notes. 


The Chicago College of Pharmacy, the 
School of Pharmacy of the University of 
Illinois, opened its thirty-ninth annual 
session on October 4th last. The attend- 
ance this year has increased more than 10 
per cent over that of last year, the total 
enrollment being 156, and of these 7 are 
ladies, this being the largest number of 
ladies that have ever been in attendance 
at any one session. 

The senior class organized the 22d of 
October, with Robert C. Smith as presi- 
dent, Wm. J. Buchholz as vice-president, 
Frederick W. Woelz as treaurer and 
Earle Z. Marvin as secretary. The junior 
class completed their organization a week 
later, electing Joseph M. Lestina presi- 
dent; Philip D. Vincent, vice-president; 
Frank J. Kreml, secretary, and John J. 
Nechvatal, treasurer. 


A Big Soda Fountain Deal. 


It is announced that the Liquid Car- 
bonic Acid Gas Co. have taken the sell- 
ing agency for the Onyx Soda Fountain 
Co., and will hereafter have exclusive 
charge of the marketing of the fountains 
made by this firm. The Onyx Co. have 
quadrupled the capacity of their factory 
in order to meet the vastly increased sales® 
which the forty salesmen of the Gas com- 
pany expect to make. The salesrooms of 
the Onyx Co. in Chicago will be moved 
to the Chicago offices of the Liquid Car- 
bonic Acid Gas Co., at 76 Illinois street. 

B. Herron, who has been associated 
with the Onyx Co., will have charge of 
the soda fountain department of the Gas 
Co. 


CHICAGO NEWS NOTES. 


A large addition to the plant of the Michigan 
Alkali Company, of Wyandotte, Mich., is now 
being built. 


D. A. Ansbacher, of New York, and T. L. 
Blood, of St. Paul, were visitors in Chicago 
during the last week. 


The Lange-Ross Company, manufacturing 
harmacists, have moved from 46-50 Jackson 
oulevard to 179-181 Lake street, near the 
centre of the wholesale drug district. 


President O. F. Fuller, of the Fuller & Fuller 
Company, arrived home on Monday, December 
5th. After spending Thanksgiving at his old 
home at Peekskill, N. Y., he devoted several 
days to business in New York and Phila- 
delphia. 


Tuesday evening, December 6th. The Alumni 
Association of the Chicago College of Pharmacy 
held a meeting at the College, 465 State street. 
M. I. Landeker, of McKesson & Robbins’ 
sponge department, New York City, gave a 
very interesting lecture on sponges. The lec- 
ture was divided into seven sections, as_fol- 
lows: Growth, fishing, marketing, Where 
Found, Qualities, Uses, Determining Values. 
as Mr. Lan- 


There was a good attendance and 
deker was given a vote of thanks. 
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MISSOURI. 


Bright Business Prospects. 


St. Louris, Dec. 3.—Everything has 
been rather quiet in this city during the 
past two weeks. The wholesale houses 
report that they are beginning to feel the 
lull in business which always precedes the 
holidays, but they claim the slack in trade 
is not as great this year as has been for 
several years previous. The number of 
encouraging inquiries and reports from 
their customers lead them to look for an 
encouraging rush of business after the 
first of the year. 


CITY NEWS. 


H. D. Delkeskamp & Co. have been appoint- 
ed St. Louis agents for the U. S. Pharmacal 
Co., of Chicago. 


J. W. Murphy, of Farber, Mo., has been in 
the city buying a drug store outfit. He in- 
tends to go into business in his native town. 


Mr. Matthews, proprietor of the Barnes’ 
Medical College Drug Store, 3000 Chestnut 
street, was recently married to a young lady 
from his old home in Illinois. 


On November 29th the Fairchilds Chemical 
Laboratory Co., 306 North Broadway, filed with 
the Secretary of State a statement of increase 
of stock from $200,000 to $500,000. 


Paul Groenne, who has been manager of the 
Soulard pharmacy, 1637 South Broadway, for 
some time, recently purchased the drug store at 
Broadway and Lami street, from Wm. H. La- 
ment. 


The regular monthly meeting of the St. 
Leuis Drug Clerks’ Society will be held on 
Thursday evening, December 8th. On this oc- 


casion the officers for ’99 will be nominated and 
elected, and a rousing smoker will follow the 
election. 


H. F. Hassebrock, who has been collecting 
Missouri Pharmaceutical Association dues in 
this city for Treasurer Wm. Mittelbach, reports 
that the members have been very prompt in 
their payments and that there are but a few out- 
standing accounts. 


The Druggists’ Cocked Hat League met on 
Thursday night, December 2d, and the Mus- 
tards won three out of five from the Burdocks, 
while Pe gunivers tock all five games from the 
Catnip§.. The Frog in Your Throat and the 
Pill Rollers also rolled a match game, which re- 
sulted in a score of three to two in favor of 
the Frogs. 


A colored highwayman attempted to rob a 
lady in front of C. G. Penny’s drug _ store, 
Twenty-first and Market streets, on Monday 
night, November 21st. The lady dashed into 
the store, followed by the robber, who pointed 
his revolver at Mr. Penny, commanding him 
to “throw up.” Mr. Penny jumped the counter 
and grappled with the fellow, who dropped the 
revolver, broke loose and ran away. The re- 
volver was neither loaded nor in working order. 


The St. Louis Chronicle states that Fred L. 
Seely lingered too long at the Druggists’ Con- 
vention and was taken ill with marriage fever. 
Early next morning he was at the marriage li- 
cense office. Seely is only twenty-six, but is man- 
ager of laboratory No. 2 of the Paris Medicine 
Company The bride is Miss Evelyn Grove, the 
daughter of President Grove of the Paris Medi- 
cine Company, and was dressed in a pretty blue 
dress. All were at the Southern, the young lady 
having attended the convention with her father. 
The ceremony was performed at the Southern 
in the evening. and all then left for Asheville, 
N. C., where the couple will reside. 


VISITING MERCHANTS, 


Among the delegation of business and pro- 
fessional men from Oklahoma who visited this 
city a few davs ago. were the following drug- 
gists: J. Wand, Oklahoma City; Dr. T. Mackle- 
hane, Chandler, Okla.; Dr. E. Scott, Oklahoma 
City. and T. W. Boies, Earlesboro, Okla. C. P. 
Walbridge, president of the J. S. Merrell Drug 
Co., was chairman of the entertainment com- 
mittee of merchants which had charge of the 
delegation. Tt will be remembered that the ob- 
ject of this delegation from Oklahoma was to 
secure hetter transportation facilities from this 
point. There were about three hundred in the 
delegation. 
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Harvey L. Suurtts, 
Iowa Representative of Robert Stevenson & Co., Chicago. 
H. L. Shutts, better known among his numerous friends in the 


drug trade of the West as_Harve 
representative in Northern Iowa o 


Shutts, is the popular traveling 
Robert Stevenson & Co., Chicago. 


Born in Cowdersport, Pa., in 1851, he was taken by his parents when 


seven years old to Iowa. 


At the age of sixteen he entered the drug 


business, learning the rudiments in the pharmacy conducted by Griffin 


& Carpenter, in Vinton., Iowa. 


for advancement in 
cured a_ position with 
was admitted to Seoher ge , 
Shutts & Co., later a 


aving a _ better opportunity 


Waterloo, he_ returned there and se- 


Griffin, and soon _ after 


the firm name chan ing to Logan, 
tered to Shutts & Barber. In 1888 Mr. Shutts 


disposed of his share of the business to his partner, E. Barber. He 
then became a poet of the grip, and for a short time represented 


the New York Rub 


er Co. He has held the position he now occupies 


with Robert Stevenson & Co. for about ten years. Harvey is an 


enthusiastic wheelman, and covers as many as 6, 


miles each season. 


He is well advanced in Masonry, being a Past Master and Past E. C. 


of his lodge in Watérloo. 








W._H. Lowe, reports flourishing business in 
the West, and as indications go, the East bids 
fair to do its share for this 
BOSTON. enial representative of Fries 
ros., of New York, dealers in 

synthetic oils and chemicals. 


Messrs. Titsworth and C. G. Euler have been 
here looking up business in the interest of their 
firm. Essential oils and A. Chiris, of New York, 
are well represented by these two gentlemen. 


Leerburger Bros., of New York, are doing a 
gcod business in the essential oil trade. Their 
representative, H. Leerburger has lately paid 
us a visit. 


Harry Warrick is always a welcome visitor, 
and on his last trip to this city found many 
substantial testimonies of the faith of the trade 
in his abilities as agent for Fritzsche Bros., 
of New York. 


M. C. Ward and P. R. Lance have made the 
rounds of Boston and vicinity, and go back to 


New York in very contented states of mind. 
Fe represent W. R. Warner & Co., of New 
ork. 


Alfred Salinger, of London, has been doing 
energetic work for the firm of Blondeau & Cie, 
in the interest of Vinolia soap. 


The Fischer Chemical Importing Co., of 

New York, have a brilliant man in M. W. 

Parsons. His ability to read 

ROCHESTER. character and his extended 

travels throughout the country 

thoroughiy fit him for the work he is called 
upon to perform. 


D. M. Woodward, who represents Henry 
Thayer & Co., was here recently. He is well 
known to the trade and does lots of business 
for his house. 


Lehn & Fink’s interests were ably cared for the 
past week by an old Rochester man, Fred. P. 
Hinkston. 


Kilmer & Co. are making a grand display here 
this week. They have eight uniformed men, 
who are labeling everything with “swamp root” 
banners, and distributing samples in all parts 
of the city. W. D. Redington, manager of the 
distribution department, is in charge. 


Frank M, Bell, who is in the Chicago office of 
Armour & Co., went to Boston recently in the 
interests of his firm. On his return trip, he 
stopped at many of the larger points to intro- 
duce himself to the buyers of Armour’s pro- 
ducts and left a very favorable impression with 
the gentlemen, whom he had the opportunity to 
see. 


J. P. Jones, who comes periodically for Sharp 
& Dohme, paid his visit the last week. 


The daily papers announced a short time ago 
the arrival a Frank A. Weed at the Livingston 
Hotel. On calling on Mr. Weed, one was ush- 
ered into the most commodious room the hotel 
boasts of. Lining each side of this apartment 
were arranged tables, on which a fine display of 
glass sundries were resting. So fascinating was 
the sight, that one could not retreat before he 
had left a good-sized order in the care of the 
— salesman of Whitall, Tatum 
x Co. 


Frank A. Weed, the well known handler of the 
goods of Whitall, Tatum & Co., New York 
an Philadelphia has again 
BUFFALO. been about the Buffalo round. 
He is in about once in sixty 

days, and is always welcome. 


John H. Santee, representative of the Solon 
Palmer soaps, New York, has just made his 
round of this city trade and departed to other 
fields with a good list of orders. 


The Upjohn Pill & Granule Company, of Kal- 
amazoo, sends to us E. O. Norte, who regularly 
and acceptably represents this house in this 
district. 


James V. Minton comes back this week in 
the interest of the perfumery house of Alfred 
Wright, Rochester. 


Marcus Feder, of the Cleveland cigar house of 
Feder Bros., is due here this week in the 
interest of his specialty. He stops at the retail 
pharmacies regularly. 


A. M. Woodard, salesman for the long-estab- 
lished manufacturing house of Henry Thayer & 
Co., of Cambridgeport, Mass., paid this centre 
a visit during Thanksgiving week. 


R. G. Hotchkin, who looks after the interests 
of the Rochester perfumery house of Adolph 
Spiehler, paid us a call lately, with a long line 
i holiday specialties. 


J. S. Marvin, with the house of Seabury & 
Johnson, was in Buffalo lately, looking after the 
good trade that he has long enjoyed here. 


“Bob” Service, popular with the drug trade 
for the best of reasons, has just concluded a 
satisfactory visit to his old customers in Buf- 
falo. 


Irving S. Wood, of Buffalo, traveling repre- 
sertative of a Saratoga house, has dropped busi- 
ness for a short season and gone away on a 
vacation. 

Geo. W. Matthewson, the clever manager for 
the Emerson Drug Co., has been looking after 

the Company’s interests in St. 

CHICAGO. Louis this week. He says the 

city at the end of the bridge 

does not consume one-half the “Bromo” that 

the city by the lake does, Chicago is a “warm” 
town and needs lots of bracers. 

Chas. H. Robbins, who calls on the druggists 
and doctors of Chicago in the interests of the 
Doliber-Goodale Co., left for the culture centre 
December 8th to attend the annual roundup of 
the travelers. He was joined here by Dr. W. 
S. Wallace, who has headquarters at San Fran- 
cisco, and who plays the “heavy” along the 
coast towns for the D. G. Co. 


Frank M. Bell, who manages the pharmaceuti- 
cal department and directs the movements of the 
traveling force of Armour & Co., has returned 
from a two weeks’ sojourn in Gotham. Mr. Bell 
is a young man with the required amount of 
gray matter at the top to direct the movements 
of men who have grown cold in the employ of 
Armour & Co. 
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Charles Bayard, has been on a flying ai to 
St. Paul, Duluth, Omaha and Kansas City, 
where he was taking orders for the I. Calvin 
Shafer Co. 


W. K. Sutliff, the Illinois representative for 
W. R. Warner & Co., and F. C. Stevenson, the 
Michigan representative, have been in town 
this week conferring with the western man- 
ager, A. E. Remick. 


D. A. O’Gorman, of the Centre of Culture, re- 
cently spent a week in Chicago. He failed to 
find any buffalos or Indians on the streets— 
except the wooden kind—and was therefore un- 
able to gratify his sportsman’s instincts. He 
carried away several ad scalps, however, and 
went eastward as happy as any one can be 
who is forced to leave Chicago. 


Eugene Ross has been on a flying trip to New 
York and New Brunswick to lay wires for 
the work of 1899. He says he will continue to 
represent the J.’s mext year, as they are the 
“only” house. 


CINCINNATI. Frank B. Wright was dis- 

playing samples of rubber 
oods here recently in the interest of the 
merican Hard Rubber Company. 


F. E. Novak, representing the Goodyear Rub- 
ber Company, was in town last week seeking his 
trade. 


J. A. Sutherland was in Cincinnati last_week 
with a full line of thermometers made by Taylor 
Brothers Company. 


Pipes of all kinds, sizes and styles were shown 
here this week by Louis Kapfer, representing 
Julius Becker & Co. 


W. J. LeMoin was in the Queen City last week 
in the interest of the Ames-Bonner Company, 
brush makers. 


A recent commercial visitor to this city was 
W. H. Grover, representing the Grand Rapids 
Brush Co. 


L. J. Lambright, one of the hustlers in the em- 
loy of the Goodrich Rubber Company, was here 
ast week. 


The Rubber and Celluloid Harness Trimming 
Company was represented here this week by 
Robert J. Matches. 


Leather goods of every kind made by C. F. 
Rumpp & Sons were exhibited here recently by 
C. E. Nidetzky. 


_ William Cordes was in Cincinnati this week 
in the interest of the Florence Manufacturing 
Company. He reports trade as improving. 


J..W. Murray, representing Hance Bros. & 
White, of Philadeiphia, is in town looking 
after the interests of his firm 
87. LOUIS. among the jobbers. H. Steven- 
son, their local man, will be 
out on the road until the new year. He will 
travel in Southern Illinois up to the holidays, 
and he hopes to spend a few days of the holi- 
days with his folks in Chicago. 


_ G. BH. Briscoe has been hustling around here 
in the interests of the Phospho-Albumen Co. for 
the past few days. He reports business good. 


T. E. Barrett, who for some time represented 
the Searle & Hereth Co. in Missouri, has em- 
barked in the retail drug business at Pittsburg, 

an. 


Ss. W. Wri, general traveling salesman for 
the Searle & Hereth Co., has been stopping over 
a few days here on his way to Hot Springs, 
Ark., where he goes to spend his annual va- 
cation. 


C. A. Bucker, representing the Swift’s Sure 
Specific people, landed in town a few days ago, 
and intends to do a little more business at this 
point before the holidays. 


Harry Severson, representing Hance Bros. & 
White in this territory is one of the busiest 
men in this city. He is getting up some win- 
dow displays which are a great novelty. 


Dr. C. O. Cheatam, one of the representatives 
of Parke, Davis & Co. at this point for the 
past two years, has been transferred to Georgia 
with headquarters at Atlanta. A. M. Finke has 
taken his place at this point. 


A. C. Barrada, with Thompson’s Malt Lab- 
oratory, of Chicago, has been in this city attend- 
ing the wedding of his sister. 


MAaLtep MILK Basies. 


The Horlicks Malted Milk Co. recentiy shipped 
a barrel of samples to Joe Leister, their Ohio rep- 
resentative at the Hotel Normandie, Columbus. 
After distributing about half the samples he 
went down into the dark storeroom, and put- 
ting his hand into the barrel it came into con- 
tact with something soft and warm and woolly, 
3ut for his sobriety he would have thought he 
“had ’em,” but a peep into the barrel showed 
that the house cat had selected the barrel as a 
lying-in hospital with great success, her litter 
numbering seven little kittens. Mr. Leister con- 
siders this a strong evidence of the value of malt- 
ed milk for the young. Even the house cat 
recognized its value. 


The Drummer Off the Road. 
[From the Iron Age.] 


The salesman, when he gets into the office, 
is an iridescent nuisance and a demoralizing in- 
fluence, and that he enjoys the commotion that 
his advent creates there is little room for doubt. 
It is then that he has his innings, and the man 
who has written him peppery things unjustly— 
and to the salesman every peppery thing is un- 
just—is made to eat crow. From the time he 
enters and slams the office door behind him until 
he emerges flushed with victory he is the ruler 
of circumstances and the arbiter of destiny in 
his own particular orbit. 


As He Enters, 


When he comes in, there is usually a little 
stiffness in his bearing, particularly if he has 
been away for some time, for it is temptingly 
easy for a man at home to make severe strict- 
ures and to exercise his authority over a sales- 
man unduly, and the salesman has generally 
been chewing over a few unpleasant things until 
the taste in his mouth is exceedingly bitter, and 
he has arguments to present in rebuttal. The 
office manager knows that the men about him 
remember the harsh things he has said about the 
salesman, and assumes an air of dignity in 
keeping with the tone of his letters of reproof, 
so that the formal courtesy of their first greeting 
is something to see. But he knows from past 
experience that he will have to “crawfish,” and 
as he and the salesman pass into the private 
office for the long clearing-up talk and the door 
closes behind them he feels secretly glad that 
the boys are beyond earshot. The salesman 
fights his battles over again, and as the tale 
progresses the manager’s attitude changes. At 
Philadelphia aud Pittsburg he endeavors feebly 
to maintain his position that it is inexcusable 
to fail selling every firm in the market, and is 
severely judicial; at Cleveland he sighs re- 
signedly and shakes his head; at Toledo and 
Detroit he says: “Ah! I see;” at Chicago says: 
“Of course you couldn’t,” and proffers a cigar; 
at Milwaukee and the Twin Cities he wonders 
“what the blamed fools could have been think- 
ing of;” when Kansas City and St. Louis are 
reached, he is at the lowest ebb of contrition, 
and the journey home is a triumphant progress, 
each city marked by the fresh surrender and 
capitulation of the office man, and ends up 
with the blare of trumpets and flags flying. He 
has tact enough, though, to acknowledge that 
he has been wrong in one or two unimportant 
points and exhibits a proper humility for his 
error. Thus. good humor is preserved, and the 
men in the outer office, who have listened with 
bated breath for the sounds of deadly conflict, 
are startled by the roar of laughter that greets 
the salesman’s latest story with which the sit- 


ting closes. 
The Scapegoat. 


This is the time when, if ever, the hardware 
buyers are spoken of familiarly as “Tom” or 
“Harry,” “Old Pap” or “Uncle George.” and 
their doings, sayings and appearance commented 
upon with a freedom which would greatly aston- 
isk these worthies could they hear the talk: 
and cases are not unknown where the manager 
and salesman cement their newly regained har- 
meny by unitedly denouncing the innocent, vir- 
tuous, hard-working buyer as the cause of all 
the woes of the trade, and by unloading upon his 
unconscious head the sins of the times they 
gain tranquillity and peace. 


Theory vs. Practice. 


I saw one instance of this kind that was par- 
ticularly amusing to me. The manager was a 
red-headed theorist with a power of concen- 
trated virulency of speech that was truly great. 

e had written the salesman at length, expound- 
ing his views of his conduct in passing a cer- 
tain order, with a stinging force that sent the 
salesman (one of the best known men on the 
road to-day) clear off his level. He replied in as 
nearly the same vein as his vocabulary would 
permit, proffered his resignation and followed 
his letter in. As he entered, the manager waved 
him to the private office without a word and fol- 


lowed him in, leaving the door open for the 
benefit of those outside. 

“Now, sir,” he began, explosively, when the 
two had found seats. 

“Now, sir,” interrupted the salesman, “just 
let me say a word, please,’ and he proceeded to 
proffer an apology, thorough and all embracing, 
for his offensive epistie; then, unfolding a letter 
from the firm whose business had been the 
cause of the trouble, he read their statement 
that owing to unusvally heavy purchases in the 
preceding two seasons they had an ample stock 
on hand, and would need nothing except a few 
small lots to sort up, which they would order 
later. 

The manager arose and softly closed the door, 
while the men outside went into ectasies of 
silent mirth. . 

Was there ever an experienced traveling man 
who was not fertile in excuse or who could not, 
upon a moment’s notice, furnish a perfectly 
straightforward and reliable reason for anything 
that he might choose to do? If there ever was, 
he has long since died or been promoted. It is 
their evident truthfulness and flawless plausi- 
bility that marks the work of the artist and con- 
founds anyone who is so hardy as to oppose 
the man of miles. It would seem as though the 
very stars fought for him. Is he always right? 


The Autocrat. 


It is when the heavy work with the manager is. 
over that the traveling man comes forth in full 
glory. He selects the most central part of the 
office, and there he spreads forth his samples 
and scatters his belongings in an ever-widening 
radius. Old letters and printed matter he files 
upon the floor. The man who is the busiest 
is the one he must consult immediately upon 
some important point—belonging to some other 
department—breaking off hurriedly to dictate to 
the stenographer a letter that must go at once, 
which he straightway forgets, and leaves. still 
unsigned when he goes away a day or so later. 
The autocratic bookkeeper unbends to him, and 
is decidedly chummy, as soon as the manager 
leaves the office, and the salesman uses his 
friendliness to ‘‘work’” a concession or two 
for customers who have been rather borne upon. 
The juniors edge around, scorning to seem to 
court notice from him, but a delighted 
grins when he addresses them. He badgers the 
superintendent and contradicts him as the man- 
ager himself would hesitate to do, disregards or 
openly flouts all the rules of the office, and 
under the influence of his example the, office 
discipline falls into a state of demoralization 
that it takes a week or two to reform. 


He Receives Homage 


from the office force that is eloquent with sin- 
cerity—for is he not the man who brings the 
trade, whose progress from town to town is 
watched with anxious care, whose big, fat letters 
with the orders from the jobbers bring joy, and 
who is mentioned a dozen times a day in con- 
nection with his orders and customers’ needs? 
He could have no better evidence of his import- 
ance to the house than the treatment he receives 
when he gets in, and when he goes out he is 
followed with cordial good wishes and a cordial 
feeling that lasts until he has failed to sell a 
firm or two from whom his employers hoped to 
get a good business. 





Errors in Nomenclature. 


The current issue of the AMERICAN 
Druccist contains an editorial on the 
need for accuracy in nomenclature, spec- 
ial attention being devoted to the careless- 
ness of manufacturing houses in this re- 
spect. Attention might equally well be 
directed to the pages of some of our con- 
temporaries. For instance, a Canadian 
drug journal before us at the present 
time, presents a page of scientific notes 
for the benefit (sic) of its readers. This 
page is remarkable, in that hardly a scien- 
tific name is spelt correctly. We are told, 
in a note on the constituents of the at- 
mosphere, that it contains a little “corky” 
dioxide, and in addition, “kryptose,” 
“neose,” and “metargan.” We aiso learn 
that Welsbach mantles consist of “thona, 
traces of lime. and ‘san’ earths, ‘neodymia’ 
of ‘thice,’ and zirconia.” These are only 
a few of a host of similar errors, which 
do not reflect credit on the management, 
nor do they help to increase the circula- 
tion of any journal. Such errors are far 
too common, and in journals which 
should set an example to the trade at 
large errors in nomenclature are inexcus- 
able-—Drug Topics, New York. 
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Review of the Wholesale Drug Market. 


NEW YORK, DECEMBER 9, 1898. 


It should be understood that the prices quoted in this report 
are strictly those current in the wholesale market, and that 
higher prices are paid for retail lots. The quality of 
goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


HE volume of business continues of 
satisfactory proportions, the better 
feeling noted in our last being weil 

maintained. 
the approach of the end of the year is 
usually of an irregular character, and this 
year is no exception to previous years. 
Until the annual inventories are taken 
and plans are decided upon for the new 
year, the policy of purchasing in quan- 
tities to meet current requirements only 
will be pursued. The traveling salesmen 
will very generally be taken off the field 
with the advent of the holidays to report 
and make arrangements for the new cam- 
paign. In view of these conditions no 
sharp fluctuations in price are to be re- 
corded, though the position of camphor 
is considerably improved and a sharp ad- 
vance has taken place in crude and re- 
fined. The only other fluctuations of spec- 
ial moment are advances in menthol and 
and salol; the last named was reduced 10c. 
the salol; the last named was reduced 10c. 
per pound as soon as Judge Brown's 
decision in the phenacetine case was an- 
nounced. The activity of the officers of 
the National Association of Retail Drug- 
gists continues unabated and the local 
dealers have been visited recently by F. 
E. Holliday, of Topeka, Kan., the chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of the 
Association, accompanied by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Proprietary 
Goods of the National Wholesale Drug- 
gists’ Association. The object of Mr. 
Holliday’s visit was looking to the en- 
forcement of the agreements adopted be- 
tween the three representative national 
associations of wholesalers, retailers and 
manufacturers in St. Louis last October. 
The legitimate jobbers are making spe- 
cial efforts to restrict the distribution of 
goods to wholesale dealers and the move- 
ment promises to be a successful one, 
though there is a tendency in the op- 
posite direction being manifested by some 
dealers who do both a wholesale and 


The general demand with’ 


retail business. Below we tabulate and 
comment upon the principal fluctuations: 
HIGHER, LOWER. 


Cantharides. Silver nitrate. 
Soric acid. Caffein. 
Menthol. Opium. 
Lemongrass oil. Citric acid. 
Thymol. Haarlem oil. 
Quinine. Oil anise. 
Camphor. Cacao butter. 
Coriander seed. Formaldehyde. 
Coca leaves. Saffron. 


Damiana leaves. 
Oil peppermint. 
Oil sweet orange. 
Valerian root. 
Salol. 

DRUGS. 

Alcohol continues firm at the recent ad- 
vance to $2.42 to $2.46 as to quantity, less 
rebate usual terms. The demand from 
consumers is, however, marked by ino 
special activity. 

Arnica Flowers have shown no action 
during the interval; supplies are now in 
better shape and prices have not advanced 
beyond &c. 

Balsam Copaiba, Central American, is 
meeting with fair inquiry at jobbers’ 
hands, with recent sales at full previous 
prices, or say, 37c. to 3c. 

Balsam Fir, Canada, is without special 
change; values are weaker, if anything, 
and the outside range is now $1.75; Ore- 
gon is maintained upon a steadier basis 
and values have hardened, with recent 
sales at 65c. to 70c. 

Balsam Peru continues to offer at $1.95 
to $2, and trade is moderate in a jobbing 
way. 

Balsam Tolu continues dull, with the 
quotation without special variation; sales 
at 34c. to 35c. 

Barks.—Cascara sagrada continues to 
reflect a hardening tendency and holders 
offer supplies less freely decidedly firm- 
er quotations being the rule, though Otc. 
to Tc. rem: ains the market figure. Elm is 
in fair jobbing request at 10c. to Ile. 
Sassafras is passing out into channels of 
distribution at the range of 6c. to 8c. 
Soap is easier with w hole and cut chang- 
ing hands at 4}c. to 6c. respectively. 

Buchu Leaves are in firmer position, 
though prices are without quotable 
change; 54d. to 53d. was realized at the 
recent auction sale in London for fair 
round green leaves, while yellow and 
stalky sold at 4$d.; in this market prime 
green are held at 18c., while for inferior 
quality, 14c. to 16c. is asked. 

Cocoa Leaves are firmer in view of an 


Cascara sagrada. 
Vanilla beans. 
Dragon’s blood. 


expected scarcity and stocks are offered 
sparingly, with holders indifferent sellers 
at l4c. to 16c. for Truxillo and 22c. to 
24c. for Huanuco. 

Cubeb Berries are without important in- 
quiry and holders are offering more free- 
ly with prices regarded in buyers’ 
favor. 

Caffein has been reduced by the local 
agents of foreign manufacturers by cable 
instructions, and values are now quoted 
irregular; $3.75 to $4 are the common 
quotations, but no sales of consequence 
have come to the surface, buyers being 
apparently indisposed to purchase in ex- 
cess of immediate requirements. 

Cacao Butter has fallen off a trifle; while 
the popular quotation remains 3lc. to 
32c.; a few sales have been made at a 
cent below the inside figure. 

Cod Liver Oil, Norwegian, has _ con- 
tinued in good seasonable demand, but 
we have no new developments to report 
either as regards sales or prices; prime 
quality oil is held at $28, while less pop- 
ular brands are realizing $25 to $27 
Cable reports from London report an 
easier market, with quotations at 72s. up- 
ward. 

Cantharides, Russian, are meeting wit 
increased inquiry on account of a com 
plete scarcity in Chinese, and stocks of 
the former are now held at 45c. to 50c. 

Damiana Leaves have declined to 8c. 
as the result of large stocks and liberal 
offerings from the Pacific Coast. 

Formaldehyde has been in active de- 
mand since our last, but supplies are 
coming forward freely and prices con- 
tinue easy, with 20c. to 2lc. commonly 
quoted. 

Guarana is held with inc reased firmness, 
though quotations remain unche inged, 
dic. to 40c. being named as to quantity. 

Haarlem Oil is in better supply and of- 
fered more freely, and this, coupled with 
keen competition among holders, has sent 
down values. One importer has made a 
cut of 25c. and the present market quota- 
tion of $1.75 is lower than the cost to 
import; the outside range is $2. 

Juniper Berries have sold actively since 
our last, some 100 bags having hy 
hands within the past few days. at 2 to 
2kec. 

Kola Nuts meet with occasional inquiry; 
holders have recently reduced their quo- 
tations to 74c. to 8c. for African and 24c. 
for choice Jamaica. 

Manna has sold fairly during the inter- 
val, numerous jobbing lots of small flake 
having passed out within the range. of 
25c. to 28c. as to quantity; large is with- 
out change at 52c. to 55c. 

Morphine is passing out on contract or- 
ders in fair amount, and manufacturers’ 
quotations are — steadily on the 
old basis of $2.15 to $2 

Opium, since our last nie has sold 
lower, cases having changed hands at 
$3.50, while broken packages went at 
$3.55 to $3.573. Powdered is also easier 
and quotations have been revised to $4.30 
to $4.40. A Smyrna cable to the Chemist 
and Druggist reports large buying on the 
part of agents of America in houses, 9s. 6d. 
to 9s. and 8d. being paid for druggists’ 
quality. 

Ouinine advanced 1c. on the 8th inst., 
following reports of the Amsterdam bark 
sale on the same date. Boehringer & 
Soehne were as usual the principal buyers 


and cable advices report a 5 per cent in- 
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crease in the prices paid, with 90 per cent 
of the offerings taken. Both domestic 
manufacturers and agents of the foreign 
manufacturers in this market have re- 
vised their quotations to agree with the 
advance; B. & S. and N. Y. Q. quoted 
2lc. to 22c. for lots of 25 and 100 ounce 
cans respectively. P. & W. continue to 
quote 24c. A sale of Java quinine amount- 
ing to about 20,000 ounces to a manufac- 
turing customer on priv ate terms is to be 
noted among the transactions of the fort- 
night. 

Saffron, Valencia, is lower owing to re- 
cent arrivals and recent sales have been 
at the revised range of $9 to $9.25. 

Scammony Resin is receiving less at- 
tention and values have fallen off, with 
recent offerings at $2.25. 


DYESTUFFS. 


Aniline Salt reflects an advancing ten- 
dency in sympathy with stronger posi- 
tion of crude material in the foreign mar- 
ket; quoted &c. to 9c. 

Cutch appears to be meeting with in- 
creased inquiry and we hear of numer- 
ous sales of store lots of refined at 5fc. 
to 7¢.; bales quoted at 44c. to 5c. 

Gambier is easier and recent sales have 
been at 2.55c. to 2.85c. The statistical 
position of the article does not favor high- 
er prices, since stocks on hand are large, 
the visible supply amounting to some- 
where in the neighborhood of 45,000 
bales. 

Nutgalls, Blue Aleppo, are scarcer and 
the market is steadier in tone, with 144c. 
to 15}c. now quoted. 

Sumac is fairly active and firm, without, 
however, any change in prices from 48c. 
to 50c. for Sicily and 35c. to 37c. for Vir- 
ginia. 

CHEMICALS. 

Acetate of Lime is dull and prices for 
brown have been revised to 85c. to 90c.; 
gray firm and steady at $1.25 to $1.30. 

Brimstone, crude seconds, is easier; 
store lots quoted $21.50. 

Citric Acid is lower from manufacturers 
in the face of keen competition from the 
outside; barrels and kegs are now quoted 
34c. to 344c. respectively and these prices 
are about on a par with those named by 
second hands. 

Carb. Ammonia is well sustained and in 
good demand at 7%c. for foreign and do- 
mestic. 

Chlorate Potash has sold in large quan- 
tities since our last, but without affecting 
prices, which remain as _ previously 
quoted. 

Cream Tartar continues in fair jobbing 
request, with no interest extended to 
large lots and manufacturers’ quotations 
are well maintained at 234c. to 24c 

Nitrate Soda is in improved demand and 
firmer, with $1.65 to $1.674 now quoted. 

Silver Nitrate has been lowered and is 
now held at 4%c. to 414c. The decline is 
said to be due to the lower prices pre- 
vailing for bullion, but it is well known 
that competition in this article is very 
keen among holders. 

Other chemicals are without quotable 
change. 

ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise offers more freely and recent 
sales have been at $1.52} to $1.60. 

Lemon of the inferior grades offers at a 
decline from previous prices or, say, 
85c. 


Lemongrass is in less abundant supply 
and offerings are light at an advance oi 
10c.; we quote $1.20 to $1.25. 

Ovens, sweet, is in better supply and 
offers more freely at $1.60 to $1.75 

Peppermint, H. G. H., is coming for- 
ward more freely and holders offer at 
$1.15 to $1.174. 

Saffrol has appreciated a trifle since our 
last, 40c. being named as the lowest in- 
side figure. 

Wintergreen continues steady, with a 
moderate demand at 50c. to 55c. for syn- 
thetic. 

The prices obtained at the recent auc- 
tion sale of essential oils in this city are 
noted elsewhere. 


GUMS. 


We have no important changes to re- 
port in the general line of druggists’ 
gums; excepting camphor prices are as 
last quoted. 


Camphor is higher from manufacturers, 
domestic manufacture being now quoted 
38c. to 384c. respectively for barrels and 
cases, while foreign refined is now held at 
884c. to 40c.: cakes and blocks at the 
usual difference. 

ROOTS. 


Aconite is scarce and supplies are of- 
fered sparingly at 1lc. to 12c. 

Gentian has been in fair jobbing de- 
mand and numerous sales are reported at 
the range of 4c. to 44c. 

Ginger, Jamaica bleached, is firmer in 
view of reduced stock and 19c. to 20c. 
is now quoted; unbleached held at 17c. 
to 18c. 

Golden Seal is coming forward a little 
better and prices have eased off to 47c. 
to 4&c. 

Orris, Florentine, is selling in 
quantities at 6c. to 7c. 

lalerian is in increased supply and eas- 
ier, with recent sales at 74c. to &c. 

SEEDS. 


Prices on the general line of druggists’ 
seeds continue firm and fractional ad- 
vances are reported in canary, caraway 
and hemp. 


small 


Essential Oils Auction. 


High prices ruled at the auction sale 
of essential oils and perfumery products 
held at 94 Beekman street on Tuesday, 
December 6th. The auction was con- 
ducted by Edward L. Lewis, who ex- 
plained that no guarantee of any kind 
accompanied the printed statement of 
weights; the weights were determined 
from the labels on the containers and no 
claims for errors on this head would be 
allowed. The first lot put up consisted of 
ten 6-pound bottles of Fritzsche Bros. o:1 
cloves, and was knocked down to Major 
J. B. Horner at 46c. per pound. The fact 
that Major Horner had secured this par- 
cel at a reasonable figure appeared to 
stimulate buyers, for the next lot offered, 
consisting of fifty pounds of essential 
oil of mace, fetched 85c. per pound, Wood 
& Seelick being the buyers. Fritzsche 
Bros. secured a lot of 50 pounds of twice 
distilled German oi] caraway at 75c. after 
some spirited bidding. An equal lot of 
essential oil of fennel was secured by 
Arthur A. Stillwell at 50c., which was a 
bargain. A lot of rectified Russian oil 
anise seed and Saxon oil anise seed went 
to Magnus & Lauer at $1.25 and $1.15 


for the respective varieties. C. E. Hen- 
ning secured one 25-pound lot of oil ber- 
gamot at $1.424 and another at $1.40, while 
eighteen 25-pound coppers of sweet or- 
ange went to Fritzsche Bros., who pur- 
chased through James H. Bowne, at 80c. 
The bidder for the next lot of sweet 
orange, consisting of three 25-pound cop- 
pers, had to pay 924c. Thirty-three 20- 
pound cans of Wayne County oil pepper- 
mint went next at 624c.; nearly all of the 
oil peppermint offered was secured by 
Dodge & Olcott’s representative. Bar- 
gains were the exception, however, and 
most of the lots were disposed of at 
prices within a cent or two of those 
— in the “Original Package Prices” 
of the AMERICAN DruccistT. Meyer Bros. 
Drug Co., of St. Louis, secured a fine 
lot of rose pomade at a low figure. Among 
the a were sales of oil lemon at 
374c., lavender oil, purchased by a re- 
tailer, Benj. Rosenzweig, of Brooklyn, at 
about 13c. 


Concerning Castor Beans and Cas- 
tor Oil. 


The current harvest of castor beans 
shows a moderate yield, and at the low 
price now ruling, the producer gives vent 
to sentiments of discouragement. Castor 
beans are grown in a few counties in 
Central Illinois, and in small parts of 
Missouri and Kansas. This crop is grown 
mostly in small patches of a few acres, 
and it is impossible to secure sufficient 
data to enable one to make an altogether 
satisfactory report. In the main, how- 
ever, the acreage under this crop was 
nearly normal and the condition at har- 
vest averages only fair. The rate of yield 
is disappointing, sometimes as low as 3 
to 4 bushels per acre, largely 5 to 8 and 
occasionally 10 bushels. The price a year 
ago was unsatisfactory and the tendency 
last spring was, if anything, toward a 
slight decrease in acreage. The price this 
year is even worse, and a more or less 
widespread disposition to reduce the acre- 
age another year is in evidence. The 
Orange Judd Farmer reports as follows: 


The season as a whole proved too wet for the 
best advancement of castor beans. Estimates of 
acreage in leading counties vary considerably, 
one of our Missouri correspondents placing that 
of Vernon County at 7,000, others at a less 
figure; St. Clair County has a small acreage, 
Polk County only insignificant patches, and a 
correspondent in Cedar County estimates the 
crop there at 1,000 acres. Leading counties in 
Illinois are Franklin, Madison and Jefferson, 
these presenting a fair acreage in the aggregate, 
yield generally 5 to 8 bushels per acre, but these 
not extremes. The assessor of Bond County, 
Ill., writes us there are 25 to 30 acres in that 
county. In Kansas, Labette County is credited 
by one of our correspondents with 3,000 acres 
with the rate of yield low. Neosho and Bour- 
bon counties have a fair crop and the rate of 
yield in Wilson is placed at 5 to 6 bushels per 
acre. 


Regarding prices, producers complain 
bitterly, and oil pressers insist that con- 
ditions in their trade are such that they 
are unable to pay more for the raw pro- 
duct. Some of the farmers grow beans 
under contract, the prices being governed 
by the St. Louis market. Others prefer to 
sell their crop when produced on the open 
market. In Illinois the price, f. 0. b. ship- 
ping point, is generally 90c. per bushel 
this fall against fully $1 a year ago. The 
country price in Missouri is 80@85c., 
against about $1, one year ago. Beans are 
handled in Eastern Kansas by a combine 
who pay this season 75@85c. Growers as 
a rule are now marketing their beans, 
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particularly where the crops were long 
since engaged. It is said there is very 
little competition among buyers, who in 
many instances divide the territory, thus 
leaving a very narrow outlet for pro- 
ducers. In a portion of the Illinois bean- 
growing district, farmers sign a contract 
to deliver at 20c. per bushel under the 
St. Louis price, and in some instances re- 
ceive a guarantee of 0c. per bushel for all 
grown not to exceed 8 bushels per acre. 

As previously intimated, the castor oil 
trade has been productive of unsatisfac- 
tory results. The consumption of the oil 
is not as large as it should be, owing to 
the many imitations foisted upon the mar- 
ket. These latter are used for lubricating 
purposes and frequently do not contain a 
particle of castor oil, although sold as 
such, the dealer getting a price a little 
under that paid for pure castor oil and 
making two or three times as much profit 
as when he limits his business to the gen- 
uine article. Prices during the past few 
years have been irregular, being relatively 
high when beans were in light supply and 
high-priced. Profits have been only mod- 
erate when the pressing and distribut- 
ing interests manifested a spirit of har- 
mony; at other times such margin has 
been reduced to a minimum. Current 
prices are $11.50 per cwt. for prime in bar- 
rels, and $10.50 for No. 3, compared with 
$11.75 and $9.76 respectively in 1897, $8.85 
and $8.10 in 1896, and $10.35 and $9, 10 in 
1895. The current market is weak, owing 
to keen competition between sellers. —Oil, 
Paint and Drug Review. 


Go Away from Home to Get the 
Family News. 


The truth of this old adage is constant- 
ly finding fresh confirmation—especially 
with the American who reads French 
journals, whether secular or scientific. 
Any evsurd conceit of an American re- 
porter that finds its way abroad is seized 
upon by Gallican journalists, says the 
National Druggist, and made the text of a 
homily, a diatribe, or a lampoon, and 
when the text fails to be found in our 
journals the writers over there do not 
hesitate to manufacture one for the oc- 
casion. 

There is a journal published in Paris, 
called La Science Francaise, which has 
shown itself especially clever in this di- 
rection. Not long since it gravely gave 
an account of an immense cricket fa~m 
situated in “Nashville, near Tennessee in 
Ohio” (or some other equally absurd lo- 
cality—for these Frenchmen, like most 
Europeans, have queer ideas of American 
geography), on which crickets and grass- 
hoppers were bred for sale, as bait, to 
anglers. Its latest account ‘of American 
ingenuity is the following description of 
a “restaurant up to date,” supposed to be 
run in New York: “Before a counter 
loaded with victuals arranged in the or- 
der of a bill of fare, revolves a sort of 
endless sidewalk. On this walk, on chairs 
of a proper height, the customer is seat- 
ed, and, commencing with soup, is suc- 
cessively borne by a slow and regular 
movement to each dish in course, until 
the dessert is at last reached. The period 
allowed for each stoppage, and for the 
complete repast, is that which has been 
found requisite for a moderate eater. If 
one be a great eater, or has an extra 
strong appetite, he is reminded that he 
must eat as rapidly as possible, for ‘the 
machine is regulated with a view alike to 
the stomach of the customer and the 


nrofit of the restaurateur.’ When the des- 
sert has been eaten, the chair collapses, 
and the customer is abandoned.” The 
Journal d’Hygiene gravely copies this piece 
of nonsense, and remarks that “it would 
be much better were the device so ar- 
ranged as to bring the food successively 
in front of the consumer.” 





Violet Oil from Lemongrass Oil. 


In the preparation of “violet oil,” in- 
stead of starting with citral as recom- 
mended by Tiemann, I. Ziegler (J. Prakt. 
Chem.) employs ordinary lemongrass oil, 
or preferably the oil freed from citral by 
fractionation, and having a boiling point 
of 115 degrees—130 degrees C. at 15 Mm. 
pressure. This oil is then heated with 
acetone, chlorinated lime solution and al- 
cohol, with the addition of a little cobalt 
nitrate. The product obtained differs 
from the pseudo-ionone of Tiemann, hav- 
ing a higher boiling point, 155 degrees— 
170 degrees, under reduced pressure (12 
Mm.), and a lower gravity, 0.898. This 
product, termed by the author “pseudo- 
violet oil,” has the composition Cis;H20O. 
When subjected to prolonged boiling 
with hydrogen sodium sulphate solution, 
it is converted into an isomeric body, ex- 
actly as pseudoionone is converted into 
ionone. This isomer appears to be iden- 
tical with “technical violet oil,” which has 
been introduced into commerce. When 
purified by fractionation it forms a yel- 
lowish green oil, having an odor some- 
what recalling sandal wood oil. It boils 
at 140 degrees—150 degrees C. under 12 
Mm. pressure, and at 271 degrees—273 
degrees at 760 Mm., and has a specific 
gravity of 0.952 at 15 degrees C. These 
figures differ from those of ionone, ob- 
tained by Tiemann; it also forms a semi- 
carbazone like ionone, which, however, 
melts at 142 degrees C.; whereas the ion- 
one semi-carbazone melts at 109 degrees 
—1]0 degrees C. This “violet oil,” there- 
fore, is not identical with ionone, and it 
is stated to surpass that body as to purity 
and strength of its violet-like odor. 
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| Hints To ee | 


The most attractive form af visitas soap 
on the market to-day is Carmel Soap, im- 
ported and sold by A. Klipstein & Co., 
122 Pearl street, New York. It is a ready 
seller and affords a good profit to the 
druggist. 








Write for free samples of the famous Sa 
Yo Mint Jujubes, manufactured by Wal- 
lace & Co., 160-166 Monroe street, New 
York. There is a profit of 78 per cent 
in these goods, and their sale has been 
something phenomenal. 


The Lithia Water Tablets put up by 
Wm. R. Warner & Co. are proving very 
good sellers. They bear the buyer’s name 
and address. and offer a liberal margin of 
profit. Write to Wm. R. Warner & Co., 
of Philadelphia, for full particulars. 


The American Store Fixture Co., 591 
Broadway, New York. have a Catalogue 
A, which contains much valuable and in- 
teresting matter concerning the fitting up 
of drug stores. A copy of the catalogue 
may be obtained by writing the company 
at the above address. 


Estimates and samples of syringe boxes 
and of druggists’ wood boxes generally 
will be sent on application by Henry H. 
Sheip & Co., of Philadelphia. The great 
facilities of this house enable them to 
quote attractive prices, guarantee prompt 
shipments and highest grade of work. 


H. K. Wampole & Co., of Philadel- 
phia, will be pleased to furnish on ap- 
plication free samples of Wampole’s per- 
manent effervescent tablets, which are 
made of guaranteed strength, effervesce 
briskly and make clear solutions. They 
are packed in elegant style and should 
prove good sellers. 


The attention of readers is invited to 
the advertisement of Ridge’s Food on the 
back cover of this number. An important 
change in the retail price of this article 
goes into effect with the New Year. Val- 
uable advertising matter for distribution 
will be sent upon application to Wooi- 
rich & Co., Palmer, Mass. 


Illustrated pamphlet and price-list of 
the S. Chapireau Cachets will be sent on 
application to the sole American agents, 
Utard & Co., 3 Union Square, New York. 
Cachets offer a distinct improvement over 
ordinary capsules, and are now largely 
prescribed by physicians. They also afford 
a means of putting out proprietary reme- 
dies in an attractive and novel form. 


The Duroy & Haines Co., Sandusky, 
Ohio, have an excellent plan for promot- 
ing the sale of their wines through the 
drug trade. They do all the advertising 
direct to the consumer and give the drug- 
gist the full benefit of this by protect- 
ing him fully from competition. They 
sell only to the legitimate drug trade. 
Write them for full particulars of their 
plan, mentioning this journal. 


The Emerson Drug Co., of Baltimore, 
who manufacture the well-known and 
very popular bromo-seltzer, have always 
shown a very friendly disposition toward 
the retail drug trade and in connection 
with the war stamp tax have given the 
best evidence of their friendliness by pay- 
ing the entire burden of the tax them- 
selves. The retail druggists should show 
their appreciation of this action by giving 
their cordial support to the Emerson 
Drug Co. in the sale of their popular pre- 
paration. 


Write for catalogue of filled and empty 
capsules and popular proprietary articles 
to the Fischer Chemical Importing Com- 
pany, New York. The line embraces San- 
tal, Copaiba, Cubeb and all current com- 
binations thereof, in soft and hard .cap- 
sules and pearls, castor oil, cod liver oil 
and compounds and sundry combinations 
in capsules and pearls. Professor Som- 
merbrodt’s original German Creosote cap- 
sules, and “Santal Ostind” are proprie- 
tary goods of known value and marked 
selling qualities. 


Allen’s antiseptic corn plasters differ 
entirely from the ordinary corn plaster in 
that they are intended to cure and when 
properly applied do cure the corn. Being 
thin and pliable they take up no room in 
the shoe, a fact which is particularly ap- 
preciated by ladies. Where once intro- 
duced they soon become popular, and since 
they yield a good margin of profit are 
appreciated by the retailer as well as by 
the consumer. For full particulars write 
to the manufacturer, Geo. M. Dorrance, 
221 Fulton street, New York. 
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Collapsible tubes for petroleum jelly, 
glycerine, salves, ointments, and toilet art- 
icles generally, are now the most popular 
form of presenting such goods. Drug- 
? may obtain price list by writing to 

V. Benoit, 146-148 Fulton street, New 
York These goods.are guaranteed to be 
made of best imported English tin, and to 
contain no lead whatever. Furthermore, 
the screw caps are absolutely air and 
water tight. 


The highest authorities on genito-urin- 
ary diseases have endorsed Dundas, Dick 
& Co.’s Docuta Sandalwood capsules. 
Van Buren unhesitatingly pronounces 
them the best preparation of the kind he 
has found anywhere. They have been on 
the American market since 1865, and 
known, used and endorsed in Great Brit- 
ain for many years more. Such a thor- 
oughly tried and well recommended art- 
icle as this should be found on the shelves 
of every well-equipped pharmacy in the 
country. 


The holiday papeteries offered by the 
Whiting Paper Company, of 148-150-152 
Duane street, New York, should interest 
progressive pharmacists who make the 
most out of the Christmas season. The 
whole line of stationery of this house is 
dainty and attractive, is thoroughly ad- 
vertised, sells readily, and affords the deal- 
er a good profit. Druggists who are not 
already carrying the line can obtain a 
twenty-five-dollar assortment of it which 
will make a good display. Write to the 
house and mention the AMERICAN DRUG- 
GIST. 


Send for a copy of the new -trade cata- 
logue issued by F. Weber & Co., 1125 
Chestnut street, Philadelphia. Their line 
of artists’ materials is canna ing which 
very many druggists have found they can 
handle to advantage. In these days of 
terrible conipetition in the retail drug 
trade, it is usually the druggist who gets 
at the foibles and fads of his customers 
who runs the winning race. It is the side 
line which draws. There is nearly always 
some member of each household who is 
interested in drawing or painting, in pas- 
tel or in woodburning work. The new 
catalogue will enable the druggist to 
make an assortment of these goods suit- 
able to his particular trade. Write for it 
and mention the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


An illustrated circular of H. Wein- 
hagen’s clinical thermometers, hypoder- 
mic syringes, hydrometers, etc., with man- 
ufacturer’s prices, will be sent on applica- 
tion to Mr. Weinhagen, 22 and 24 N. Wil- 
liam street, New York. These goods un- 
doubtedly hold first place in the estimation 
of American physicians generally, and 
have almost entirely superseded those of 
foreign make. Each instrument being per- 
sonally tested by Mr. Weinhagen, absol- 
ute reliability is assured. They are sold 
to the trade at the price of inferior goods, 
and consequently afford a much greater 
margin of profit. When druggists offer 
H. Weinhagen’s goods to their medical 
friends and patrons, they don’t have to 
apologize or explain. The maker’s name 
does all the talking necessary. 





Etchings for the Holidays. 


Albert Fries, publisher of etchings, 92 
Reade street, New York, has a line of 





fine etched engravings which he is offer- 
ing to the drug trade for holiday display. 


To any one sending 6c. in postage 
stamps he will send by mail three genuine 
14x28 etchings or two 18x28 etchings, ex- 
cellently adapted for parlor decoration. 
This seems to present a fine opportunity 
for druggists to obtain at a slight cost 
suitable presents for the holiday season. 


A Seasonable Article. 


Wyeth’s Wine of Cod Liver Oil Extract 
with cherry and hypophosphites is a sea- 
sonable preparation which may with ad- 

vantage be pushed by enterprising drug- 
gists, as it gives excellent satisfaction and 
is sold to the trade at a very low price 
either in bulk or in pint bottles. For 
full particulars write to John Wyeth & 
Bro., Philadelphia, mentioning the AMER- 
ICAN DRUGGIST. 


A New Soluble Elastic Filled Cap- 
sule, 


The Powers Manufacturing Co., of 
Philadelphia, whose advertisement ap- 
pears in this number, have been success- 
fully introducing to physicians their new 
Santolin Capsules. This particular com- 
bination has proved highly satisfactory: 
Oleo resin cubeb, oleo resin copaiba, 
oleo resin matico, select English oil san- 
dal, salol, and diastase. This combina- 
tion is positively warranted not to dis- 
agree with the most delicate stomach, and 
to be a distinct advance over anything else 
in the market in the treatment of gonor- 
rhoea and gleet. The goods are carried in 
stock of all leading jobbers and sold at 
$1.50 per hundred. Reference is made to 
Dr. Orville Horwitz, Genito-Urinary De- 
partment, Jefferson Medical College; Dr. 
Edward Martin, formerly of the same de- 
partment, University of Pennsylvania 
Hospital; Dr. H. Christian, Genito-Urin- 
ary Department of the same institution. 
The physicians of the country are being 
sampled with the goods, and pharmacists 
can obtain samples and literature by ad- 
dressing Powers Mfg. Co., 1022 Walnut 
street, P hiladeiphia, = 


The Outlook in ‘in Oil of Rose. 


W. P. Ungerer, of 18 Cedar street, New 
York, announces that he is now in a 
position to offer Oil Rose D’Or of the 
crop of 1898, and in doing so cails atten- 
tion to the situation as it is reflected by 
the conditions which govern the market 
at this time. The crop of 1897 was a trifle 
below that of the year previous, in the 
amount distilled, and that of this year is 
about twenty-five per cent less than it 
was expected to be. 

Under ordinary circumstances an ad 

vance in the price would be naturally 
looked for. The reverse has been the case, 
however, by reason of the fact that a 
large quantity was carried over from last 
year’s distillation. This is traceable to 
the interference with business through the 
operations of the war, and to a large in- 
crease in the consumption of violet pre- 
parations, which have become fashionable 
throughout the world, to the exclusion of 
certain other perfumes, especially those 
into which Otto of Rose enters. The 
United States, which really makes the 
price of otto, being the largest consum- 
er, has, therefore, bought much less than 
usual in Bulgaria, for the reasons above 
stated. Mr. Ungerer claims that Oil Rose 
D’Or is second to none, and offers it at 
the lowest price consistent with quality. 
This brand is Botu Pappazoglou & Co.’s, 
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of Kezanlik, Bulgaria, and none is gen- 
uine without W. P. Ungerer’s name sten- 
ciled in red on each package. 


A Convenient Poison List. 


The Searle & Hereth Co., of Chicago, 
have just issued a very interesting price 
list of their standard pharmaceutical pre- 
parations, which contains as an addendum 
a quite complete list of poisons and an- 
tidotes, compiled by Professor D. M. R. 
Culberth, of the Maryland College of 
Pharmacy. A copy of the price list may 
be obtained by addressing the Searle & 
Hereth Co., at their Chicago office. 





Unique Advertising. 


Novelties are essential to the successful 
advertiser as a means of attracting atten- 
tion. The advertiser who sticks to the 
old ruts and the old methods soon be- 
comes lost among a horde of competitors. 
McGreer & Hicks, No. 84 Market street, 
Chicago, are originators and proprietors 
of a large number of automatic moving 
figures suitable for advertising either in 
the individual show window of the retail 
druggist or for the use of proprietors and 
manufacturers in introducing their goods. 
They make a large variety of other adver- 
tising media, and enterprising druggists 
should get into communication with them 
and learn something of real up-to-date ad- 
vertising. 


The Oldest Essence Distillers. 


W. J. Bush & Co., Ltd., of London, 
Mitcham, Grasse, Messina, Melbourne 
and Sydney, enjoy the unique distinction 
of being the oldest distillers of essential 
oils now in the general drug market. 
Their processes have been perfected by 
many years of the most careful and scien- 
tific study of their specialty. They have 
establishments at the leading points in 
the essential oil industry and are thereby 
enabled to give their patrons the benefit 
of direct dealing with the producer with- 
out the intervention of second hands. 
They absolutely guarantee their goods to 
be uniform in quality and precisely as 
stated in every respect. The phenomenal 
success of this house is one of the best 
possible ‘testimonials to the enterprise, 
skill and probity with which its affairs 
have been conducted. We have great 
pleasure in directing the attention of our 
readers to their announcement on page 4 
of this number, and would suggest that 
all write at once to the firm at 5 Jones’ 
Lane, New York, for price list and quo- 
tations. 


American Rubber Sundries in Africa. 


The United States Consul at Cape 
Town, South Africa, in a report dated 
October 12, says concerning the drug- 
gists’ sundries trade there that: “The 
white rubber goods manufactured in the 
United States will soon have the trade 
here, for it is said that no other foreign 
manufacturer has as yet been able to pro- 
duce a quality which will stand the cli- 
matic conditions of South Africa; so that, 
with proper effort on the part of the pro- 
ducers of the United States, the demand 
will soon be increased. A representa- 
tive from the United States who has just 
been through South Africa reports an in- 
creased trade and a growing demand.” 

















